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Hundreds 
join rally 
on college 
sackings 

HUNDREDS of people from 
across the country joined in 
a rally in support of a maths 
lecturer and three others 
sacked from Halesowen Col¬ 
lege. 

David Muritu wants to 
return to work and is consid¬ 
ering an employment tri¬ 
bunal after dismissal in 
December. 

The college defended the 
sacking, saying it was due to 
a “consistent failure to carry 
out the fundamental part of 
the job as a lecturer”. 

At the weekend, about 250 
people protested and 
marched through the town 
as the college had an open 
day. 

Many protesters were 
teaching union members 
who came from as far as 
Bristol, Chesterfield and 
London. 

They walked for 40 min¬ 
utes through the town wav¬ 
ing banners and chanting 
support for Mr Muritu, as 
well as three other dismissed 
teachers. 

In the evening, they met 
at Halesowen library to dis¬ 
cuss next steps. 

Mr Muritu said: “This is a 
moment which has struck a 
chord with many public sec¬ 
tor workers across the coun¬ 
try. 

The college says Mr 
Muritu did not perform to 
standards expected but the 
lecturer says he was rated 
“good” in the last three 
observations on his teach¬ 
ing. A petition calling for Mr 
Muritu to be reinstated was 
signed by 1,100 people. 

Auto firm's 
20 jobs hope 

AUTOMOTIVE parts dis¬ 
tributor CES (UK) is creat¬ 
ing 20 jobs with the opening 
of a new branch in Hale¬ 
sowen. 

The company is not yet 
revealing exactly where it 
will be located. The new 
branch will serve the west of 
Birmingham. 

“We’re delighted to be 
opening our newest 
branch,” said human 
resources manager Joanne 
Warren. 


OUTCRY AT BID TO 

CONVERT 0U> MU 


by Andrew Turton 


PLANS to convert an 18th century mill in Halesowen into 
a children’s home have sparked concerns from heritage 
bosses, fire officials and residents. 


English Heritage has objected to the proposals for Lutley Mill saying the renovations 
would be “unsuited” for the historic landmark. And around 200 people have signed a 
petition demanding council officers refuse the change of use application for the Grade 


New site is 
in sights of 
Olympic gym 

BOSSES at a Halesowen gym famed for pro¬ 
ducing Olympic star Kristian Thomas, has 
revealed it is considering another potential 
site - closer to its long-term Halesowen 
home. 

Earls Gymnastics Club had unveiled 
plans to move to bigger premises in Nether- 
ton to meet the demand of its growing mem¬ 
bership. 

But this week, the club signalled it was 
also looking at relocating to a former go- 
karting track in Dudley Road, Halesowen. 

In a supporting statement to a planning 
application submitted to Dudley Council, 
agents Bryant Priest Newman said: “Earls 
Gymnastics Club has been looking for suit¬ 
able premises for four years without suc¬ 
cess. 

“When assessing the suitability of prop¬ 
erty it is not just the physical size require¬ 
ments and parking, but also location is a key 
factor. 

“The travel time and distance for the 550 
strong membership has to be considered.” 

Under the planned move, gymnastic 
equipment would be installed and a pit dug 
into the ground and filled with safety foam. 

The number of staff would double from 11 
to 22. The club has received a grant from 
Sport England to make the move, but has 
until March to spend the cash before it 
expires. The club’s other planning applica¬ 
tion is to move to a large unit at Westmin¬ 
ster Industrial Estate, in Cradley Road, 
which will secure its future. 


II listed building, in Hayley Green. 

The four-storey watermill, off Lutley 
Lane, has previously been used as a pri¬ 
vate residence, according to details sub¬ 
mitted to Dudley Council. 

Dudley developer Madisun Residential 
Ltd is behind the scheme led by directors 
Rachel Weston and Carl Skelding. 

In a letter to Dudley Council’s planning 
department, Rachel Weston said: “We 
want to maintain the existing character of 
the building, so it will stay as a friendly, 
warm and cosy environment for the young 
people that will be living at the property. ” 

She added no internal or external 
changes will be made to the building as 
part of the project. 

Historic 

But English Heritage historic buildings 
inspector Alan Taylor, in a letter to the 
council, said the body objected to the 
application on the grounds the building 
“seems unsuited to the intense wear and 
tear of an institutional use”. 

West Midlands Fire Service officer 
Michael Nicklin said the authority also 
objected to the change of use because the 
safety escape routes out of the building 
and the proposed fire system were both 
“not suitable” 

Halesowen councillor Ken Turner is 
among those who have written objection 
letters to the planning department to air 
their concerns. 

Councillor Turner, added: “It is a build¬ 
ing of major significance and it is a pro¬ 
tected property. There is the mill wheel 
and deep running water nearby so you 
have to consider the safety of the chil¬ 
dren.” 

Dozens of residents have now written 
into object to the application. 

“The use of the buildings and land are 
likely to have an impact upon character of 
the property,” states one letter of objec¬ 
tion submitted to the council. 

A decision on the scheme will be made 
in the coming weeks. 



Dudley Holocaust Memorial commemoration service at Dudley College 


YOUNG and old gathered for ceremonies 
across Dudley to mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day. 

Services took place across the borough 
while people stood silently in tribute to 
those who were slaughtered. 

Year 6 pupils of Belle Vue Primary School 
in Wordsley spent the morning listening to 
the recollections of Birmingham resident 
Lia Lesser who survived. The school’s 
deputy headteacher Claire Davies said: “She 
spoke about her life and how the Holocaust 
affected her family.” 

Meanwhile, Dudley North MP Ian Austin 
was among those who organised the public 
commemoration at Dudley College. Mr 
Austin said: “This event was about remem¬ 
bering those who died and also thanking 
those local heroes, such as Frank Foley and 
the many other war veterans who I have 
met, who risked their lives to save others.” 

Dudley’s mayor Melvyn Mottram and the 
Bishop of Dudley also attended the service, 
which was run with the help of Dudley Stu¬ 
dents’ Union. Holocaust survivor Eva 
Clarke spoke at the event. 

The Bishop of Dudley and council leader 
Dave Sparks also spoke at the event, which 
included a contribution from students from 
Bishop Milner Catholic School who visited 



Survivor Eva Clarke at the service 


Auschwitz as part of the Holocaust Educa¬ 
tional Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz pro¬ 
gramme. 

Olivia Marks-Woldman, chief executive of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust said: 
“The day is about learning from the past to 
build a better future.” 


Men used 
unit as a 
factory 
for vodka 

A DUDLEY man has been 
given a suspended jail sen¬ 
tence for his role at an “alco¬ 
hol factory” making 
potentially lethal vodka. 

A unit was hired using a 
sham contract storage firm 
called CPST, a judge heard. 

But it produced bogus Arc¬ 
tic Ice vodka using poten¬ 
tially harmful 96 per cent 
pure industrial alcohol nor¬ 
mally found in anti-freeze as 
its base ingredient, Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court was told. 

Mr Hal Watson, prosecut¬ 
ing, said there was a risk to 
those involved and people 
going near the plant as well 
as a potential health risk to 
anyone drinking the vodka. 

There were 2,572 filled 
bottles of Arctic Ice, 8,400 
empty and 67,500 bottle 
caps. At least £75,000 duty 
was due if it was fit to drink. 

Michael Woodlock, aged 
52, a builder of Greswold 
Street, West Bromwich, fit¬ 
ted out the unit and built the 
still. He was jailed for 12 
months. 

Odd job man Alex Rolla- 
son, 19, of Halesowen Road, 
Old Hill, who worked for 
eight days, was seized along 
with driver Gavin Berrow, 
42, of Amblecote Road, 
Brierley Hill, who was paid 
£200-a-load for deliveries. 

They got four-month jail 
sentences suspended for 12 
months with 200 hours 
unpaid work. All admitted 
conspiracy to evade duty. 

• Lethal - page 2 


Shop raided 
fOrthhtifime 

A DUDLEY shop owner says 
he feels helpless to stop 
thieves after his store was tar¬ 
geted by raiders for the third 
time in six months. 

Raiders are thought to have 
used a pick-up truck to smash 
into Costcutters in Clarence 
Street, Upper Gornal on Sun¬ 
day morning. Although they 
demolished the wall and got to 
a cashpoint inside the 
Clarence Street store, the 
raiders were unable to break 
the ATM lock and fled empty- 
handed. Owner Selliah Bala 
says he was targeted twice last 
August. 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and the Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 


Tom Mason: 01902 319466 
tom.mason@expi-essandstar.co.uk 
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charlotte.lilley@expressandstar.co.uk 
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andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
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l.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 


What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
Email your information and pictures to 
dudley. chrons@expressandstar. co. uk 
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Shoplifter gets two year store ban 



Richard Lawley 


A PROLIFIC shoplifter has 
been banned from entering any 
Spar, Boots or Co-op store in 
Dudley for two years. 

Leaflets featuring Richard 
Lawley’s image are to be dis¬ 
tributed and anyone who sees 
him acting suspiciously is 
asked to call police. 

Dudley magistrates were 
told Lawley, aged 33, was 
arrested outside Boots at the 


Merry Hill centre on January 3 
as he tried to walk out with 
aftershave worth £86.50. 

Lawley, of no fixed address, 
was charged with two thefts at 
Spar, High Street, Lye. 

On September 30 he stole 
£42.68 worth of cheese and 
bacon and on October 5 he took 
chicken and sausages worth 
£15. 

On December 12, he also 


took power tools worth £19.99 
at Home Bargains, Brierley 
Hill. 

Magistrates sentenced him 
to 40 weeks jail and gave him a 
Criminal Anti-Social Behav¬ 
iour Order (Crasbo) banning 
him from any Spar, Boots and 
Co-operative store in Dudley 
borough. 

Pc Lydia Howard said: 
“Should he try ignoring the 


bans, he’ll be arrested and put 
before the court and face fur¬ 
ther punishment.” 

She added: “Leaflets featur¬ 
ing his image will also be dis¬ 
tributed locally making 
everyone aware of his Crasbo 
and I’d encourage anyone who 
spots Lawley doing anything he 
shouldn’t be to contact Dudley 
Police by calling 101.” 


Fake vodka made with 
'lethal' anti-freeze mix 


TO THE untrained eye they looked like 
any other off-the-shelf bottle of vodka. 
But the Arctic Ice being sold at stores 
across the region actually contained a 
potentially lethal level of pure alcohol. 

It was the kind normally 
used in anti-freeze, cleaning 
fluids or solvents. 

Three men paid for risk¬ 
ing their lives and those of 
others with an alcohol plant 
similar to one in which five 
died in a blast days earlier. 

Michael Woodlock, aged 
52, Gavin Berrow, 42, and 
Alex Rollason, 19, were 
caught as Revenue and Cus¬ 
toms officers swooped on the 
illicit still in an industrial 
unit off Birmingham’s Inner 
Ring Road, Brewery Street, 
Aston, on July 13 2011. 

The raid, codenamed 
Operation Red Squirrel, fol¬ 
lowed a hunt for the source 
of fake Arctic Ice vodka laced 
with high levels of deadly 
methanol found at off- 
licences in the region. 

Health officials knew of at 
least two people complaining 
of illness after drinking it. 

Packaging 

Bottles were found by 
trading standards officers at 
shops in Staffordshire, the 
West Midlands, Shropshire 
and four other counties. 

Fake duty numbers on 
packaging showed it was 
from the Birmingham still 
and another not traced. 


Funding is 
secured to 
help train 
youngsters 

STOURBRIDGE College 
has secured funding to help 
1,000 employed young 
adults in Dudley borough. 

Cash will be available to 
help small businesses pro¬ 
vide training for workers. 

The cash was secured as 
part of a partnership with 
Calderdale College. 

Work Place Learning is 
funded by the European 
Social Fund and co-financed 
by the Skills Funding 
Agency with the West York¬ 
shire Consortium of Colleges 
accountable for driving the 
£55 million project forward. 

It promotes ‘in work’ 
training for employed people 
who are looking to progress 
to higher level qualifications 
and build on their existing 
skills. 

The partnership delivers 
across Yorkshire and the 
Humber, East & West Mid¬ 
lands and in the North East 
& North West of England. 

Stourbridge College prin¬ 
cipal Lynette Cutting said: 
“We are always looking for 
additional funding which 
might be available to deliver 
training for young people in 
line with the Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership’s focus on 
ensuring we have the right 
skills in the region to sup¬ 
port our thriving economy. 

“We’re delighted to have 
been awarded this contract.” 



One of the bottles seized 


The £45,000 plant could produce up 
to 12,000 litre bottles at a time. It was 
sold at £45-a-case, providing a 
£137,000-a-load profit by not paying 
duty normally due. 

Investigators who pounced about 
three weeks after a rental agreement 
on the premises was signed found 2,500 
bottles of fake Arctic Ice and thousands 
of litres of 96 per cent industrial alco¬ 
hol, or methanol, normally used in anti¬ 
freeze or cleaning fluids. 

It was in 1,000-litre industrial bulk 
containers delivered by articulated 
lorry shortly before the raid. 

There were also 67,500 bottle caps 
and 8,500 empty bottles, a labelling 


machine and other paraphernalia. 

Michael Woodlock arrived as the raid 
started. He was with Gavin Berrow and 
Alex Rollason, who received four 
month sentences, suspended for twelve 
months, at Birmingham Crown Court. 

They must also do 200 hours unpaid 
work. Woodlock, of Greswold Street, 
West Bromwich, was jailed for a year 
after admitting being paid £400-a-week 
by an unnamed person to find a suit¬ 
able site for the plant. 

He also admitted setting it up and 
organising paperwork. Berrow, of 
Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, was paid 
£200-a-time to deliver equipment and 
Rollason of Halesowen Road, Old Hill, 


Vodka-making equipment at the Birmingham plant 

was odd job man. All three admitted 
attempted evasion of excise duty 
Adrian Farley, Revenue and Customs 
assistant director of criminal investiga¬ 
tions, said they did not take precau¬ 
tions, creating a high risk of an 
explosion and the risk of loss of life. 

Six days before the raid five people 
died in a blast at an illegal vodka fac¬ 
tory in Boston, Lincolnshire. Mr Farley 
added: “The prospect of something sim¬ 
ilar happening in the middle of Birm¬ 
ingham is almost too dreadful to 
contemplate. 

The plant had capacity to evade 
£500,000 duty. 


Five flats 
at historic 
home are 
rejected 

PLANS to convert a former 
19th century glassmaker’s 
home in the heart of Dudley 
into flats were refused by 
heritage chiefs who feared 
too many historical features 
would be removed. 

An application for listing 
building consent for alter¬ 
ations is for the Wolver¬ 
hampton Street Grade II 
listed terraced house, previ¬ 
ously home to glass maker 
John Ranaud in 1871. 

Dudley Council planning 
officer Nicholas Howell said, 
in a report, that there was 
no objection to the property 
being used as housing but 
they could not support 
alterations proposed. 

The developer wanted to 
convert the first floor and 
offices on the second floor 
into five flats. The basement 
and outside would remain. 

Changes to the first and 
second floors to create the 
flats included making an 
opening in one of the walls 
and blocking off two “his¬ 
toric door openings.” Mr 
Howell said alterations did 
not preserve special archi¬ 
tectural or historic interest. 

Agent Timothy Arm¬ 
strong, for the applicant, 
said original features such 
as the “beautiful feature 
staircase” and the rooflights 
would be retained. 

Mistakes by 
nurse claim 

A NURSE accused of mak¬ 
ing a series of mistakes with 
patients at Dudley’s Russells 
Hall Hospital appeared at a 
misconduct hearing. 

The Nursing and Midwif¬ 
ery Council panel was told 
Seema Faulkner switched 
off a monitor checking blood 
pressure of a patient with 
chest pains for nearly six 
hours in October 2009. 

Accused of making other 
blunders, she admitted giv¬ 
ing intravenous blood when 
untrained, failing to check a 
blood sugar measurement, 
and not checking a patient’s 
blood pressure but denied 
the rest of the accusations. 


Joy at museum 

STEADILY rising visitor 
numbers are being cele¬ 
brated at Kidderminster’s 
Museum of Carpet. 

Since opening on October 
19 there were 1,450 paying 
customers and hundreds of 
others visited for functions 
at the museum buildings 
based at Stour Vale Mill, 
originally built 1855. 


BROMLEY & ABLE c 


MVU-ft-i CARPETS/BEDS 

FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


DISABLED? OAP? CANT GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 



Can't come to us, we'll come to you. Free Estimates 
We will bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 
WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON T 
Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move heavy furniture 
and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS when purchasing our underlay. 


NEED A MATTRESS? We will come to you! 
Try Before You Buy 
Mattress Service 

0 

We will bring a selection of 
mattresses and bed brochures to your home 



www.ablecarpets. 




Leather bedstead-• 

only £95 



Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

RRP £799 Now only £250 



Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 
RRP £899 

^£360 



Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
esowen areas 


Warehouse Unit 0 Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 

Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

Freephone Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kingswinford, 
AOAII Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

I! DD Dw5o747 Adrian Bromley 01902 880541 



FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Broken Dentures? 


TEL: 01384444022 




1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet iaai • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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Plans for 

housing 

approved 

FORMER industrial land in 
Dudley has come a step clo¬ 
ser to being turned into 
more than 30 homes after 
plans passed the final 
hurdle. 

Outline approval for the 
old Redhill Works, Prospect 
Row, had been given but 
developer Reirse Ryan need¬ 
ed permission over appear¬ 
ance, layout, scale of the 
homes and landscaping. 

The scheme will have 29, 
two-bedroom houses and 
five three-bedroom houses 
on acul-de-sac layout. They 
would have gardens with 
small patios. 

There will be a 61-space 
car park for residents and 
visitors. Trees will be 
planted around the site. 

In a report, submitted 
with the planning applica¬ 
tion, the developer said: 
“The proposal will provide 
new residential accommoda¬ 
tion and remove a currently 
vacant and derelict site. 

“It will have benefits for 
the appearance of the area 
as well as providing much 
needed accommodation suit¬ 
able for those on lower 
incomes.” 

One letter of objection had 
been submitted from a 
nearby firm which was con¬ 
cerned the development 
could restrict its business. 

New forums 
set to start 

THE first round of the new 
community forums in 
Dudley are being held this 
month. 

The public meetings have 
replaced the outdated area 
committees and run through 
February. 

The nine forums will focus 
on issues raised by the 
public, making it easier for 
people to report and discuss 
them with the council and 
elected members. People can 
drop in and have their say 
between February 11 and 
20, from 6.30pm. 

Councillor David Sparks, 
leader of Dudley Council, 
said: “This a new way for 
people to have their say on 
what goes on in the borough 
and how the council can play 
apart in it.” 


Church raided 

THIEVES caused damage 
estimated at £900 and stole a 
large-screen television 
during from a church in Kid¬ 
derminster. 

The thieves forced their 
way into the building at the 
rear of Baxter United 
Reformed Church in the 
Bull Ring. 


Care homes scheme for site of derelict club 


A FORMER club site in Stourbridge will 
be used to build four care homes under 
plans submitted to Dudley Council. 

The derelict building in Amblecote High 
Street has lain empty for about a decade 
and people living nearby have long called 
for the site to be revamped. 

Proposals to demolish Ambelcote War 
Memorial Club and build four detached 
care homes for young adults have gone to 
planning bosses. 

Each building would offer four en suite 
bedrooms for young adults as well as com¬ 


munal lounges and a kitchen. New jobs 
created would range from care assistants 
to kitchen staff. 

Agent Tommy Wong said in a report: 
“This proposal represents an opportunity 
to provide a high quality and well design 
Care Homes which will help to meet the 
growing need for care bed spaces. 

“The site’s unique position, along a 
main transport route and within a residen¬ 
tial area, close to the centre of Stourbridge 
make it an ideal location for such a facility. 
The proposed care homes will provide a 


range of employment opportunities, from 
ancillary staff posts such as administra¬ 
tion, maintenance, laundry, domestic and 
kitchen staff to care assistants,” he added. 

The club has suffered vandalism, fire 
and weather damage. 

Includes 

It was founded in 1921 for ex-service¬ 
men but closed in 2002, due to lack of book¬ 
ings and activities. 

It was on the market for three years and 
had a guide price of £175,000 before it was 


sold in September. 

The site includes a bowling green and a 
car park. 

Residents have been calling for action to 
clean up the site for a number of years 
saying that the building has become an 
eyesore on one of the main routes into 
Stourbridge town centre. 

Plans were also submitted in 2009 to 
turn the site into a restaurant and cabaret 
but the scheme never got off the ground 
amid traffic concerns. 


Brave former sailor Harold 
seeks medal after 70 years 


PENSIONER Harold Tomlinson is applying for 
a medal to recognise his dangerous war-time 
work on the Arctic convoys - more than 70 
years after his first heroic mission ended in a 
bill for his “Dad’s Army” tin hat. 

Mr Tomlinson, now aged 87, was one of the brave sailors 
who battled through freezing seas to deliver crucial supplies 


to Russia during the Second 

He worked as a gun layer - 
vation of a gun - aboard 
HMS Dorchester, a battle¬ 
ship that was protecting the 
convoys, and watched in 
horror as German sub¬ 
marines sank other ships in 
the flotilla as he fired on the 
enemy. 

More than 3,000 seamen 
were killed in the 78 convoys 
that delivered supplies to 
the Red Army. 

Now he is to apply for a 
medal after Prime Minister 
David Cameron announced 
in Parliament that the men 
who helped take vital fuel, 
food and munitions to the 
Eastern Front will get an 
Arctic Convoy Star. 

Proud 

Mr Tomlinson, a great 
grandfather and widower, of 
Musk Lane West, Gornal, 
said he joined the navy near 
the start of the war after an 
incident when he was in the 
Home Guard and the 
Germans dropped bombs on 
the waterworks in Dudley. 

“I took my tin hat off and 
threw it on top of an incendi¬ 
ary bomb and was really 
proud of myself,” he said. 

“I thought I’d get some 
recognition for it - but all I 
got was a chit saying I owed 
for the cost of the tin hat. 

“I can’t remember how 
much it was but I thought it 
was disgusting. 

“So I decided I’d join the 
navy and see if I could get 
recognition another way.” 

Mr Tomlinson went on to 
survive the gruelling 
journey to Russia aboard 


VVUI1U Well. 
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HMS Dorchester. “We were 
circling the convoy to 
protect it but we would look 
across and see another of our 
ships blown up - the 
German’s were devils at 
watching until we were out 
of the way,” he said. 

“We’d just see a big black 
blotch from the smoke and 
know that people were 
losing their lives and it was 
disaster. We fired on German 
ships and submarines and 
sank some of them. 

“It was terrifying and 
every time a wave came over 
the ship, we had to scrape 
the ice off the guns. 

“But if you put your hands 
on it, it would burn your 
fingers off.” 

Dudley widow Phyllis 
Coyle, aged 84, carried on a 
campaign launched by her 
late husband, Mick, for 
those who took part in the 
arctic convoys to get the 
recognition they deserved. 

Mr Coyle, who died aged 
85 two years ago, was a 
stoker with the Royal Navy 
from 1942 to 1947 and sailed 
with four convoys to Russia. 

And, following the success 
of the campaign, Mr Tomlin¬ 
son plans to apply for the 
Arctic Convoy Star. 

He said: “I’ve tried to blot 
the memory from my mind - 
but there are still times I 
wake up and it comes back 
vividly. It’s taken 70 years 
but I think it’s right we now 
get that recognition.” 



Harold Tomlinson who is only now being given a medal Uniformed Harold, aged 17, when he joined the Navy 
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The battleship HMS Dorchester on which Harold served helping to protect convoys from German attacks 
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Nightclub boss is 
fined over licence 

A NIGHTCLUB boss could 
face jail and a £10,000 fine 
after failing to hold the 
correct licences to play 
music. 

Inspectors found Code 
nightclub in Dudley was 
playing music without 
holding a Phonographic 
Performance Ltd licence. 

Mr Justice Floyd 
imposed a ban on music 
being played on any 
premise run by the night¬ 
club’s owner Gulzaman 
Khan until he brings his 
licence up to date. 

Mr Khan was ordered to 
pay £1,609 in legal costs in 

999 service given 
praise from MP 

AN MP has spoken of her 
admiration for ambulance 
staff after a visit coincided 
with bad weather. 

Stourbridge MP Margot 
James was making a pre¬ 
arranged tour of West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service’s 
headquarters recently as 
the snow began to fall. 

The service received 
more than 2,600 emer¬ 
gency calls - an increase of 
nearly 14 per cent. 

Miss James said: “We in 
the Black Country are 
extremely fortunate to 
have a service we can be 
confident of.” 

Have your say in 
protecting area 

RESIDENTS in a Worces¬ 
tershire village are being 
asked to help draw up a 
blueprint to protect the 
area. 

Council chiefs are 
preparing “a character 
appraisal” for the Areley 
Kings Conservation Area. 

Wyre Forest District 
Council would like to hear 
from residents and firms 
about important features 
of the area. 

£2m to improve 
maternity units 

MORE than £2 million will 
be spent on improving hos¬ 
pital maternity units 
across the region, under 
new plans. 

Dudley Group NHS 
Foundation Trust received 
£41,000 for a refurbish¬ 
ment of its inpatient unit 
at Russells Hall Hospital. 

The Government grant 
will also be used to 
upgrade facilities in 
Wolverhampton and 
Walsall. 

Charity shop raid 

BURGLARS caused 
around £2,000 damage 
after using a pole and bricks 
to smash into Scope in 
Worcester Street, Kidder¬ 
minster, stealing two 
acoustic guitars worth 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


SO THAT’S it. In clear, concise language that no-one 
could possibly misunderstand, the die is cast. The 
British people will be given a simple, straightforward 
choice on our future membership of the EU. It is in or 
out. Or possibly innishoroutish.Sortof. A bit. Depend¬ 
ing ... 

□□□□□□□□ 

THE reality is David Cameron is standing on the 
quayside, urging us to step aboard the good ship 
EU which, even as he talks, is casting off and 
moving away from us. By the time we get this prom¬ 
ised referendum the Eurozone nations at the heart 
of today’s EU will have become a superstate, in 
effect one nation with one central bank and one 
economic policy. Simply by standing still, the UK 
will move away. David Cameron, if he is still PM, will 
then proudly announce that he has negotiated a 
new relationship with Brussels and a grateful 
nation will vote to stay in (even though we will actu¬ 
ally be out). 

□□□□□□□□ 

DURING the wintry spell cars, vans, lorries and the 
eBay courier, gawd bless him, all managed to get up 
the farm track to Chateau Rhodes. But the Royal Mail 
didn’t. I am reminded of the graffiti in a post office in 
New York. On the wall a famous inscription in praise of 
postal workers declares: “Neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the 
swift completion of their appointed rounds.” Under¬ 
neath, someone wrote: “So what is it, then?” 

□□□□□□□□ 

MORE telly anachronisms. A reader claims that in 
the excellent drama Spies of Warsaw (BBC4) David 
Tennant was driving a version of the classic Citroen 
Light 15 which was not produced until well after the 
war. Mind you, this seems a small niggle, bearing in 
mind that not so long ago we saw David Tennant 
arriving in ancient Pompeii in a 1950s police tele¬ 
phone box. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



Pupils praised in face 
of slide down the table 

EDUCATION bosses in Dudley were 
have praised pupils and teachers 
despite the borough slipping down 
the school league tables. 

Dudley fell 43 places down the national rankings 
for GCSE results, from 67 to 110. Today’s figures 
showed that the overall percentage of pupils 
gaining at least five A*-C grades at GCSE including 
English and maths, was 56.1 per cent, down from 
58.5 per cent. The floor target for secondary schools 
includes gaining between five A*-C grades at 
GCSE. These should include core subjects of 
English and Maths. 

But education boss Councillor Tim Crumpton 
said the number of pupils achieving five or more A* 

- C grades, which may include English or maths but 
not both, had improved. The figure was 83.2 per 
cent of compared to 81 per cent in the previous year. 

He said: “I would like to congratulate all pupils 
and am extremely pleased to see their hard work 
and dedication paying off. “The teachers and 
parents should also take great pride in then- 
support of the young people throughout. ” 

Sank 

Meanwhile the average A-level point score per 
candidate also dropped from 741.7 to 683.5 in 2012, 
meaning the borough’s position sank from 49 to 
102nd nationally. 

Despite the borough’s dip, it did have two schools 
in the top 200 most-improved state secondary 
schools for proportion of pupils gaining five A*-C 
grades. They were the Earls High School, Hale¬ 
sowen, which was 62nd and Ellowes Hall Sports 
College, Gornal, 148th. 

Hagley Catholic High School, Hagley, was also 
named in the top 200 state schools for A-levels, as 
the average point score per candidate, including 
equivalent qualifications was 981.1, which also 
placed it fourth out of all schools in Worcestershire 
for A-level performance. Meanwhile in Sandwell 
pupils achieved the borough’s best-ever GCSE 
examination results which saw it rise 10 places in 
the national standings. The dramatic rise saw it 
move up to 128th out of 151 local authorities. 


PUPILS and staff 
have been celebrating 
at Ellowes Hall Sports 
College in Dudley as it 
was named top in the 
borough for its GCSE 
results. 

It was ranked at 
148th in the 200 most- 
improved state sec¬ 
ondary schools table. 

It is for the propor¬ 
tion of pupils gaining 
five A* to C grades. 

Last year 85 per 
cent of pupils 
achieved five A* to C 
grades at GCSE or 
equivalent including 
English and maths at 
the school, in Lower 
Gornal. 

Head Andy Grif¬ 
fiths said he was 
pleased to see the 
school top of the table 
in the borough for 
GCSEs. He added: 
“It’s not something 
we’ve done before. It’s 
been a decent journey 
for us to get to this 
point. 

“We were jointly 
top last year so we’re 
delighted to be there 
on our own now.” 

The school was 
found to be outstand- 

Head Andy Griffiths with, back, from left, Amrit Dulay, Hannah Cheeseman, Luke ing by Ofsted two 
Millard, centre, Bethany Brown, Isaac Ifassell, James Enright and, front, Kirsten Wilkes months ago. 



Ex-sports 
bar boss 
sold fake 
footietop 

A FORMER sports bar 
owner in Stourbridge has 
been fined for selling a fake 
England football shirt to a 
trading standards officer 
during a sting. 

Wayne Etheridge, aged 43, 
had been due to face two 
other charges of possessing 
112 counterfeit shirts in the 
lead-up to the 2010 World 
Cup but these were dropped. 

Dudley Magistrates Court 
heard Etheridge, who used 
to runThe Cross Inn Sports 
Bar, Glass House Hill, had 
sold the shirt to officer 
Laura Fisher. 

The shirt was among 
others later sent to Umbro’s 
head of brand protection 
who said, due to its lack of 
quality, it was fake. Ms 
Fisher said she had been at 
the pub at about lunchtime 
on September 12, 2010 and 
had seen a sign advertising 
the football shirts for £27.50 
each. A genuine shirt sold 
for about £44. Etheridge was 
found guilty of two Trade 
Marks Act charges. He was 
fined £200 with £85 costs 
and a £15 victim surcharge. 


Quick response 

A HIGH-performance car 
has been donated to volun¬ 
teer medics to attend 999 
calls more quickly in Birm¬ 
ingham. 

The FastAid Community 
First Responders team, 
trained by West Midlands 
Ambulance Service, took 
delivery of the MG6 GT this 
week. 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 


Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

Office: 0121 602 8088 • 07967 650 567 
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
AND ENJOY 

10% OFF f 

THE LABOUR ON YOUR 
FIRST JOB 

• For all your 

• Competitive 

electrical needs 

prices/ 

in your home, 

FREE quotations 

garden, driveway 

• Energy saving 

or office/ retail 

LED Lighting 

premises 

• Fuse board 

• Emergency call 

replacements 

outs - 7-days a 

• Rewiring 

week 

• Landlord 

• Experienced 

Certification 

electricians 

• General electrical 

NICEIC regulated 

maintenance 




SALE NOW ON 
UP TO 50% OFF 


on selected suites only 


u. QUALITY & COMFORT 

• Wide Selection of Fabrics 

• Tailor Made Suites and Chairs 

• Home Demonstrations Available 

• Mobility Furniture 

• 10 Year Guarantee on Frames 

• We do full re-covers 
Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 


Broadcott Ind Est., Unit 4, Station Road, Old Hill B64 6NT 


HOME VISITS FOR DISABILITY CHAIRS AVAILABLE 



0121 559 3057 





















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 2013 Page 5 

NEWS 


Club to get 
a share of 

£200,000 

A SPORTS club near Stour¬ 
bridge is to get a share of a 
£200,000 to fund expansion 
plans including better pavil¬ 
ions, changing rooms and 
heating systems. 

Enville Athletics Social 
Club in Hall Drive, Enville, 
will receive £50,000 from 
Sport England as part of the 
refurbishment scheme. 

Wooden changing rooms 
will go at Enville and be 
replaced with a brick build¬ 
ing including disabled facili¬ 
ties, and a new heating 
system. 

Springhill bosses said they 
were “delighted”. 

Members faced being 
barred from their league 
after the Staffordshire Club 
Cricket Championship 
raised concerns on finances 
and lack of facilities, as they 
operated out of two portable 
steel cabins. 

Daniel Kinsey, club secre¬ 
tary, said: “This is the first 
major step towards getting 
the new pavilion.” 

Cannock Rugby Union 
Football Club; Springhill 
Cricket Club, Lower Penn, 
near Wolverhampton and 
Alrewas Cricket Club, near 
Lichfield are also receiving a 
share of the funding. 

Work can now start on 
four new changing rooms. 


Appeal for funds 

MEDICAL staff at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital have 
launched an appeal for 
£3,000 to refurbish the rela¬ 
tives’ room. They hope to pay 
for redecoration. Call Mar¬ 
garet Chawro on 01384 
456111 extension 2323 for 
details. 


Pilot's order to jump that 
probably kept Richard alive 


THEY are legendary war stories 
that have been retold many times 
in books, documentaries and 
blockbuster films. 

But for former RAF navigator Richard 
Corser they were a defining part of his life. 

Mr Corser died last week aged 90. Today, 
his proud family reveal the remarkable story 
of his time in action and as a Second World 
War prisoner of war. 

It is a story that includes some of the most 
iconic moments and faces of the conflict - the 
Great Escape, the Wooden Horse and pilot 
Douglas Bader. 

It begins with his role as a navigator in an 
RAF Wellington, based at RAF Honington in 
Suffolk. He joined the RAF in 1940 after first 
being in the Home Guard, serving in No 9 
Bomber Squadron. 

A year later, aged 19, his aircraft was hit 
over Germany and he was ordered to jump 
from his Wellington. Ironically, after he and 
a radio operator bailed out, the pilot decided 
to attempt to fly on and the aircraft managed 
to limp back to base. 

Daring 

Given the low survival rate among RAF 
bomber crews, the order to jump probably 
saved Mr Corser’s life. Instead of continuing 
his job as a navigator, he started a four-year 
stint in some of the Nazi’s most notorious 
prisoner of war camps. 

Most of his time as a PoW was spent at 
Stalag Luft Three at Sagan, in what is now 
part of Poland. It was home to some of the 
war’s most daring escape attempts and Mr 
Corser played his part in helping. 

His knowledge of German was utilised to 
translate broadcasts on hidden radios. 

He helped with the famous Wooden Horse 
escape from the camp in 1943. He was one of 
the PoWs who helped dispose of sand from 
the tunnel, dug beneath a vaulting horse. 
One of the prisoners he knew was Carry On 



Richard Corser in his flight suit 
before becoming a navigator 



Richard Corser in Richard celebrates his 
the RAF aged 18 90th birthday in 2012 


actor Peter Butterworth. After the war, Butter- 
worth, who was one of the prisoners vaulting the 
horse during the escape, was ironically turned 
down for a role in the film The Wooden Horse. 

Eric Williams, who was one of the three 
escapees who made it back to Britain, also signed 
a first edition copy of his book about the escape 
for his old friend. 

Mr Corser also knew many of those who 
escaped from Stalag Luft Three in the Great 
Escape of 1944, which was made into a Holly¬ 
wood movie in 1963 starring Steve McQueen, 
James Garner, and Richard Attenborough. 

The tunnel was dug in the officer’s compound 
and 76 men got away before it was discovered. 

Fifty of the 73 escapees that were recaptured 
were executed by the Nazis. 

It was during this time Mr Corser met the 
famous fighter ace Douglas Bader, sharing the 
same hut with him for a time. In 1945 he was 
among the thousands of PoWs who were forced 
by the Germans to march hundreds of miles 
across Europe ahead of the advancing Soviet Red 
Army to camps in Germany. 

His son John, of Upper Gornal, explained: “It 
was obviously an ordeal for those who took part. 

“My dad spoke of his horrific memories of the 


conditions that they faced. It was cold and they 
had very limited rations. 

“He was very proud of his time in the RAF and 
of what the bombers did to win the war. He was 
delighted that a memorial to Bomber Command 
was finally opened in London last year. 

“He enjoyed watching the films about Stalag 
Luft Three and read extensively about the 
Second World War.” 

After being liberated by Allied troops, there 
was another twist to Mr Corser’s early life on his 
return to Britain. His best friend in No 9 Bomber 
Squadron was a man called Eric Blackburn, from 
Irlam, Lancashire, who died during the war 
when his own bomber crashed in Lincolnshire. 

Before his capture, Mr Corser had met Mr 
Blackburn’s sister Marian, and on his return 
they married and produced six children. 

John, aged 53, said: “The whole family is very 
proud of what he and my uncle did during the 
war.” After training as a teacher, Mr Corser and 
his wife moved from Irlam to Wolverhampton in 
the late 1950s and then to Sedgley in 1963 

He was principal of the Sedgley Evening Insti¬ 
tute for nearly 20 years in the 1970s and 1980s 
and was also a fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society and a member of the Caterpillar Club for 
people whose lives were saved by parachute. 

Geography 

“My father had a great love of maps and all 
aspects of geography,” said John. “Sport was also 
among his loves and he was a keen tennis player 
and played amateur rugby league.” 

Mr Corser specialised in remedial education 
and taught at a number of schools across the 
Black Country up until his retirement. 

He loved to travel and made several visits to 
Germany in his later years and also visited his 
sister Heather in the United States where she 
had moved as a GI bride after the war. 

He also helped with the Arcalian Players Dra¬ 
matic Society based at High Areal School. Marian 
died in 1998 and he later moved to Tettenhall. He 
leaves his second wife Betty, six children, 12 
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Time to nominate 
for mayor awards 

THERE are still a few 
weeks left to nominate the 
borough’s unsung heroes 
for the Mayor of Dudley’s 
Civic Awards. 

Residents are being 
urged to put forward those 
people they think have 
gone the extra mile in the 
community, to be hon¬ 
oured in the 10th annual 
awards before the closing 
date of February 18. 

To nominate visit www. 
dudley.gov.uk or fill in a 
form available from 
borough libraries. 

Winners and runners- 
up will be decided in March 
with prizes presented 
during a civic ceremony. 

Anglers reeled in 
over killing Keith 

ANGLERS have backed 
down in a row over the pro¬ 
tection of a seal in the 
River Severn amid fears 
they wanted the creature 
shot. 

Animal lovers and con¬ 
servationists, including 
the RSPCA, condemned a 
bid by the Angling Trust to 
obtain a licence to kill the 
seal. The seal, nicknamed 
Keith. 

Members of the Angling 
Trust said they will work 
with groups to find a solu¬ 
tion. 

Exhibition of art 

AN exhibition of abstract 
art is going on display at 
Worcester Cathedral. The 
paintings can be viewed in 
the North Crypt from Feb¬ 
ruary 12 to 24. The Foun¬ 
dations of Remembrance 
exhibition is by Dan 
Roach. 





It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
28 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 
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NEWS 


Private services bring 
in £70,000 for hospital 


Would-be robber on CCTV 





The man tries to grab the chain as the shop assistant hangs on to it 


A SHOPWORKER’S finger was 
injured when a man tried to snatch a 
gold chain worth £2,700 from a 
Dudley jeweller’s. 

Police think the attempted 
robbery could be linked with a raid in 
which a £5,000 Rolex was stolen in 
Staffordshire on the same day 

The raids happened on October 17 
but police have only now released the 
CCTV footage which show the 
would-be robber’s face, appealing for 
information to track down the 
culprit. 

The suspect went into G&K Jew¬ 
ellers in Plaza Mall, High Street, 
Dudley, at around 10.10am on the 
day and asked to see the gold chain. 

Shop assistant Gemma Jones, 
aged 24, was showing it to him, when 
he suddenly grabbed it and tried to 
run off. 

Gemma was able to keep hold of it 
and he left empty-handed - but she 
suffered an injury to her finger. 

At around 4pm the same day, the 
Rolex was stolen from City Jewellers 
in Market Street, Lichfield. 

To help call police on 101. 


The man at the jewellery counter 
moments before the robbery bid 


DUDLEY’S main hospital has 
raised more than £70,000 income 
by offering patients private treat¬ 
ment, including procedures no 
longer available on the NHS, new 
figures show. 

Twenty-four people have chosen to pay 
for outpatient appointments or minor 
operations at Dudley’s Russells Hall 
since the scheme was launched last 
January. 

Figures released by the hospital trust’s 
information governance manager 
showed the income raised up until last 
month was £70,031. 

Under the Care Plus programme, 
bosses provide services including cardiol¬ 
ogy, orthopaedics, plastic surgery and 
sports therapy to private patients. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
has pledged to put any profit back into 
NHS health care to develop services. 

People interested in having a proce¬ 
dure done as a private patient need to get 
their GP to refer them to the hospital and 
free parking is available. 

The hospital has also begun offering 
patients having NHS treatment the 
chance to book a private room. 

They cost £80 per night and each one 
has its own shower room and television 
while some also have an iPod docking 
station and a DVD player. 

A new agreement 

A NEW partnership agreement has been 
signed between church leaders in the Mid¬ 
lands and Peru. 

Bishop John Inge, from the Diocese of 
Worcester, and Bishop William Godfrey of 
Peru renewed the special friendship, 21 
years after it was founded. A group from 
Worcester visited Peru in 2012 to discuss 
the relationship between the dioceses. 



Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


MAXIMUM LUXURY, 
NIL ADVANCE 

New Astra Elite 


2.0CDTi16v (165PS) 
ecoFLEX Start/Stop manual 
It’s all included: 

• Perforated leather seat facings 

• Heated front seats 

• 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Dual-zone electronic climate control 

• Electrically foldable door mirrors 

• 62.8mpg Combined fuel economy 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Motability 



Stourbridge Motor House 

47 High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Halesowen Vauxhall 

Dudley Road 


0121 5030001 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). 
Astra Elite 2.0CDTi 16v (165P5) ecoFLEX Start/Stop manual: Urban: 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban: 70.6 (4.0), Combined: 62.8 
(4.5). CO 2 emissions 119g/km. 

Vehicle shown is for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant, metallic or pearlescent paint and parking distance sensors provided at 
no additional cost. Under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme a driver can get the use of a brand new Astra Elite 2.0CDTi 16v (165PS) ecoFLEX Start/Stop manual from 
Nil Advance Payment. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited 
(Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House. 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE19HB. Offer valid from 1 January 2013-31 March 2013. To qualifyyou must 
be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement, which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly 
rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 
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Cameron musn't be fobbed off 


RE: David Cameron and his promise of evaporate. Initially the French entity. We were forced to accept an 
a referendum on Europe, I have never appeared not to want us in. inquisitorial legal system rather than 

been asked if I wish to be a member. By the time we became a member the our Common Law. We had to accept any 

What we were asked many years ago Germans and the French had things all law passed by the now European Com- 
was if we wanted to be a member of the sown up. The Germans had the indus- munity (EU) whether they suited us or 
European Economic Community try and the French the agriculture. As not. 

(EEC). This was to be an organisation a result of this our industry went to the Let us hope our Prime Minister goes 
whose aim was to make trade between wall. with a positive agenda not spouting, as 

the European countries easier to Steel plants such as those in Bilston some have in the past, I will show them 
operate. and Round Oak were closed down. We what I want then leave us much weaker 

At that time we were trading with no longer exported to the rest of the than when he went, 
the whole of the World. I worked on world (we had been sending buses to David Cameron go well prepared and 
projects which went to many countries South America by the ship load). This do not be fobbed off with what the EU 
including Russia, India, Europe and was the start of the country moving want us to accept, 
further. Once we joined the EEC busi- backward. D WINTERBORN 

ness/trade outside Europe appeared to The EEC evolved into a political Dudley 


Marvellous 
heart and 
lung centre 

I HAVE just had a spell in 
the New Cross Heart & 
Lung centre for a valve 
replacement and bypass. 

This is the NHS at its best. 
This centre is really marvel¬ 
lous, all the staff are kind, 
helpful and very efficient. I 
really couldn’t have had any 
better care it was 1st class+. 

Special thanks to Mr 
Matuszewski and his team 
for my new lease of life. 

Long live the NHS. 

COLIN MARSH 

Gornal Wood 

Cheaper tickets 

I HAVE just received a 
reminder to renew my bus 
pass. 

It must cost more than a 
bomb to print and issue 
these passes. 

Why can’t the bus compa¬ 
nies issue cheap tickets for 
shoppers. This would 
encourage more people to 
use the buses and visit 
shops. 

M WILSON 

Harding Street 

Coseley 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Mystery of the lady 
with a snow shovel 


I WOULD like to express my thanks to a wonderful young 
lady, whose name I should have got and two gentlemen who 
helped recover my car from Berrybush Gardens near 
Sedgley. 

There is only one road that exits the estate, Areal Street 
a steep incline and Dudley Council had not treated the road 
thus a lot of the residents would have been unable to leave 
the estate. 

Recently my vehicle, a nice German model but the worst 
car ever in snow, was stranded, thus I thought it best to 
leave the vehicle there. 

A couple of nights later my friend and I set about recov¬ 
ering the vehicle. Even with 60 years driving experience 
and almost 28 stone of masculinity between us, all our 
attempts to move the vehicle couldn’t budge it, then sud¬ 
denly a delightful young lady appeared with a shovel and 
not only set about digging us out. 

Aided by two locals we managed to succeed, I would like 
to express my extreme gratitude to the two gents who also 
helped, but moreover I would like to contact the young lady, 
without whose “expertise” we would still be there. 

MR GARY WYLDE, Woodsetton 


Read the 
manual 
on tyres 
in winter 

RE: Rear wheel drive is no 
use in the snow. Nonsense. 

Read the manufacturers 
handbook, and fit winter 
tyres. If you want to get 
around safe in general 
winter conditions, and be 
able to drive up and down 
hills, brake safely etc in 
snow, then from my experi¬ 
ence winter tyres will work 
as they are designed to, 
including in thick snow. 

I’ve no idea how they 
work, but rest assured, they 
do, indeed unbelievably so. 

After last year’s snow, I’ve 
now fitted them to my wife’s 
and daughter’s cars as well 
as my rear-wheel drive. You 
cannot compromise on 
safety. If you do, then you 
should follow Mr Parker’s 
advice, and do not go out in 
adverse conditions if you are 
not properly prepared. 

I would repeat, read your 
car’s handbook on driving in 
winter conditions. 

S PICKETT 
Church Street 
Brierley Hill 


Hawthorn 

XX/i r ~i d o\z\xs 



Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 



Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 28th February 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 



Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18 mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


No False Promises! No Pressure! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 

sho w you th e exce l lent s t< 



Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 

_ 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potentid 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTE 

www.qkm.org.uk WE W[LL N0TLETY0UDOWN!! 

Quality 


» Minimal disruption 
• Free design service 
1 Unbeatable prices 


Kitchen 
Makeovers Ltd 

And Associated Companies 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 

Halesowen B63 3LZ | 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 Mobile: 07726 104200 g 
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JANUARY OFFERS 


] YEARS IN 

UK LIMITED / Est. 1988 BUSINESS 

ows • Doors • Porches / • Fascias • Conservatories 



products from the Midlands 


Conservatories/Windows Installer 
The brand you can trust 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT* 


We will beat any genuine like for like quote from any 
established reputable company (io years plus) * 





Mill)' 


No job too big or small 
■from Windows to 
Orangeries 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS on 
Windows 
A Doors! 


HUGE 
SAVINGS 
ON FASCIAS 
& SOFFITS 


Walsall 
Cannock 
Wolverhampton 
Stafford 
Coventry 

Sandwell & Dudley 


TTTTf 


Hi 

leaking 

. ^ 


ilacing? 

mrantee 

id to 50 years T 



01922 430 908 
01543 401 101 
01902 489 498 
01785 318 699 
02476 960 880 
01384 847 123 


Stratford Upon Avon 
Leamington Spa 
Telford 
Rugby 

Kidderminster 

Birmingham 


01789 270 726 
01926 702 303 
01952 427 667 
01788 211 019 
01562 539 341 
0121 568 7388 



STo^tritcil fiTTed cur itinctonS 

20 yccrc <390. mov<nci 

hod a con»cn»ntcry and 

a full house of windows and 
reco«veyended them to oil 01 
nends and fcnn»y 


ftiftins of DikA«y 



Th* (way you and your canoany 
dear* mtn rr«e from sta-t to f*»>sh 
ho* beyond doubt wore than »-«t 

mry r*-»d 9 »r n rr^ 

total #oti*fcKt»or> 

I am vary 

. |§ r_ | - ^ ni --r. ij •«. - f 0 


ThonA you To your office 
staff who co-ordinated 
everything perfectly 
Mr and Mrs Simmons 
of Wolsall 


r Mttf recenintikkd to 
the cumpany IO years ago and 
recently noa a conservatory fitted 
- C am a«er the mace* pNtll 
the quality and sennoe 
Mbsm m fVie of Stafford 


FENSA 


Registered Company 
24875 


Homs 

. Improvement* 

! A&ttxiaUon Ltd 


X am del'qhtec with my 
conservatory and would 
highly recommend your firm 
M- ; ss CKallorver of 
Wolverhomoton 


GOLD MEMBEI 



GIFT VOUCHER 


I In Conjunction with Conservatory Order - One Item per customer 

I 0 Electrics including Fan Light Q Air Cooler/Heater Q Laminate Flooring 

Please specify by ticking box [Must be handed to representative on first visit] 

| F E N S A I 4^DTT TZTTLTr'TVYXT l 't/UBmJ- ^nadon^Security 


m 


© PILKINGTON 


FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL OUR FREEPHONE NO. 


0500 77 75 75 hc 


I 


Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WSIO SSY Regional Depot: 0121 56S 73SS Fax: 0121 56S SS 

Email: sureshielduk@btconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 


NEWS 


Come and sea colourful 
marine life at aquarium 



Stacey Ward, assistant manager of aquarium house Forty Fathoms, displays the shop’s new coral tank 



Some of the marine life on show 


EXOTIC marine life from 
around the globe is attracting 
customers to a Kiddermin¬ 
ster aquarium. 

Forty Fathoms, Greatfield Road is 
displaying species from across the 
world in two 10ft by 5ft, 20 inches deep 
tanks - one for saltwater corals and 
another for aquatic plants. 

The marine life has come from loca¬ 
tions as exotic as Indonesia and Singa¬ 
pore. 

Manager Wez Sharif said trade had 
boosted as families from the town 
flocked to see the colourful displays. 
He said it has around 50 soft and hard 
corals. “They’ve come from all around 


the world and they look wonderful.” 

The shop owners invested “thou¬ 
sands” in the tanks and their contents, 
but Mr Sharif said it had all been worth 
it. 

He said: “The reaction has been 
really good and it’s pushed sales up. We 
have had a few people who have never 
been in before stop by to see the corals. 

“We’re getting lots of families and 
people who have never kept marine 
tanks before who are now asking how 
to keep them.” The family-run aquar¬ 
ium also houses more than 300 species 
of fish - from cold water varieties to 
tropical - and around 100 other kinds 
of plants and corals. 


(f^ 


([ 


MARTYN 



tlal 

FITTED 

BEDROOMS 


• Family run business 

• Made to measure furniture 

• Large choice of designs 

• Over 30 year's experience 

• Free design service 

• Personal commitment 


We are a family run business with over 
30 year's experience in fitted bedrooms 
We pride ourselves on quality and 
providing excellent customer service 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Monday-Saturday 8 am-5 pm 
Sunday 10 am-2 pm 


CS 1 


Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate,Talbots Lane 

Brierley Hill, DY5 2YX 

Formerly of Level Street, Brierley Hill 


01384 482862 
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Wheels windfall 



Carnival queen Hannah Cornish and, from left, 1 st Kidderminster 
Boys’ Brigade’s Charlie Tindell, Oliver Reah and James Cook 

BOYS’ Brigade members are travelling in style thanks to a 
£2,000 windfall from Kidderminster Carnival organisers. 

The donation has enabled the Mitton Hall 1st Kidder¬ 
minster brigade to replace its old minibus with a newer 
second-hand 17-seater. 

The Brigade raised the remaining £4,000 to buy the 
vehicle. 

Officer Graham Knight said the carnival donation had 
been a “major” boost. 

He said: “We did not expect to raise the money so quickly 
and we are very, very grateful to the carnival for its assis¬ 
tance. If we didn’t have a minibus it would have a major 
impact on the company as we also use it to take the boys to 
camps and weekly activities.” 

Kidderminster Carnival chairman Colin Hill said: “The 
committee is delighted to be able to give £2,000 to the 
brigade and is very grateful for the support its members 
gave to last year’s carnival after being chosen as the main 
beneficiary.” This year’s carnival will take place at Brinton 
Park on Saturday June 22. 


Extra staff 
taken on by 
service for 
vulnerable 

EXTRA staff are being taken on to help hun¬ 
dreds of vulnerable families in Dudley get 
financial support and advice under new 
council plans. 

Dudley Council is setting up a local welfare assistance 
scheme. It will replace the current Community Care Grants 
and Crisis Loans system run g |^y Heather Large 


by the Department for Work 
and Pensions. 


riL e -n • to best meet people’s needs. 

The authority wi l receive « C]ftar]v thousand. 


awards budget of 
£700,000 to run the pro¬ 
gramme. 

Each year, around 8,000 
applications are made by 
vulnerable people and 

groups in Dudley. Financial sefvice ts to hel us meet 
?22rooo t °i al J? n l “ early the demands of tKis extra 


Clearly with thousands 
of applications each year for 
the current scheme, the new 
responsibilities will result in 
a significantly increased 
workload. We will be creat¬ 
ing three new customer 


£800,000 are given out. 

The council plans to take 
on three workers to assist 
with the extra workload 
created by the change. 

Funding for the posts will 


work. ” 

The changes to the system 
are being made as part of the 
Government’s national 
welfare reforms. 

Meanwhile Dudley has 


be covered by a government been awarded cash & hel 

from ir 7^m fr ™ U , „ r “« e more than 700 troubled fern- 
from £17,161. to £19,126. dies as part of a Government 

•a°“W'fU° r a °i We ' scheme aimed at tackling 

said: With reduced funding problems pas3ed from gen * 

redesigirthe service in order erati<>n t0 Ration. 

Author to guest at storytelling 

A HALESOWEN author will be the special guest at a 
bedtime story event. Children are invited to Cradley Library 
in Colley Lane on January 31 dressed in their pyjamas to 
listen to Lee Howell. The reading will take place at 6pm. 





Group travel 


QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS “NEW FREEPHONE NUMBER” 

THROUGHOUT BRITAIN & EUROPE 0800 002 9788 






2013 HOLIDAY BROCHURE OUT NOW 


OUR 2013 BROCHURE IS OUT NOW PACKED FULL OF EXCITING 
COACH HOLIDAY IDEAS THROUGHOUT THE UK, EUROPE & IRELAND 
WITH OVER 70 DESTINATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM 
** WITH ONLY 42 LUXURY COACH SEATS & LOADS OF LEGROOM 
WHY SETTLE FOR 2ND BEST? 


2nd Feb - COACH HOLIDAY OPEN DAY - 2nd Feb 

SATURDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2013 (9am - 4pm) 

at GTL OFFICES, AUDNAM, STOURBRIDGE DY8 4AG (A491 Stour - Kingswinford Rd) 

“YOU’RE INVITED” TO OUR ANNUAL OPEN DAY - COME ALONG TO VIEW ONE OF 
OUR LUXURY TOURING COACHES - PICK UP A COLOUR BROCHURE - MEET OUR 
FRIENDLY STAFF - FREE LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE DAY 

Come along and see us on the day to be entered 
into a “FREE” prize draw for a weekend away for two 



Mon 11 - Fri 15 FEB 
Sun 24 - Mon 25 FEB 
Sat 2 - Sun 3 MARCH 
Mon 11 - Fri 15 MARCH 
Mon 18 - Fri 22 MARCH 
Sat 23 - Sun 24 MARCH 
Mon 25 - Fri 29 MARCH 
Fri 29 MAR-Mon 1st APR 
Mon 1st-Fri 5th APRIL 
Sun 14th - Thu 18th APRIL 


WEYMOUTH WINTER TREAT (4 nts Half Board) 

MAGIC CIRCLE - HOUSE OF 10,000 SECRETS (1 nt Half Board) 
BLETCHLEY PARK & WAR ROOMS (1 nt Half Board) 

VICTORIAN LLANDUDNO (4 nts Half Board) 

BLACKPOOL DELIGHTS & LAKE WINDERMERE (4 nts Half Board) 
SCENIC SETTLE to CARLISLE RAILWAY (1 nt Half Board) 
EXCLUSIVE RESORT OF SANDBANKS, DORSET (4 nts Half Board) 
EASTER IN PARIS & MONET’S GARDEN (3 nts Bed & Breakfast) 
LINCOLNSHIRE DELIGHTS, FENS & WOLDS (4 nts Half Board) 
DUBLIN, WICKLOW, RIVER & RAIL (4 nts Half Board) 


£189.50 

£159.50 

£119.50 

£265.00 

£189.50 

£99.50 

£319.50 

£259.50 

£249.50 

£379.50 



LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
STARTING FROM £135.00 PP 


♦ LUXURY COACH TRAVEL WITH JUST 42 SEATS 

♦ 4 STAR HOTEL WITH BED & ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

♦ SAT NIGHT THEATRE TICKET TO ALL THE TOP SHOWS 

♦ VISIT TO COVENT GARDEN ON SUNDAY MORNING 


Phone For A Brochure Or See All Our Holidays & Day Tours On Our Website 

www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 

GROUP TRAVEL HOUSE, Audnam, Stourbridge, DY8 4AG Tel: 0800 002 9788 
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SALE 


CnfoWas £1495 
OUICI Sale £995 - 

NOW ONLY 


SCOIINJ 

7 NOW 


m 


(Limited 

stock 

available) 


WE OFFER UP TO £1000 

PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

(offer only applies to suites not included in double discount sale) 



Luxury 4 Drawer Divan 

Was £599 
Sale £349 

NOW ONLY 
£200 





LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
RISE& 

RECLINER CHAIRS 
FROM £495 



LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 

FROM £395 


ODD BASES AND MATTRESSES I FREE HOME DELIVERY AND FREE 
TO CLEAR FROM £69 REMOVAL OF EXISTING FURNITURE 


dreamworld 

-furniture- 

kingswi nford 

It’s a name you can trust. A family business, for over 30 years. 

• THREE PIECE SUITES • CHAIRS • BEDS • CARPETS • DINING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: 


Mon-Sat 10 am -5 pm Sun 10.30 am-4 .30 pm 
Large free car park I II VISA 
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MEMORY LANE 



Round Oak was preparing to celebrate its 125th anniversary when the axe came MP John Blackburn capaigned to save the works A casting machine inside Round Oak Steel Works, Brierley Hill 


Tea break came with news of steel 
works closure and 1,200 lost jobs 


IT was a tea break Michael Lyon will never 
forget. The crane operator at Round Oak 
Steel Works was in the rest room with 
around 25 workmates when reports came 
through on the radio that their plant would 
be closing, with the loss of 1,200 jobs. 

“It was the first we had heard about it,” he says. 
“Apparently the union had known about it for some 
time. We were just totally shocked, there were quite a 
few swearwords and words about the union man. It 
wasn’t very pleasant.” 

It is 30 years since Round Oak, the last major steel 
plant in the West Midlands, shut its doors for the last 
time. 

Just a few years earlier, half of the Black Country had 
reverberated to the dull thud of the steel-making indus¬ 
try, the smoking chimneys of Round Oak, Brierley Hill, 
Patent Shaft Wednesbury, and Stewarts and Lloyds, 
Bilston, forming the backdrop to the Black Country 
skyline. 

By Christmas 1982 they had all been consigned to 
history. Bilston had been the first to close in 1979, and 
Patent Shaft followed suit the following year. 

But all the hopes that this rationalisation would 
secure the future of Round Oak, which had been prepar¬ 
ing to celebrate its 125th anniversary, melted away like 
a lump of pig iron entering a furnace. 

Michael, now 71, had been with the company for 14 
years when the plant closed. His son Ian, who worked as 
an apprentice bricklayer at the works, also lost his job. 
“It was a fantastic place to work, I enjoyed going to work 


by Mark Andrews 


every day, I don’t think there are a lot of people who can 
say that,” he says. 

“Everybody helped each other out, if anything went 
wrong, we all pulled together, you would never get 
anybody say ‘that’s not my job’. 

“The bosses there would bend for you as well, they 
would try to help you, and then when they wanted a 
favour, you would give them the favour back.” 

Round Oak was founded in 1857 by the Earl of Dudley, 
as an outlet for the pig iron from the blast furnaces 
which proliferated the area. At the height of the indus¬ 
trial revolution, most of the world’s iron was made 
within 20 miles of the plant. 

The earl already owned coal and iron mines, limestone 
quarries, sand-pits and blast furnaces, and his agent 
Richard Smith saw a large, modern ironworks as the 
perfect way to use these resources. 

Replace 

He bought 28 acres of land, a private railway, mines 
and minerals under the land from the Earl of Aberdeen, 
and the plant quickly built up a reputation, winning a 
medal at the 1862 International Exhibition for “fine col¬ 
lection of iron of good quality”. 

As steel began to replace iron in the 1880s, the plant 
was rebuilt on a much larger scale, and the five chimneys 
which towered above Brierley Hill become known as 
‘The Cunader’, because of their resemblance to a giant 
cruise ship. 

Michael, who lives in Kinver, says jobs at Round Oak 


were much sought after in the steel trade when he joined 
as a 27-year-old in 1968. “At the time, I was working for 
Titan Steel Wheel at Cookley, near Kidderminster,” he 
says. “In those days it was very hard to get ajob at Round 
Oak. You usually had to know somebody who already 
worked there, but funnily enough, I just applied for ajob 
and got accepted.” 

At its peak, 3,000 people were employed at the 50-acre 
site, but the 1970s saw a big fall in demand and 1,750 
jobs were cut in the three yeas prior to closure. 

Just two months before closure, personnel director 
Ian Copland had assured the remaining workers that 
their jobs were safe. Pledges were made to save the 
works and the Government agreed to look at a rescue 
package put forward by Dudley West Tory MP John 
Blackburn. But it was all to no avail. 

Michael Lyon remembers a sombre mood in the plant 
on the last day. “At noon they told us we could go if we 
wanted, and most just ran out as soon as it was time,” he 
says. 

After leaving Round Oak, Michael set up taxi and 
window cleaning businesses. 

Buildings like the main office block in Dudley Road 
survive to this day, but most of the works was demol¬ 
ished in 1984. The site is now home to the Waterfont 
offices, with Merry Hill shopping centre nearby. 

Michael says: “I can still recognise where I worked, in 
the No. 3 bay, right opposite the Blue Brick pub,” he 
says. Occasionally he goes back to the site do a spot of 
shopping, but not very often. 

But he adds: “They’ve had my job off me - they’re not 
having my money, too.” 




"We have found that 60% of our business comes from 
our advert in the Chronicle". LB plastering services 

To find out how you can advertise from as little 
as a week, contact Ryan Cooper on 

01384 353227 



‘If it wasn’t for my foster 
parents, Alan and Sarah, 

I wouldn’t be the football 
coach I am today.’ 

Foster or adopt with us and help a 
child achieve their goals. 

our open evening is: 

Monday 4 February 2013 
7pm to 9pm 
at the Service office, 

Trinity Road, Dudley 
DY1 1JB 

Call: 01384 458585 
Visit www.barnardos.org.uk 

Believe In 

cLli Barnard* >s 



(bridal Qbemjiw 

2013 Design Prom Dresses now in stock 

Choose from our fabulous design range or if you cannot 
quite find what you are looking for, design your own and 
choose from a stunning range of fabrics and colours 



Prom Dresses from £180 - £400 

Open from January 2nd 
Open Tues, Wed, Thurs 
86 Saturday 10-5 
Mon, Fri 86 Evenings 
by appointment 

DESIGNING GOWNS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 
Payment terms available 
Dress alteration service 


Tel 0121 561 4411 
7 Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis 
B659BL 



ATTENTION 

If you are a GAS or ELECTRICITY customer of 

THE FOLLOWING ENERGY SUPPLIERS: 

BRITISH GAS • EDF ENERGY • EON • N. POWER 
• SCOTTISH POWER 
• SCOTTISH & SOUTHERN ENERGY 
SCOTTISH HYDRO • SCOTTISH GAS 
SOUTHERN ELECTRIC 
UTILITY WAREHOUSE • VIRGIN 
• TOTAL GAS & POWER 

Due to legislation you could be eligible for 

£5000 Compensation 

THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 

Tel: 01785 211221 

_ EMAIL: admin@energycompensation.co.uk _ 
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Football dub bosses are 
defiant In face of arson 



A portable building used by Mostyn Rangers Football Club was destroyed in a suspected arson attack 


BOSSES of a Kidderminster 
football club have vowed not 
to be beaten by arsonists who 
destroyed their changing 
rooms. 

Two portable toilets and changing 
rooms belonging to Mostyn Rangers 
FC were burned down in the attack at 
the playing fields off Zortech Avenue. 

Club secretary Steve Fox said the 
club had been left upset by the attack 
to the building which will cost at least 
£1,000 to replace, while the equipment 
it contained - which included goal¬ 
posts, nets, corner flags and kits - was 
worth up to another £300. 

But he said management would hold 


an emergency meeting on January 29 
to discuss replacing the facilities, 
which were used by both mens and 
children’s teams. 

He said: “We need to get it up and 
running as soon as possible. The facili¬ 
ties are not covered by insurance, so 
this will be a significant hit for the club 
in these hard times.” 

Upset 

“We are very upset. The managers 
have put in a lot of hard work at the 
club and it’s all voluntary. 

“We have been here since 1974 using 
these facilities.” 

Mr Fox added that matches and 
training sessions would continue as 
normal at the grounds, which are 


owned by Stourbridge College, once 
the harsh weather had subsided. 

The fire was discovered shortly 
before 10.50am on January 16. 

The blaze, which melted the toilets 
and seriously damaged the building. 

Pc Dan Southan said: “We are inves¬ 
tigating this as arson and want to hear 
about any sightings of people near 
those facilities on the field there from 
around 11am on January 16. 

“The grounds can be seen from 
Burlish Top and any golfers on the 
adjoining course may also have noticed 
if anyone was there at the time.” 

Witnesses or anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call 101, quoting the inci¬ 
dent reference 214-S-160113 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 






Unit 2, The Wallows, Fens Pool Avenue, 
Brierley Hill, OYS1QA 


Tel: 01384 573 903 


TOTAL PLASTICS 

THB UlTIMATC III BtlllDINC PLASTICS 


Option 


°Ptiori 

2 


•l*« 


For Illustration purposes only FROM Z.O , t tUU inc VAT* | Terms and conditions apply 

All Enquiries Welcome Free Day And Evening Surveys No Job Too Small 


500mm Gloss White 
WC Unit 

500mm Gloss White 


White fascias, soffits and 
guttering supplied, fitted 
including Vat on an average 
3 bedroom house 


From £ 1 , 295 * 

*Terms and conditions apply 


CALL IN OUR SHOWROOM AND SEE OUR RANGE OF 
BATHROOMS ON DISPLAY NOW 


THERMOSTATIC SHOWER 
VALVE AND KIT 


Thermostatic 

Shower 

Valve 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE 


900mm 

Quadrant 

Enclosure 


Pearlstone Shower Trays 

Now 

HALF PRICE 


Hastfury Windows Ltd* 



* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! K 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001/01214212104 % * * 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 


o 


































































Page 12 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 2013 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

QUALITY & SECURITY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 



Windows and Conservatories 


i 

www.dudleydoorsandconservatories.co.uk 
Come and visit our factory for quality and factory outlet prices 

DON’T DELAY CALL TODAY 

Call: 01384 292484 Mobile: 0777 2131678 

Call for a FREE Home Visit or Visit Our Stallings Lane Factory (next door to Cane & Patio) 



3x3 conservatory £5,500 Orangeries 


Imagine a place in your home 
where you can retreat to & 
relax in a place that brings light 
& air into your home. A place 
just for you, tailored to your 
specifications a great way to 
extend virtually any property. 


PATIO 

DOORS 

£780 

fitted 


Includes electrics, 2 sockets, 

2 wall light facility, 
dwarfwall and base and floor tiles. 
We use porcelain tiles, 8 different" 
colours to chose from. 

We can also supply underfloor 
heating, if required. 


We install approx 1,100 
installations a year, of 
which two thirds come 
from recommendation. 


w of the Orangery 
from inside 


(Please ask for details) 
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pledge to keep fighting 

CAMPAIGNERS fighting the loss 
of services at Kidderminster 
Library gallery have pledged to 
battle on - despite them deciding 
to withdraw a Judicial Review. 

The legal challenge to Worcestershire 
County Council’s decision to take away 
space at the Library Gallery to make room 
for offices for staff, was to be based on claims 
of a lack of consultation and legal argu¬ 
ments. 

But after taking further advice, the calls 
for the Judicial Review have been dropped. 

Kidderminster Gallery Friends are con¬ 
cerned that not only will exhibition and 
music space be lost but that local history 
records are also under threat. 

They are determined to fight the plans 
and refute the council’s continued claims 
that there will be no loss of service. 

Stephen Brown, secretary of the Friends, 
said: “The plans clearly mean the music per¬ 
formances will go, there is a loss of gallery 
space and the local history records are under 
threat, if some of them have not already 
been removed.” 

The Friends submitted a Freedom of 
Information request to the council for the 
release of paperwork relating to the original 
gallery design but say they were told finding 
this would involve too much time and 
money. A spokesman for Worcestershire 
County Council said: “The authority is con- 
I fident information provided to the Planning 
and Regulatory Committee was accurate.” 


ATM man's car is stolen 

A CAR was stolen while its owner used a 
cash machine near Halesowen. 

Thieves struck outside the Spar, St 
Kenelm’s Road, Romsley, police said. 

The driver of the dark blue Audi A4 
Quattro estate, left the keys in the driver’s 
door side pocket and the vehicle unlocked 
while he used the cash machine. 

He saw two men crossing the roadand 
take his vehicle Witnesses should call 101 
quoting incident 356-S-160113. 


Pupils’ eastern adventure 



Aiming for foreign climes, teacher Ron Jackson with, back, Katie 
Ludlam, Pippa Brazier and Sophie Bishop and, front, Laura Bennett 


STUDENTS in Kidderminster are Ankor Wat, the world’s largest 
packing their bags for a month-long Hindu temple complex, before 
expedition to Cambodia and Thai- undertaking a six-day trek in 
land. Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand and 

The students from Holy Trinity working in an orphanage. 
International School and King To fund the trip, students from 
Charles I School will be leaving for both schools held car boot sales, 
their ‘World Challenge Expedition’ cake sales and a variety perform- 
in July as part of their enrichment ance. 

studies. In Cambodia they will visit More fundraisers are planned. 


PLUMBZONE 


^WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

★ A 7 year manufacturer’s warranty 
i k 1 year workmanship guarantee 

(if installed before 31st December 2012 standard warranty 5 years) terms & conditions apply 

i k 5 year discounted servicing 

-k First annual boiler service free of charge 

★ FREE central heating system flush 


POWERFLUSH of 7 Radiators 
PLUS Chemical Treatment of 
the system for: 


SW40 

i275 



ProCombi 

24kw Boiler 

24kw Boiler and 

7 Radiator Central 
Heating System 

Supplied & fitted for 

Supplied & fitted for 




Expert Advice & FREE Quotation, call 0800 6440131 
Visit our new showroom: 68 Wellington Road, Dudley, DY1 IRE 
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PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR INTEREST FREE NO DEPOSIT 
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for blackspot 


the 


Thousands of people have already visited the 
Winter Sale at Cousins Furniture. 


TRAFFIC-calming measures could be installed at a notori¬ 
ous accident blackspot near Kidderminster. 

Hundreds of people signed a petition calling for the speed 
limit along the A449 at Cookley to be reduced from 60mph 
to 40mph after a 22-year-old shop worker died after losing 
control of her car on the same stretch of road last September 
while travelling from Wolverhampton to Kidderminster. 

The petition, bearing 350 names,was handed over to 
Worcestershire County Council shortly before Christmas. 

Councillor Chris Nicholls, of Wyre Forest District 
Council, has been campaigning to have the speed li mi t 
reduced since the death of Natasha Marie Kew, of High 
Street, Wordsley. He said he was “hoping speed restrictions 
or traffic-calming measures might be introduced along the 
stretch of road”. Councillor Nicholls said he was surprised 
that speed enforcement had been toughened up at an often 
traffic-snarled spot on the A449 Wolverhampton Road at 
Broadwaters. 


Newsagent couple 
are calling it a day 



Surendra Patel and his wife Kala celebrate their retire¬ 
ment after 33 years with daughters Divya, left, and 
Dilusha and her husband Joydeep Ghoshdastidar 

A COUPLE have sold their final newspaper after closing the 
the newsagent they have run for more than 30 years. 

Surendra and Kala Patel started running Dilsur News, in 
Alexandra Road, Halesowen, in July 1980 but after years of 
early-morning starts, the couple, both aged 61, have decided 
it is time to retire. 

They were joined by daughters Divya, 27, and Dilusha, 
35, for their last day. 

No-one is taking over the running of the shop but the 
family plan to continue living above it in the short term. 
Over the past 32 years, the couple have had only three week- 
long holidays due to the demands of the shop. Mr Patel said: 
“That is one week a decade. 

“We have had a wonderful time and a wonderful life here 
at the shop. 

“It has been excellent being a part of this community and 
we have a lot of great memories.” 

IMP welcomes freeze 
on car parking fees 

WYRE Forest MP Mark Gamier has welcomed plans to 
freeze parking charges to help the district’s struggling busi¬ 
nesses. 

Council bosses want to scrap the five per cent increase in 
parking charges in Kidderminster, Bewdley and Stourport 
which was due to come into force in October. 

Wyre Forest District Council agreed last year to put up 
the prices but the cabinet has decided it’s not right time to 
impose further charges. A final decision on the proposals 
will be taken by the full council on February 27. 

Mr Gamier welcomed the proposals, saying: “Wyre 
Forest District Council has to perform a tricky balancing act 
with car parking fees. 

Council leader John Campion said: “We don’t believe that 
now is the right time to increase parking charges further.” 


winter 

sale 


Don't miss your opportunity to take advantage of 
incredible savings across all departments including 
lounge, dining and bedroom furniture plus homewares 
and flooring, including all the famous brands. 


FURTHER 

REDUCTIONS 



SALE 

ENDS 

SOON 


True Shopping 

Experience 

• Unrivalled choice, quality and value 

• Inspirational Displays 

• Leading Brands 

• Friendly, informative staff 

• Furnish every room all under one roof 



Experience the ultimate in comfort for less at the 
Stressless® Comfort studio in your nearest Cousins 
department store. 


a name you can trust 

Cousins are one of the UK's largest family-owned furniture retailers. 

Founded in 1985 by three cousins, the Cousins brand has expanded to 
three 90,000 ft2 furniture department stores, two distribution centres 
plus a head office - for all of which they own the freehold. 


Read what our customers say... 






FJSEE.UK DELIVERY & FITTING 


(pusins 


beyond expectation 


"Can't believe how big the store is. Came back 
the next day to buy dining table and suite" 

B. Wad kins, Merseyside 

"Best selection of furniture around. Very 
welcoming environment and friendly staff." 

C. Palmer, Leamington Spa 

"Always happy with purchases and have been a 
customer for many years." J. Thornton, Solihull 


95 % 

independently 
review our 
products as 
good/excellent 

(see website for details) 

feefo®* 


■ ^"" to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten on price! * 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


The deferred credit offer applies to all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in February 
2014 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Not available on in-store concessions 
or clearance lines. Some items are subject to availability and one per household. All advertised prices are available 
until 10th February 2013. See website for Price Promise details. 





ture Stores 
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SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR F^UEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 



£1450 


fitted 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
Visit our website: 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk 

Mo ttiddGn extras 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

■ Secured by design Quality Products 

■ Energy saving Windows & Doors 

■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

?ry cow^etiffi^e price 



3x3 Edwardian Conservatory 

£5000 

Laminate Flooring & Electrics Included 
Terms & Conditions apply 


Fantastic new Door Range 



SPECIAL OFFER 

RVd l=>oor- 
From 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



Fitted 

Also Special Offers on Conservatories 


ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


NEWS 


£l.6m development to 
help homeless under way 


WORK has begun on a £1.6m 
housing development providing 
accommodation for young people 
at risk of being made homeless. 

The centre in Bromsgrove Street, Kidder¬ 
minster will help 16 to 25-year-olds access 
training and employment as well as provide 
somewhere safe and secure to live. 

The Foyer scheme will be managed by St 
Basil’s, a regional charity which works to 
prevent youth homelessness. 

Once completed the development will 
have 19 accommodation units, office space 
for staff and training space for the residents. 

Service manager Emma Poole said: “St 
Basil’s has been in Kidderminster since 2009 
providing support to local young people and 
we can see how important schemes like this 
are. 

“It will mirror the scheme we have in 
Bromsgrove which has proved to be a great 
success.” 

Funding for the project has come from 
various sources including the WM Housing 
Group, the Homes and Communities 
Agency, Worcestershire County Council and 
Wyre Forest District Council. The develop¬ 
ment is in the “Eastern Gateway’ of Kidder¬ 
minster town centre which has been 
earmarked for regeneration by the district 
council. 

Councillor Anne Hingley, said: “This new 
development will make a real contribution to 
reducing levels of youth unemployment and 
homelessness. 

“The council is approached by many 
young people every year. Unfortunately, 
good quality, supported accommodation is 
very limited. This scheme will make a differ¬ 
ence to the lives of the district’s young 
people”. 


Charity shop needs help 

A CHARITY shop in Kidderminster is 
looking for donations and volunteers. 

Sense is asking people to bring their 
unwanted furniture, electrical goods and 
bric-a-brac to its Coventry Street store. 



Colin Young as Inspector Craddock and Sandy Tudor as Letitia Blacklock 


SUPER sleuth Miss Marple will be 
finding out whodunnit in the latest 
show at Kidderminster’s Rose 
Theatre. 

Resident company The Nonenti¬ 
ties will be performing Agatha 
Christie’s A Murder is Announced 
runs until February 2. 

The play is set in the village of 
Chipping Cleghorn. 

Publicity manager Kerena Taylor 
said: “The Nonentities production 
of A Murder is Announced will be a 
treat for lovers of mysteries full as it 
is with weird characters, dramatic 
situations and enough red herrings 
to sink a trawler. ” 

Performances will take place at 
7.30pm. 

The theatre says tickets are 


selling well and advising people to 
book early. The next production by 
The Nonentities will be Ira Levin’s 
Deathtrap from February 25 until 
March 2. Famed playwright Sidney 
Bruhl debuts the latest in a series of 
Broadway flops and returns to his 
opulent Long Island home and his 
sympathetic but sick wife, Myra. 

Kidderminster Operatic & Dra¬ 
matic Society will then perform 
their version of High Society at the 
theatre from March 7-16. 

The box office is open on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
between 9.30am and 3pm and on 
Saturday between 9.30am and 
1.30pm. 

For details call 01562 743745 or 
visit www.rosetheatre.co.uk 


07 . 


.APR 

W Representative 


finance 

Choose your deposit, choose your term PLUS Lifetime warranty. 


LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 



Corsa Limited Edition 1.2i 


£185 


per 

month* 


with 

£750 

Vauxhall 

deposit 

contribution 


Astra GTC Sport 1.4i Turbo (120PS) 

£209kl* 


with 

£ 1,000 

Vauxhall 

deposit 

contribution 



T Wall Garages Dudley Motor Company 

Kingswinford West Midlands 

01384 288333 01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House Stourbridge Motor House 

West Midlands Stourbridge 

0121 503 0001 01384 447970 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 
(3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 324 - 88g/km. 

Available on selected models only, at participating retailers, exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for details. 24-60 month term, excluding ADAM models (24-48 month term). Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or 
over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by either Vauxhall Motor Finance RH115R or Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer will apply to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers 
are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations before 2nd April 2013. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. tCorsa Limited Edition £2,800 customer deposit (after deduction of Vauxhall contribution) 
followed by 60 monthly payments of £185. *Astra GTC Sport £5,500 customer deposit (after deduction of Vauxhall contribution) followed by 60 monthly payments of £209. Model shown has 19 inch alloy wheels available at an extra cost. A Corsa SXi £2,780 customer deposit followed by 60 
monthly payments of £179. JFirstyear insurance offer available on Corsa SXi models only. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21 -75 (motor policy only).Drivers must have held a valid full UK license for a minimum of 2 years. Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Policies are 
underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. Otherterms and conditions apply. 
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ADULT EDUCATION, TRAINING AND LEISUF 

The Wordsley School 

Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 5SP 

IE 


FRENCH 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Mon 25th Feb. 19.00-21.00. 4 wks. £25.80 # 

intro to SIGN LANGUAGE 

Mon 25th Feb. 19.00-21.00, 10 wks. £51.60 # 

AN INTRODUCTION TO FAMILY HISTORY 

Mon 25th Feb. 13.30-15.30. 5 wks. £42.40 # Cons. £33.30 and 
£11 

CONTINUING FAMILY HISTORY 

Tues 26th Feb. 9.30-11.30. 5 wks. £36.40 # 

CREATE YOUR OWN WEBSITE 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 

ADVANCED WEBSITE EDITING Short’N’Sweet 

Must have completed ‘Create your own website course’ 

Wed 13th Mar. 14.30-16.30 OR Thurs 14th Mar. 19.00-21.00. 

Both 3 wks. £21.90 # 

AN INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL IMAGING 

USING PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 

Tues 19th Feb. 13.30-15.30. 6 wks. £43.70 # 

CONTINUING DIGITAL IMAGING using 

PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 

Mon 18th Feb. 9.30-11.30. 6 wks. £43.70 # 

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING FOR BEGINNERS 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information Short’N’Sweet 

DRAWING FOR BEGINNERS Short’N’Sweet 

Mon 11 th Mar. 14.30-16.30, 3 wks. £21.90 # 

PAINTING AND DRAWING suitable for all levels 
Classes are held on Tuesdays 19.00 - 21.00; 

Wednesdays 9.30- 11.30; Thursdays 9.30- 12.00 and Thursdays 
13.30- 15.30. New courses start April 13. Contact Student 
Services for more information. 

CANAL ART: ROSES AND CASTLES 

Tues. 5th Feb. 12.00-14.00 OR Mon 25th Feb. 19.00-21.00 
Both 5 wks. £25.80 # 

BLACK COUNTRY CRAFTS Short’N’Sweet 

Mon. 11 th Mar. 9.30-11.30. 3 wks. £21.90 # 

JEWELLERY MAKING Short’N’Sweet 

Thurs 14th Mar. 19.00-21.00. 3 wks. £21.90 # 

AN INTRODUCTION TO NAIL ART Short’N’Sweet 

Wed 6th Mar 12.30-14.00.4 wks. £21.90 # 

PATCHWORK AND EMBROIDERY suitable for all levels 
Tues 26th Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks £26.70 # 

PATCHWORK Wednesdays 14.30-16.30. 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services 
for more information. 

UPHOLSTERY and SOFT FURNISHING 

suitable for all levels. Mon 25th Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks £25.80 # 


REFLEXOLOGY Short’N’Sweet 

Tues 12th Mar.19.00-21.00.3 wks.£21.90 # 

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE Short’N’Sweet 

Tues 12th Feb. 19.00-21.00. 3 wks. £21.90 # 

MEDITATION Short’N’Sweet 

Thurs 7th Mar 19.00-20.30. Both 4 wks.£21.90 # 

FITNESS YOGA @ Oakfield Short’N’Sweet 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 

FITNESS GLIDING @ Oakfield Short’N’Sweet 

Fri 15th Feb 11.15-12.15. 6 wks. £25.90# 

PILATES 

Beginners classes on Thursdays 18.00-19.00 and @ Oakfield 
Centre on Friday 10.00-11.00. 

Improvers: Tuesdays 19.00-20.00; Wednesday 18.30-19.30; 

Thursdays 19.05-20.05 and 20.10-21.10 

New courses start April 13. Contact Student Services for more 

information. 

LEGS, BUMS & TUMS 

Tuesdays 20.05-21.05 New course starts April 13. Contact 
Student Services for more information. 

BALLROOM and LATIN AMERICAN DANCING 

Mondays Beginners 18.30-19.30 and Improvers/Intermediates 
19.30-20.45 New classes start in April 2013. Contact Student 
Services for more information. 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS 

New classes start in April 2013. Contact Student Services for 
more information. Courses take place on Mondays. 

Beginners: 19.00-19.45. Improvers: 19.45-20.30. 

Intermediates: 20.30-21.15 

PRIVATE SWIMMING LESSONS 

In a group of 2 or 1 to 1. Contact the office for further details 

RLSS NATIONAL POOL LIFEGUARD 

18th Feb 2013, 8th Apr 2013, 29th July OR 5th August 2013. 

All 8.30-17.00. 6 days. £173.75 plus additional fees £78.75 

RLSS NATIONAL RESCUE TEST for swimming 

TEACHERS/COACHES 

I day retake; Mon 22nd July 2013 subject to previous qualification 
and training £36.90, add. fees £26.95. 

Full course: Tues 23rd July and Wed 24th July 2013, 8.30-16.00, 
£57.80, add. fees £26.95. 

DUDLEY MBC INDUCTION 

TRAINING FOR POOLSIDE ASSISTANTS 

Mon 17th June 2013 9.00-12.00 £18.40 

EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Fri. 8th Feb. OR Sat. 23rd Mar. Both 09.00-16.00. 1 day. £36.90 

PAEDIATRIC EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Sat 9th Feb. OR Fri. 22nd Mar. Both 09.00-13.00. 1/2 day £24.55 

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 

New courses start in April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 

intro, to TRADING ON THE STOCK MARKET 

New courses start in April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 


Phone us to add your name to our ‘I’m interested list’ for: 

BEGINNERS GUIDE: APPLE MAC COMPUTERS 

Mon 13th May 19.00-20.30. 6 wks. £43.70 # 

SOCIAL MEDIA:FACEBOOK, TWITTER, SKYPE, YOU 
TUBE. WHATS THE FUSS? 

Tues. 7th May 19.00-20.30. 6 wks. £43.70 # 


COMMUNITY SESSIONS 


ADULT SWIMMING: Mon. 11.50-12.35, Tues. 19.00-20.00, 
Thurs.19.00-20.15. All £2.60 

AQUAFIT: Wed. 12.15-13.00, Fri. 11.50-12.35. £2.60. 

Wed.19.00-20.00, Sun. 9.00-10.00. £3.70 
FITNESS SWIM Mon. 18.00-18.45. £1.60 for 10-19 yrs olds 

More information? 07963 986672, OR 141communitygroup@hotmail.co.uk 


ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


PLAY THE GUITAR 

A brilliant opportunity for kids (over 8 
years old) to learn tunes on electric 
or acoustic guitar and have fun! 
Provide your own guitar. 

Beginners: Mon 25th Feb 5 wks. 
16.45-17.45 OR 17.45-18.45. £43.75 
Intermediates: New course starts 
April 2013. 


LEARNING LIFE SWIM SCHOOL 


Term Dates: Monday 15th April 2013 to Sunday 21 st July 2013 
excluding Mon 6th May 2013 and Saturday 25th May to Sunday 
2nd June 2013. Tues to Fri 12 wks. Sat, Sun, Mon 13wks 

12 WKS 13 WKS 

COST: First Steps, Pre Beg, Beg, Improve. £49.20 £53.30 

Intermediates 1,2 and 3 £42.60 £46.15 

Rookie, W. Skills, L’saving, S & Swim £53.40 £57.85 

We operate 7 days a week and offer sessions at the following 
standards: 

First Steps: An ideal first class for your child. It enables young children from 3 
years to enjoy water, develop confidence and preliminary skills with the help of 
buoyancy aids when needed. Five different ‘Stanley’ incentive badges award 
progress towards successful transition into pre-beginners stage and beyond. 
Pre-Beginner: Min age 4 1/2 years. Provides familiarisation activities and skills 
to develop floatation and propulsion without aids up to 5m. 

Beginner: Min age 4 1/2 years. Provides skill development to swim 5m on a 
front stroke and 5m back crawl. 

Improver: Improves aquatic skills and stamina to swim 15m on a front stroke 
and 15m back crawl. 

Intermediate 1 : Develops confidence in deep water and front crawl breathing 
action to swim 20 meters on a front stroke and 20m back crawl. 

Intermediate 2: Helps to build stamina and endurance to swim 50m on a front 
stroke and 25m on back crawl. 

Intermediate 3: Develops competence on all four strokes (25m) and a front and 
back stroke for 100m. 

Water Skills: To develop survival and rescue skills. 

Rookie Lifeguard: Learn new skills, have fun and overcome challenges. Min. 
age 9 years. Must be able to swim 20 m on a front stroke and 20 m on a back 
stroke. 

Survive & Swim: Min age 11.5 years. Must be able to swim 20m on a front 
stroke and 20 m on a back stroke. Develops water safety knowledge, first aid, 
self rescue, survival skills, lifesaving techniques. Can test speed and stamina in 
a competitive situation. Reg. fee £23.95. 



NEEDLE FELT 

Tues 5th Feb. 9.30-11.30 or Thurs 7th Feb. 19.00-21.00, 6 wks. 
£31.00. 

PLAY THE GUITAR 

Beginners Thursdays 20.00-21.00 
Continuing Beginners Thursday 19.00-20.00 
Improvers: Tuesdays 19.00-21.00, 

Intermediates: Mondays 19.00-21.00 

New courses start April 13. Contact Student Services 
for more information. 


WORDSLEY PRESCHOOL/PLAYGROUP 



From 2 years, nappy facilities available. 
Morning and afternoon sessions. 

Lunch club available. Good Ofsted report. 

Qualified and CRB checked staff. 

Tel. 07817 682421 


BUYING AND SELLING ON E-BAY 

Monday 4th Mar. 19.00 -21.00. 4 wks. £29.15. # 

COMPUTING for the TERRIFIED 

Learn to use a computer from scratch! 4 wk courses start 
Wed. 6th Mar. 9.30-11.30. £29.15#. 

FLORISTRY 

3 wk course starts Tuesday 12th Feb 14.30-16.30. 

£27.90 Cons. £22.45 and £11.00 #. 

FLORAL CRAFTS 

3 wk course starts Tuesday 12th Feb 14.30-16.30. 

£27.90 Cons. £22.45 and £11.00 #. 

LEARN TO SCULPT IN STONE 

6 wk course starts Thursday 7th Feb. 19.00 - 21.00 £48.50 #. 

FACE PAINTING and GLITTER TATTOOS 

New course starts April 13. Contact Student Services for more 
information. 


THE SMALL PRINT 


April courses May be subject to 
availability. When you call we will 
either register your interest. OR if 
places are available confirm your 
booking and take payment. 

What is Short’N’Sweet? 

An introductory taster course of 6 
hrs in a small group 
Holiday Dates: Learning4Life is 

closed Monday 18th February topening from 16th -24th Feb. 
This programme is subject to change: particularly if we are 
unable to recruit minimum class numbers 



Funded by 

Skills 

Funding 

Agency 


REDUCED FEES 


Where you see this # sign you can claim a 25% reduction 
on tuition fees if you are in receipt of a state pension and pay 
a registration fee of £5.00 if you are in receipt of certain 
benefits. 


A Tel. 01384 816043. ★ 

Mon. to Fri. 9.00 - 13.00 www.learninglife.co.uk 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council w 
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NEWS 


NEWS 

in brief 


Support service 
needs volunteers 

A HOME visiting service 
supporting people with 
sight loss around Dudley 
is looking for volunteers. 

The Visually Impaired 
People project is run by 
the Thomas Pocklington 
Resource and Information 
Centre, Hagley Road. 

It is a free service which 
offers blind and partially- 
sighted people support. 

Volunteers would be 
asked to make visits either 
weekly or fortnightly for 
about one-and-a-half 
hours. 

There is a volunteer 
induction course in March 
at the Mary Stevens Cen¬ 
tre, in Oldswinford. 

Call Vivien Smith on 
01384 440333 or 01384 
889887 or people can 
email vivien.smith@pock- 
lington-trust.org.uk for 
full details. 

Centre to stage 
climbing courses 

NEW rock climbing, 
courses are starting at a 
Dudley leisure centre. 

Indoor rock climbing 
lessons for adults and jun¬ 
iors are taking place at the 
Crystal Leisure Centre 
Bell Street. The course 
runs on Mondays at 6pm 
and cost £55 for nine 
weeks. Call 01384 812800 
or visit dud 

ley.gov.uk/sport for details. 

Extra barriers 

MORE flood defences 
were being put up in 
Bewdley as water levels 
rose. Barriers had already 
been put up along Severn- 
side North. Environment 
Agency workers are now 
installing defences at 
Beales Corner. 


People get to have a say 
on fears over waste plant 


DOZENS of people have had their say on controversial plans for a 
waste recycling plant to be built near homes in Brierley Hill. Many said 
they were open to persuasion on the revised plans drawn up by 
energy firm Clean Power Properties, on disused land in Moor Street. 

But fears over increased traffic, with potentially three lorries an hour accessing the site, 
are among the main reasons for opposition. A second public consultation event was held 

recently for neighbours to air 
views. 

Church Street resident Jus¬ 
tine Chamberlain-Page brought 
her three sons to the event as 
she discussed the scheme with 
firm representatives. 

“I like the idea of the plant 
but it is just where it is going to 
be that is the problem,” the 41- 
J year-old said. “It is going to 
fcH devalue our homes.” 

HI Fellow resident Tim Sunter 

said he was open-minded about 
the scheme but added: “My 
biggest concern is about the 
transport with lorries driving 
past the houses. 

Narrowed 

“The bridge nearby has 
already been narrowed so I’d 
have to question that.” Bosses 
say the plant, which would 

Clean Power Properties representative Gavin Miller is employ up to 30 staff, would 
pictured talking with resident and civic society turn waste into gas to generate 
chairman Tim Sunter and Councillor Judy Foster electricity to power up to 10,000 

_ homes. 

They added the six-acre plant 
would release low carbon diox¬ 
ide emissions and no smelly 
odour. 

Project manager Steve 
Crutchley said the firm had 
heeded people’s concerns fol¬ 
lowing the initial consultation. 

“We have held this consulta¬ 
tion because we wanted to show 
that we have listened to peo¬ 
ple’s comments and wanted to 
explain the changes,” he said. 




An artist’s impression of the waste recycling plant 


Get your teeth into pantomime 



Halesowen theatre company Open Door who will be performing the pantomime, 
Dracula - The Vampire Strikes Back! 


DRACULA is staking a claim to raise a 
ghoulish giggle with children of all ages at a 
pantomime in Halesowen next week. 

The Open Door Theatre Company in 
Halesowen is putting on Dracula - The Vam¬ 
pire Strikes Back next week. 

Sapphi is a vampire slayer who, with the 
help of her mother Coco and her father Van 
Helsing, aim to defeat count Dracula and 
find his treasure. 

They are hindered by the inept detective 
Sheerluck Holmes (and his assistant PC 


World), the bizarre Dr Renfield and his love¬ 
lorn girlfriend Lucy, drippy Jonathan 
Harker and lots of barmy bats. 

The pantomime will be performed at 
Earls High School, Halesowen, on Friday 
and Saturday at 7.30 pm. Tickets cost £4 
and £5. 

Director Steve Hyett said: “A good time is 
guaranteed ... whatever your blood group!” 

For details contact the company via Face- 
book or Steve at 

beakerman@btinternet.com 


Group has 
helped to 
raise cash 
for pets 

A NEWLY formed 
fundraising group in Hale¬ 
sowen has helped with the 
collection of thousands of 
pounds for the RSPCA 
Birmingham Animal Cen¬ 
tre & Hospital. 

Members have been 
staging events at some of 
the regions Pets at Home 
stores including Oldbury 
and Quinton that have 
contributed towards a 
regional total of £3,756. 

Helen Tuite, Commu¬ 
nity Fundraiser for the 
animal centre said “This 
money will be put to very 
good use here looking after 
all the abandoned and ill- 
treated animals that come 
through our doors.” 

The group still wants 
members from Halesowen 
to get involved. 

Anyone interested in 
finding out more informa¬ 
tion can contact Helen 
Tuite on 07715 540518 or 
0300 123 8567 or via email 
o n 

bhamfundraising@rspca. o 
rg.uk. 

Singer's success 

A SINGER from Sedgley 
who was discovered behind a 
perfume counter at the 
Merry Hill Centre is tasting 
success after releasing her 
first single.Beth Sherburn, 
21, signed with Purple Cir¬ 
cle Records and now she is 
19 in the Commercial Pop 
Club Chart with her cover of 
Ordinary World. 



1 London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance 
before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening performance. For both breaks the 
price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered 
are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 


Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 

Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on 
the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper package or choose your price band 
for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre Weekend package. 


*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Fears over pay day loans 


A DUDLEY MP has spoken 
out against the increase in 
pay day loan companies 
offering quick cash to cus¬ 
tomers, which are becoming 
an increasingly common 
sight on high streets in the 
Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire. 

Ian Austin, who represents the 
north of the borough, says he is con¬ 
cerned about the growing number of 
firms offering small-term loans 
saying it could lure borrowers into 
ballooning debts. 

He said the number seeking pay 
day loans nationwide had increased 
by 300 per cent in the past two years. 


The MP said in Dudley High Street, 
the number of shops offering quick 
cash has risen to six in recent months. 

They include The Money Shop, 
Speedy Cash and the Cheque Centre. 

In Wolverhampton there are four 
within the ring road while Sandwell 
has five and Walsall two. There are 
two in Cannock, two in Kiddermin¬ 
ster and three in Stafford’s main 
precinct. 

Interest 

Pay day loans are described as 
small short-term loans which often 
have very high rates of interest. 
People often turn to them to tide 
them over until their next pay day. 

Mr Austin believes the Govern¬ 
ment should cap the cost of credit and 


he would promote the work of those 
offering more affordable loans, like 
credit unions. He added: “I am going 
to talk to the council to see what more 
can be done to promote the work of 
lenders like credit union Castle and 
Crystal in Dudley.” 

Mr Austin said that, unlike pay day 
loan companies, the credit union 
offered affordable loans with modest 
rates of interest. 

Spokesman for the pay day loan 
company Cheque Centre, which has 
branches in the region including 
Dudley, Jason Wassell, said: “Our 
average loan is about £200 until pay 
day, and most customers have no 
trouble paying when their loan is due. 
We are always happy to discuss our 
business with community leaders.” 


Family’s relief after 
home takes blame 


THE son of a dementia sufferer who died 
from hypothermia after going missing from 
a residential home has spoken of his relief 
that the family are finally getting answers 
after home bosses admitted blame. 

Hilda Fairweather, aged 91, went to Abele 
View care home near Stourbridge to provide 
her a more secure accommodation because 
she would walk off in the night. 

But within two weeks of moving to the 
home in Iverley, Mrs Fairweather, from Kid¬ 
derminster, froze to death overnight in the 
outdoor grounds of the home. 

Following a two-and-a-half year police 
investigation, Stafford District Council 
charged the home with failing to ensure the 
safety of its residents and not making a suf¬ 
ficient risk assessment. At a magistrates 


court hearing, the company pleaded guilty 
to both charges. Mrs Fairweather’s son 
Roger, 51, of Bishops Castle, Shropshire, 
said: “We are obviously relieved, but hardly 
surprised because, frankly, they had no leg 
to stand on. It is clear that staff and manage¬ 
ment were grossly negligent.” 

He added: “This has gone on for so long 
for the family, we want it to finish and a 
result to happen so we can move on with our 
lives.” 

Mrs Fairweather lived with her husband 
George, 90, in sheltered accommodation in 
Kidderminster until her dementia wors¬ 
ened. 

Abele View care home will be sentenced by 
a judge at a hearing at Stafford Crown Court 
in April. 


Health site 
is approved 

A MULTI-MILLION pound 
health centre in Lye has 
been given the go-ahead by 
Dudley Borough Council’s 
Development Control com¬ 
mittee. 

The £6 million health 
centre would create 36 full¬ 
time jobs as it accommo¬ 
dates the relocation of two 
local GP practices. Commit¬ 
tee chairman Rachel Harris 
said: “A lot of thought and 
planning has gone into this 
and I welcome the applica¬ 
tion.” 

The development, which 
would be built on land 
between Jackson Street and 
Clinic Drive, would also 
house a pharmacy. 



Owner Debbie Mason with youngsters Chloe Gosling aged three, Ben Cochrane and 
staff at Playbox Nursery as they get ready for their 15th birthday 


YOUNG tots baked cakes and sang Happy 
Birthday to celebrate the 15th anniversary 
of a nursery in Kingswinford. 

Play Box Nursery marked the occasion 
with a week of activities, including tram- 
polining, painting and an outing to Himley 
Park. 

It ended with a party at the nursery, on 
3rd Avenue, The Pensnett Estate, where the 
youngsters baked a muffin cake and sang 
songs. Nursery owner Debbie Mason said: 
“It was such good fun. The kids all made 
their own party hats and sang Happy Birth¬ 
day to the nursery. When we first opened it 


was just going to be a small family business, 
but now some of the children who first 
started coming here are at secondary school. 
It feels very special. 

In September the business opened a pre¬ 
school in Wall Heath Community Centre, in 
Enville Road, which takes up to 26 children 
aged between three and four years old. 

Ms Mason said she was now looking for 
new premises in which to open another 
nursery by the end of the year. 

She said: “We have looked into a few dif¬ 
ferent places but none have worked out so 
far.” 


Britannia name to 
go from high street 

THE Britannia building society name is set to disappear 
from the West Midlands. 

It means branches in Dudley will be rebranded as the Co¬ 
operative Bank. And 37 branches across the country, includ¬ 
ing Wolverhampton, will close. The move follows the 
society’s merger with the Co-operative Bank back in 2009. 

More than three dozen branches of the Britannia building 
society will close as the historic Staffordshire firm fades out 
after more than 150 years. 

Remaining former Britannia branches will be rebranded 
as Co-op banks. The move will affect branches in Hale¬ 
sowen, Blackheath, Kidderminster and West Bromwich. 

The Co-op Bank says 34 jobs will be lost - mostly mana¬ 
gerial - but most of the 188 staff at the 37 doomed offices 
will be moved to neighbouring branches. 

It is still unclear how the move will affect Stoke City, 
which has been sponsored by Britannia since the naming of 
the new football stadium in 1997. 

The current sponsorship deal runs until the end of the 
football season in 2014. Founded in 1856 as the Leek and 
Moorlands, it adopted the Britannia name following its 
merger with the Oldbury Britannia in 1975. 

Branches are being shut where there is another close by 
as part of an overhaul following its merger with Britannia 
building society in 2009. 


3,000 have 
their say on 
council tax 

AROUND 3,000 residents 
responded to a council tax 
consultation in Dudley - 
despite a row breaking out 
between the borough’s 
leading parties about the 
survey. 

Councillors are asking 
whether residents are pre¬ 
pared to accept an increase 
in council tax to try to offset 
multi-million pound cuts. 

Residents can have their 
say on options including 
accepting an average council 
tax rise ranging from 43p to 
£1 a week. 

Opposition councillors 
have called the consultation 
a “complete sham” after 
claiming major decisions on 
next year’s budget will be 
made at a cabinet meeting 
on February 12. 



Heat or eat?... we can help 


Winter 




As energy prices continue to rise, more and 
more people are struggling with the dilemma of 
whether to eat or to heat their homes. It really 
doesn't have to be like this. 

Our winter warmth support scheme will help keep you and 
your home affordably warm this winter. 

Winter warmth provides free practical support and advice 
to keep your home warm and snug. Things like help with 
paying fuel bills, energy efficiency grants, warm home 
improvements, even emergency heaters and blankets. 

If you or anyone you know may be at risk of 
getting cold this winter, please give us a call. 

01384 817086 


Winter, 

warmth 

support 

keep warm, keep well 

Call 01384 817086 





snog as a bog 


NHS 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 






















Page 18 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 2013 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


J Great value 
coach holidays 


depart,ou, .oca. p.Ct up P-* 


--\ 

Sandown, IOW 


if board Marina Bay Hotel 


V 4 days £129.95 1 

5 days £159.95 1 

1 Fri 29 Mar 

Mon 18, 25 Mar I 

V 19 Apr 

15, 22 Apr J 


Bournemouth ff 

Heathlands Hotel ^ 

4 DAYS Fri 22 Feb. 15. 22. 29 Mar 
Ambassador / Durley Dean Hotel 
\^5 DAYS Mon 18, 25 Feb, 11, 18, 25 Mar 



Mystery 

Pricebuster 


Sat 9,16, 23 Feb, 9 Mar 

We choose your - 

hotel & 


Warner Bros 
Studio Tour 

The Making of Harry Potter 


Sat 20 Apr, 25 May , 29 Jun 
3. 31 Aug 

Overnight 
half board 


London Show Weekends 




TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 



FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 



Get ready for 
Valentine's Day, 

Promote your business via 
leaflet distribution for only 


per 1000 


MSMfiO 

psmiMMmLOoll 

RIiMMEOo 


mplyteli 
01902 31999 
leafletoffers@expri 
9 recieve yoi 

We make sure they get ini 
Express & Star 



Winter Warmer 4 


Loch Awe Hotel 


Argyllshire 

STB ★★★ 


An early season 5 day coach break, 
offering exceptional value for money 
staying at our Loch Awe Hotel. There 


will be an excursion everyday including 
Oban, Fort William, Rannoch Moor, 
Glencoe and a cruise on Loch Lomond. 


All for just 


Tour includes: 


£150 

per person 


i 


4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West 
Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


Your special 
coach departs 
Thursday 21st 
February 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years ■ 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus vatJ 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. A 

Single Wills £75.00 plus VA* 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Society 

Gog 


- 



Pandoras Prom § California Brides 

Accept nothing less than perfection 


2013 Prom 
Dresses 

Now In Stock 




Payment plans 
available 
Reserve your 

Dream Dress 

with £100 deposit 


Pandoras Prom @ California Brides 
5 High Street 
BlackHeath B65 ODT 


0121 559 7555 

www.pandorasprom.co.uk 


Suppliers to the public, commercial, 
industrial, trade and local authority 
All gates & railings are galvanised, powder coated and made to your individm 
We supply pairs, singles, bi-folding, sliding, 
manual & electric gates - all fully fitted! 

Free quote & survey in a 50 mile radius 
No job too big or small 
10% Discount with this advert 



Unit 7, Oaklands Business Centre, Lower Road, 
Hednesford WS1S 2UZ 
Tel: 01543 4S4D94 Mobile: 07740 944260 


NEWS 


Hundreds check out the 
plans for supermarket 


HUNDREDS of people poured 
into an event to unveil plans 
for a new budget supermar¬ 
ket. 

A few had reservations about the 
extra traffic that the proposed Lidl 
store would create in Kingswinford. 

But the vast majority signed a peti¬ 
tion in favour. 

Lidl is applying to Dudley Council for 
planning permission for the store on 
the Duckworth Trading Estate in 
Stallings Lane, which would create 
around 40 jobs. 

Within two hours of an open day 
more than 200 people had attended. 

The event was held at Dudley 
Kingswinford Rugby Club in Swindon 
Road, Wall Heath. 

“It’s been so busy and the free 
samples of food and drink have been so 
popular that already we’ve had to send 
to our Amblecote store for more fresh 
bakery products because they were 
running out,” said Lidl acquisitions 
manager Donna Commock. 

By 1pm - two hours after the start - 
around 55 people had signed a petition 
giving people the option to be for or 
against the plans, with only four 
objecting. 

Variety 

Those against said it was too near 
their homes, there were too many 
supermarkets in the area and it would 
increase traffic problems. 

But others registered to be notified 
when Lidl jobs became available. 

Kathryn Clarke and June Thomp¬ 
son, both of Sandyfields Road, Sedgley, 
said they used the Morrisons in 
Kingswinford at the moment but 
would welcome the variety of also 
having a Lidl in the area. Brian 
Colwell, of Dubarry Avenue, Kingswin¬ 
ford, said: “I was concerned about the 
traffic the Lidl would create but, after 
seeing the plans, I am pleased they will 



An artist’s impression of the proposed new Lidl store at Kingswinford 



June Thompson and Kathryn Clarke 


be widening the access road, so it 
should be OK.” 

John Hale, aged 74, of New Dudley 
Road, Wall Heath, said: “We’ve used 
the Lidl at Amblecote and it’s good 



Sheila Colwell and Brian Colwell 


value - and if they have a shop in 
Kingswinford it will bring more com¬ 
petition for Morrisons.” Richard Lee, 
aged 67, of Swindon Road, Wall Heath, 
said his only worry was traffic. 


R. Hadley 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 



R.Hadley Funeral Services was formed in 2001 providing a 24 hour 
service in all areas of the West Midlands. 

We are proud to offer a first class service to local families where no 
request is too muck. We ensure the highest standards are kept and believe 
this is reflected through the way we conduct business and of course your 
loved ones funeral. 

Beinglocaipeoplcj livinginthelocalcommunityweupholdlocaltraditions and 
family values. 

We here at R. Hadley are here to help aruf advise in whatever way we 
can with a caring ana personal service. 



Picuxtcv # merai nonies unaer me p 

r r c J attention of Ross Hicfcton 


An independent family run group 
nl homes un 


under the personal 


• 24 Hour Service 

• Low Cost Funerals 

• Ad Areas Covered 

• Stonemasonary 

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

Golden Charter 


R. Hadiey 

36-38 Windmill Hid 
Halesowen 

01384 636606 


uncral 



■ iimmm 


www.SandwelCandDudCeyFuneralDirectors.co.xik 
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Former top flight football 
referee Harry dies, aged 81 


Family firm marks milestone 



Celebrating are, seated, director Paul Smith, of Stourbridge, with, from left, Melanie 
Gillespie, Ian Payne, Jerome Gillespie, and Nathan Smith 


IT is a family affair for staff at a Stourbridge 
joinery firm celebrating its 25th year in 
business. 

Firm director Paul Smith, aged 56, 
marked the milestone at Prospect Joinery 
Ltd in Old Wharf Road surrounded by his 
family. Daughter Melanie Gillespie, 26, 
joined the company seven years ago and 
works in the firm’s administration office. 
Meanwhile her husband of two years 


Jerome, 32, works on the factory floor 
alongside her 31-year-old brother Nathan. 

“It’s nice to work with the family and we 
all get on well so it’s good and we pleased to 
have reached this landmark,” Mr Smith 
said. 

The firm was on Prospect Hill, Oldswin- 
ford, Stourbridge, when it was established 
by Mr Smith and his business partner Gavin 
Reveley. 


Budget cuts to push 
up the cost of dying 

MOURNERS will soon have to pay more to bury their loved 
ones in Wyre Forest under plans to increase fees by up to 
five per cent as part of council budget cuts. 

Council leaders are proposing higher fees for Kiddermin¬ 
ster Cemetery from April as part of their 2013/14 budget. 

They need to reduce spending by around £500,000 to help 
meet a shortfall in Government funding. 

As part of the proposals, the council wants to increase 
charges for some services, including burial fees. If approved, 
the cost of burial rights for Wyre Forest residents would go 
up from £441 to £463 while cremation rights would rise 
from £231 to £243. 

Interment fees for a full grave at Kidderminster Ceme¬ 
tery for a person over 16 would be increased from £389 to 
£408. Increases are also proposed for the cost of putting up 
a memorial which will rise from £163 to £171 and mainte¬ 
nance fees will go up by £4 from £84 to £88. 

Council leader John Campion said: “The costs involved 
with making sure the cemetery is clean and secure keep ris¬ 
ing which is why we need to put up these charges.” 

Residents can have their say on the proposals as part of 
the budget consultation, which runs until February 3. 

Meanwhile other charges are set to go up including rental 
fees for rooms at Kidderminster Town Hall and galleries at 
Bewdley Museum. 


Fresh bid is 
sent in over 
homes plan 

DEVELOPERS have lodged 
a fresh bid to build a housing 
development on the site of a 
former maternity hospital. 

Plans for 41 homes on the 
Lucy Baldwin Hospital site 
off Olive Grove, Stourport, 
were turned down in 
November. 

Councillors have been 
concerned about increased 
traffic and the size of the 
flats. But developer Taylor 
Wimpey has submitted new 
proposals for the scheme. If 
approved there would be a 
total of 41 new homes. 

The main hospital block 
would be demolished to 
make way for 38 properties. 

The developer said it had 
discussed the development 
with Wyre Forest District 
Council. 


FORMER top flight football referee Harry Powell - who kept the likes 
of George Best and Bobby Moore in check - has died at 81. 

Harry, who officiated in the Kidderminster and District Football League for nearly 60 
years, only quit the game after suffering a stroke when he was 78. 

Ernie Pyke, secretary and chairman of Kidderminster and District Football League, 
said: “The clubs loved him.“He always used to start his pre-match spiel by patting his FA 
badge and saying ‘you don’t get this from Tesco’s’. He stayed with our league right to the 


end, which is unusual 
because a lot of those who 
got to the top don’t stick 
with their roots.” 

Mr Pyke also recalled that 
Harry, formerly of Farfield, 
Kidderminster, and Lickhill, 
Stourport, more recently of 
Bridgnorth, used to turn up 
at matches in his “Bubble 
car”. Great-grandfather 
Harry, who died in hospital 
after a long illness, origi¬ 
nally played as outside right 
for Kidderminster Harriers 
and turned to refereeing 
after a knee injury. 

He officiated at interna- 



Former ref Harry Powell 


tional level and in Football 
League Division One - in 
charge of teams including 
Manchester United, Aston 
Villa, West Ham and even 
Real Madrid - from 1968 to 
1978. He used to pocket just 
£10 plus expenses in the 
1970s - a fraction of the 
£60,000 a year or more that 
can now be commanded by 
refs. 

He was once quoted as 
saying: “You can keep your 
Ronaldo - George Best was 
the greatest player I’ve ever 
seen.” Harry, is survived by 
his widow, Ann, and daugh¬ 
ter, Diane Jones. 


£30,000 grant 
will boost sport 
for the disabled 

DISABLED people will have the chance to enjoy more 
sport thanks to a £30,000 Sport England grant. 

It will be used in Wyre Forest to increase the number 
of disabled people over the age of 14 regularly partici¬ 
pating in sport. For three years the district council 
sports development team 


will offer fishing, Boccia 
a ball sport - and Short 
Mat Bowls. 

Fishing equipment costs 
will be covered and people 
taught by an experienced 
coach. 

Activities charges will be 
at a reduced rate. 

Councillor Ian Hardi- 
man, cabinet member for 
community well-being, 
said the London Para¬ 
lympic Games 2012 gave a 
summer of sport that we 
will never forget. 

The legacy from them 
would filter down into the 
Wyre Forest district as a 
result of the additional 
funding secured by the 
council, he added. 


Challenge 
aids charity 

A CONSULTANT anaes¬ 
thetist raised £2,133 by 
cycling and rowing the dis¬ 
tance equal to Worcester¬ 
shire to Paris. 

Dr Chris Mowatt tackled 
more than 400km on cycling 
and rowing machines. 

He embarked on his chal¬ 
lenge inspired by friend and 
colleague, Tanya Rees, who 
died of cancer in October . 

Dr Mowatt carried out the 
challenge in 16 hours in the 
League of Friends Coffee 
shop at the Alexandra Hos¬ 
pital, Redditch. 


High Efficiency Band A Boilers, Low Cost Prices 



24 kw £550 

30kw £6oo 


35kw £650 



Includes Boiler, 
Flue, Clock & Full 
2 year guarantee 


All central heating, boilers and 
radiators available 
Open to the Trade & Public 


f 


Bathroom sh^P 

52 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2PG 

01384 634856 or 07533 978667 

www.thebathroomshophalesowen.co.uk 
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We provide 
electrical services 

.Periodics 
.Rewires 
.Landlord certs 
. Boards Changes 
.Intruder Alarms 
.Domestic 
.Commercial 
.Industrial 
.Residential 




SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR FEBRUARY 
ON PERIODIC TEST 
IN DOMESTIC 
PROPERTIES 
FOR £99 


SMI 

tUcirtctan 



Carters Lane, Halesowen. 




NEWS 

Beauty spot 
left littered 
nltli debris 
of snow fun 


A POPULAR beauty spot in the Black Country 
has been left littered with the debris of aban¬ 
doned sledges following the melting of snow 
and ice. 

Estate agents signs, broken pieces of plastic and bags 
make up some of the rubbish. It has been left at the bottom 
of slopes at Sedgley Beacon. The situation has caused 


concern with the Friends of 
Sedgley Beacon group. 

Treasurer Tony Cowell 
said: “We always have a 
problem with people 
leaving rubbish, and it 
appears to have come to a 
head again. 

“We need people who use 
the site to take away their 
rubbish with them, or we 
are left in a position where 
the site can look a mess,” he 
added. 

Walker Claire Gallagher, 
aged 52, of Sedgley, said: “I 
walk my dog up here regu¬ 
larly, I thought it was fan¬ 
tastic to see the kids up here 
having fun, because there is 
not much for kids to do 
around here. 

“But it is now a mess with 
all the sledges, and with 
some of them broken. 

“The broken parts could 
be hazardous for people like 
me and my dog. 

“Its a shame the sledges 
can’t be made stronger. 
There seems to be a lot 
which are broken. 


| by Alex Ross 

People should take them 
home or at least leave them 
by a bin.” 

Officials from Dudley 
Council said they would 
look at co-ordinating a clean 
up of the area. 

Councillor Judy Foster, 
said: “There are a number 
of landowners across 
Sedgley Beacon but now 
that we have been 
informed, we will be estab¬ 
lishing which areas can be 
cleared by the authority. 

“We will also liaise with 
other landowners and co¬ 
ordinate a tidy-up.” 

The beacon is popular 
with walkers as it provides 
panoramic views across the 
Black Country and 
Staffordshire. 

It features a Grade II 
listed tower built in 1846. In 
October, the friends group 
launched a fresh bid to 
restore the tower and open 
it to visitors. 


Governors wanted 



Staff-elected governor, Julie Walklate works at Russells 
Hall Hospital, Dudley 

DUDLEY’S hospital trust wants new governors to repre¬ 
sent patients. 

There are vacancies in the public constituencies of 
Central Dudley and the Rest of the West Midlands, which 
takes in the outskirts of the borough, Sandwell and Birm¬ 
ingham areas. Those elected will sit on the Dudley Group 
NHS Foundation Trust’s council of governors, which over¬ 
sees health care and aims to make improvements. 

Nominees can be Foundation Trust members or from the 
wider community. The deadline for nominations is Tuesday, 
February 5. Dudley Group chairman John Edwards said 
governors play an important part. 

To request a nomination form, call Helen Board on 01384 
321124, email foundationmembers@dgh.nhs.uk or go to 
www.dudleygroup.nhs.uk 


interia 


JANUARY SALE 

NOW ON 




star extra travel 



MASSIVE STOCKS TO TAKE AWAY 



SHOWER DOORS.. £49.00 TOILETS.£49.99 

VANITY UNITS.. £69.00 TILES..£2.99 m2 

SHOWER TRAYS £29.99 FULL BATH SUITE £189 

Potters Lane, 
Wednesbury, WSIO 7LH 

0121 505 1132 



he Lion Kino 



AWARD WINNING MUSICAL 


IN MANCHESTER 


Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 


J From L 

] £59.95 1 


95 

per person 


Set against the majesty of the Serengeti Plains and to the evocative rhythms I 
of Africa, Disney's multi award-winning musical. The Lion King is coming to 
Manchester! A spectacular visual feast, this adaptation of Disney's much-loved 
film transports audiences to a dazzling world that explodes with glorious 
colours, stunning effects and enchanting music. At its heart is the powerful and moving story of 
Simba - the epic adventure of his journey from wide-eyed cub to his destined role as 
King of the Pridelands. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £27.50 for a matinee performance of The Lion King at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Tube celebrates 150 years of 
keeping London on the move 



THE LONDON Under¬ 
ground, the world’s 
first underground 
railway, celebrated 
150 years of keeping 
the capital on the 
move in January. 

The city at the heart of the 
world’s greatest empire was 
grinding to a halt in the 
1850s. London had seen its 
population more than 
double in half a century to 
two-and-half-million. The 
streets were choked by 
horse-drawn traffic and 
pedestrians. 

Fanciful projects were 
suggested to solve this 
problem, some now sound¬ 
ing like they’ve come 
straight out of a steampunk 
fantasy - such as great ele¬ 
vated glass corridors for 
overhead trains. 

Engineering 

It was decided to burrow 
under the streets, taking the 
new-fangled steam locomo¬ 
tive into the bowels of the 
earth with navvies using the 
‘cut and cover’ method to 
create railway tunnels. 

The three-and-half-mile 
Metropolitan Railway, 
linking Paddington, Euston 
and King’s Cross stations 
with the city’s financial and 
business heart, opened on 
January 9, 1863. A grand 
celebration dinner was held 
underground but notable by 
his absence was Prime Min¬ 
ister Lord Palmerston, who 
replied that at the age of 79 
he would prefer to stay 
above ground for a few more 
years. This set in motion one 
of the great transport 
endeavours of the Victorian 
and Edwardian ages, eras 


resplendent with awe¬ 
inspiring engineering proj¬ 
ects. 

Written by three experts 
from the London Transport 
Museum, located in Covent 
Garden, Underground: 
How the Tube Shaped 
London (Allen Lane, 
hardback, £25) is a large 
handsome book. It is very 
informative and beautifully 
illustrated with diagrams, 
photographs and the distinc¬ 
tive style of Underground 
art. It tells the story of the 
network as it grew, with 
steam locos giving way to 
electric tube trains, boring 


ever deeper under the city. 

Writers David Bownes, 
Oliver Green and Sam 
Mullins share chapters. 
Topics range from the Victo¬ 
rian entrepreneurs to the 
war years, when the deep 
lines became unofficial air 
raid shelters, to the political 
wrangles of the post-war 
period, finishing with the 
21st century modern system 
that provides four million 
passenger journeys a day. 

For a more poetic explo¬ 
ration of the world beneath 
the streets of the capital, 
Peter Ackroyd’s London 
Under (Vintage, paper¬ 


back, £7.99) descends into 
the tube and the catacombs, 
bunkers, vaults, pipes and 
sewers carved out of the clay. 

It’s a slim volume but 
packed with anecdotes and 
fascinating trivia, such as 
forgotten Westbourne river 
still flowing through an iron 
pipe at Sloane Street tube 
station. 

Ackroyd never misses an 
opportunity to link this 
hidden realm with the 
underworlds of mythology. 
He also includes an excellent 
bibliography for further 
reading. 

Leon Burakowski 



EPECTRiq 

LAUNDRY 


Electric Cookers Gas Cookers Eye Level Cookers 

from £169.99 from £199.99 f™" £285.00 

r.i su 


Washing Machines Tumble Dryers from Dishwashers from 

f>m £149.99 £99.99 £149.99 






BUILT IN APPLIANCES I REFRIGERATION _ 

itegrated 
ihwashers 

£199.99 


Hobs from Integrated 

from £159.99 £99.99 Dishwashers 




Fridges from Chest Freezers Fridge Freezers 

£99.99 from £89.99 £1 59^99 


1 * 






Candy EV0S7122DS Hotpoint WMAL641BK Flavel DCG61WP 

Washing Machine 1400 Spin Washing Gas Cooker 

£269.99 Machine £289.99 JE.339.99 



Beko DRVT61W 


Hoover DDY062 




! FREE Delivery with any item purchased over 


£150 on production of this advert 

Valid until 9th February 2013 CHRH 


SOME PRODUCTS ARE NEW BUT SLIGHTLY MARKED STOCK SUBJECTS TO AVAILABILITY 

www.borshchelectric.co.uk 

• Facebook J Borshchelectric • Quality Products • Lowest Prices 
• Extended Guarantee Available • At least 12 months Guarantee • Local delivery & installation 
, , Peartree Lane, Dudley DY2 OQU 

TELEPHONE 01384 571879 

Sirius Retailer of the Opening times: Mon-Sat 9.30am - 6pm Sun 10-4pm Branches also at 
Year 2012 Stock Subject To Availability Birmingham & Walsall 


Saltwells Inn 


igfooni repofari 
'DnicesH 


entities Mens 

itf !? 1 & prawns 



m 




av 
Monday 




3pm 




25%0 

Families always welcome 

Offer excludes carvery 


£5.95 



Curry Night 
with every homemade curry ordered 
receive a FREE pint* 


Sunday 


Sunday Lunch 2 courses Only £5.25 


Great Earlybird Saving 


Mon - Fri 3 - 7pm & Sat 12 - 5pm I 


Saltwells Lane, Dudley DY51AX 

JScn 01384 569224 

Facebook www.saltwellsinn.co.uk 

*Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. 

Not available Bank Holidays. **Pint of Carlsberg, Tetleys, small Wine or draught pop 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Firewalk is aiming 
to help raise £2m 

ANIMAL lovers are urged 
to “hot foot it” to a firewalk 
to raise funding for a £2 
million pet hospital. 

The PDSA Firewalk 
Challenge, at 6pm on 
March 9 at the De Vere 
Village Hotel, Dudley, is to 
help the Pet Hospital 
Appeal, to replace its 
cramped site in Quinton. 

Full training and a moti¬ 
vational talk will be pro¬ 
vided on the night before 
the walk takes place. 

There is a £10 registra¬ 
tion fee and all partici¬ 
pants, who must be at least 
16, are asked to raise at 
least £100 in sponsorship 
for the cause. 

To book visit 
www.pdsa.org.uk/fund 
raising or call freephone 
0800 508 8323. 

Jewellery stolen 
in home burglary 

THOUSANDS of pounds of 
jewellery including bespoke 
rings were stolen at a house 
in Stourport. 

Thieves broke in, causing 
£200 damage, at the 
Ribbesford Drive home. 

They made off with rings 
including a single square 
diamond band, worth 
£2,000, and a white gold 
wedding band, worth £500. 
Also stolen was a Pandora 
necklace and earrings set. 

£1.5m tunnel work 

A £1.5 million project to 
restore a Dudley canal 
tunnel started after it was 
found to be unsafe. The 1.7 
mile long Netherton 
Tunnel, serving the Birm¬ 
ingham Canal Navigations 
network, will close the 
canal for four months. 


Signed set of wolves fa 
C up team up for auction 


A COLLECTION of memorabilia 
including signed postcards of the 
Wolves 1939 FA Cup Final team 
and autographs of Sir Don 
Bradman and Fred Perry will go 
under the hammer. 

The items will be auctioned off at Cuttle- 
stones in Wolverhampton as part of a special 
collectors sale. The 14 cards are signed by 
each player ahead of the final, which Wolves 
lost 4-1 to Portsmouth. 

The set was originally awarded to a 
winner of the ‘lucky programme’ draw at 
Molineux in 1939, who had the choice of 
taking home either a ball from a league 
game or the cards. It includes legendary 
players Alex McIntosh and Dicky Dorset, as 
well as one of Wolves’ most successful 
players - and later manager - Stan Cullis. 

Sales manager Tom Waldron said: 
“Whilst the team was ultimately defeated by 
Portsmouth in the final, the cards will still 
be of particular interest to collectors as not 
only are there just a few known to be in cir¬ 
culation, but the 1939 final was the last to be 
played before a six-year hiatus following the 
outbreak of the Second World War.” 

Victorious 

An autograph album being auctioned off 
by a separate collector also includes 1935 
Wimbledon Champion Fred Perry, the 1935- 
36 New Zealand ‘All Blacks’ tourist team, 
and cricketing legends Wally Hammond and 
Bradman. 

Bradman’s signature is among those of 
the victorious Australia Ashes tourist team 
of 1934, which also includes captain Bill 
Woodfull and the prolific batsman Bill Pons- 
ford. 

In the decisive fifth and final Test of the 
1934 Ashes series, Bradman and Ponsford 
scored an astronomical 510 runs (a partner¬ 
ship of 451) of Australia’s total of 701; secur¬ 
ing victory for the tourists. 

Hammond’s signature features alongside 



Wolverhampton Wanderers 1939 FA Cup Final team front row, from left: J. Mullen, S. 
Burton, A. McIntosh, S. Cullis, D. Westcott, R. Dorsett, J. Maguire; back, from left: W. 
Morris, T. Galley, A. Scott, F. Taylor, J. Gardiner 



Q 


A" 


* M 

V ■ 


A signed postcard of Signature - the postcard Autograph - Wolves 

Wolves captain Stan Cullis card of Joe Gardiner player Bill Morris 


those of the 1935 England XI who took on 
South Africa at Old Trafford in the fourth of 
a five-test home series. 

While both teams played to a draw in 
Manchester, the tourists went on to win the 


series one-nil, thanks to an earlier victory at 
Lord’s. 

The Wolves cards have a guide price of 
£200 to £400, while the autograph album is 
expected to fetch at least £100. The auction 



Set - salesroom manager Tom Waldron 
with the photographs 


will start at 10am on February 15 at the Cla¬ 
rence Street auction rooms with online bids 
via www.the-saleroom.com Viewing is 
between 10am and 7pm on February 14 and 
prior to the sale. Call 01902 421985. 


Tributes 
are paid 
to Elsie's 
club work 

A COMMUNITY champion 
who helped run a senior citi¬ 
zens club in Halesowen for 
25 years has died aged 78. 

Elsie Maybury was co¬ 
ordinator at the Senior Citi¬ 
zens Drop In Centre, 
Andrew Road, for 15 years, a 
member of St John the 
Baptist Church and active in 
community activities. 
Centre friends nominated 
her for the 2011 Mayor of 
Dudley’s Civic Awards. 

Belle Vale councillor Jill 
Nicholls said: “We want to 
keep the centre going in 
Elsie’s memory.” 

Raised in Quinton by 
parents Jessie and Tom 
Weston, who ran a butchers 
shop in the high street, the 
family, including Mrs 
Maybury’s four brothers, 
moved to Peckingham 
Street, Halesowen. 

She was a nurse for nine 
years at Hayley Green Hos¬ 
pital, Halesowen, and 
Dudley Guest Hospital and 
met future husband Jeff 
through her brother Tom, 
known by all as Lewis, while 
they were in the Royal Navy. 

She wed at St John the 
Baptist Church in Novem¬ 
ber 1956 but for nine 
months Mr Maybury was 
stationed abroad. 

They lived in Hagley 
Road, Halesowen, and had 
three children - Ian, Mary 
and Catherine. They have 
five grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

She died last month. More 
than 170 people attended a 
service in her memory at St 
John the Baptist Church. 


I \ 

star extraTRAVEL 



in Manchester 


Day excursion, Saturday 8 June 2013 


An unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding music, 
passionate romance and sensationally sexy dancing. 


Seen by millions across the globe this worldwide smash-hit tells the classic 
story of Baby and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from different 
worlds, who come together in what will be the most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives. 
Featuring hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping 
I've Had The Time of My Life. 


Don't miss your chance to see this truly spectacular musical theatre event. 


You'll have the time of your life. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £22.50 for the matinee performance of Dirty Dancing at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester. Upgrade to Circle seats with a face value of £38.50 for a supplement of £20pp or stalls tickets face value 
£48.50 for a supplement of £30pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


star extraTRAVEL 
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Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 


Don't miss CATS, Andew Lloyd-Webber's extraordinary record-breaking, 
smash-hit musical as it returns to Manchester. 

Adapted from TS Eliot's 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats', this 
wonderful blend of fantasy, drama and romance is set on the night that 
the Jellicle Cats meet for the Jellicle Ball in a sparkling fusion of music, 
dance and verse. 

With an amazing musical score that includes the timeless "Memory", 
spectacular set designs, stunning costumes and breathtaking choreography, 

CATS is a magical musical like no other. ^_ 

One of the longest-running shows in West End and Broadway history, CATS has enchanted 
audiences in over 300 cities around the world - now you too have the chance to experience this 
legendary musical phenomenon. 

• A Gallery seat with a face value of £27.50 for the matinee performance of Cats at the Opera House Theatre, 
Manchester. Please note the Gallery is high with steep steps - if you wish to upgrade to Circle seats with a face 
value of £32, there is a supplement of £5pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 



Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 
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CLUB NEWS 


servant^ ‘Birdman’ ruffles 
Pinfeathers with talk 


COVEN Wl 


COVEN WI members had a 
busy December, hosting the 
Ringhills Group carol 
service at St Pauls Church, 
which was well attended fol¬ 
lowed by mince pies. 

Some members partici¬ 
pated in the annual carol 
service at Lichfield Cathe¬ 
dral, others enjoyed an after¬ 
noon at Wightwick Manor. 
The group’s own Christmas 
party was a great success . 

The New Year saw the 
group welcome Patricia 
Boyd who presented 
Upstairs and Downstairs. 

She proved to be a knowl¬ 
edgeable humorous and 
charismatic speaker and the 
ladies proved a captive audi¬ 
ence. 

Patricia imparted many 
historical facts relating to 
the army of servants 
employed by the well-to-do 
and she brought along many 
props, photographs and tea 
towels all depicting the era. 

The war years, the vote for 
women and social economi¬ 
cal changes resulted in a 
wind of change and a huge 
depletion of servants. 

On Tuesday, February 12 
at Coven Memorial Hall 
from 7.30pm, the group is 
looking forward to Scott 
Petrek of the Wildlife Trust 
who will present Doxey 
Marshes. 

There will also be a sales 
table of miscellaneous items. 

On February 18, the group 
will enjoy a meal out to cele¬ 
brate the anniversary of its 
formation. 

Phone 01902 790417 for 
more details. 



Guest speaker Colin McShane - Birdman Of Brewood 


SHARESHILL 

Wl 


AT THE January meeting, 
Colin McShane talked to the 
group about our ‘Feathered 
friends’. 

Known as the Birdman of 
Brewood and a member of 
Brewood Ringers, he gave a 
really interesting and 
amusing talk about the lives 
and habits of those birds vis¬ 
iting our gardens. 

Members learned how to 
recognise them, how they 
feed and how to help them 
through the winter. 

Finally, Colin encouraged 
the ladies to join in with the 
RSPB’s big bird watch and 
members armed with count¬ 
ing forms will be ready to 
check on bird life in their 
gardens. 


Festive activities well 
supported by members 


CHRISTMAS activities 
were all well supported by 
members of the guild when 
the Haven Singers came to 
entertain. 

Several members were 
able to attend the carol 
service at St John’s in the 
Square where the ladies met 
up with other local guilds 
and the ever-popular 
Marston Singers. 

A Christmas Lunch at the 
Goldthorn Hotel was very 


WOMBOURNE E 
TOWNSWOMEN 


good and our festive tree at 
the URC helped to raise 
£505. 

Speaker Edwin Shore 
made another welcome visit 
in January with a most 
interesting and entertaining 
talk entitled National 
Service. Chris Corns held a 


coffee morning in aid of 
Wings on January 24 and 
there will be a visit to 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery 
on February 21 at 10.30am. 

At the next meeting on 
February 14, the annual 
subscriptions are due and 
the talk is about the Ifakara 
Bakery Project. 

It takes place from 7.30pm 
in Wombourne Community 
Centre. Visitors are always 
welcome. 
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I BUFFET MEAL wA 
AVAILABLE 

2 course £5.95 

3 Course £6.95 

4 Course £7.95 


Dilshad are proud to offer 
for the first time the 

Valentine’s Day 
Indian Buffet 


Open all day 12 noon until Midnight 
Valentine’s lunch buffet 
£6.95 l2-5pm 
Valentine’s evening buffet 
£8.95 5.30 I Opm 


Sunday-Thursday 
eat in only 
A la carte menu also 
available 


BRING YOUR OWN WINE AND BEER 

(STRICTLY NO SPIRITS!) 

Awarded5+ 16-20 OLDBURY ROAD, BlACKHEATH 


Food Hygiene Award by 
t Sandwell Council 


Book 
now for 
Valentines 


West Midlands B65 OIN 
Tell 01215615444/3912 
Web: www.dilshadbati.com 

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 
Cash Only on orders over £10 
within 2 mile radius 



Send a message to your loved one to appear in Express & Star on Thursday, 
February 14. Post your coupon, along with payment, to reach us no later than 
12 noon on Tuesday, February 12, or telephone the number below. 

The recipient of each message containing an illustration, 
will receive a pair of tickets* for Cineworld, Wolverhampton 

*Subject to availability, restrictions apply 


WRITE YOUR VALENTINE’S MESSAGE HERE 
starting with First Name or Nickname 




ILLUSTRATED MESSAGES 



- 


4Cm £17 cn including 

Box Ad illustration |_| 
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5cm COO SEE 1 1 

Box Ad A»fcViOU illustration _ 


** 


m\ 


PLEASE CIRCLE THE ILLUSTRATION OF YOUR CHOICE 


Lineage Ads 

lines at £2.20p per line, 
min 3 lines 


e.g. MICKEY You will 

always be my Valentine! 
From your Little Minnie xx 
(£6.60 inc VAT) 


TEXT A 
VALENTINE’S! 
MESSAGE 


To send a lineage message to the one you love, text the word Val followed by a 
space, followed by your message to 64343. maximum 160 characters. 

Text messages received may be amended if the content is unsuitable to 
print. You will be charged £3 for your text message, plus your standard text 
message rate. By texting this service you are agreeing to receive free SMS 
information from Express & Star. To stop messages simply reply STOP. 




PAY THE EASY WAY 

I enclose Cheque / Postal Order to the value of £. 

and made payable to the Midland News Association Ltd or debit my credit card account 

WB WGWH 


Name- 


Security No.. 


Valid from. Expiry date- 


issue No.. 


SENDER’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE- 


RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE. 


Send to: Valentine’s Day Messages, Classified Advertisement Department, 
Express & Star, Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call into any of our 
branch offices or e-mail: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/valentines 
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star extraTRAVEL 

For brochures contact us: (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) I starextra@expressandstar.co.uk I www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, all our tour operators are members of ABTA - the Travel Association 

and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). 

Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton 


Jersey 


Five to eight days various departure dates 

PRICE FROM 

Jersey is the largest of the Channel Islands and 
the place to go for a holiday abroad that’s not 
too far from home. 

Influenced by the UK and the continent this island is 
unique with country lanes, rugged cliffs, sandy beaches, 
castles and towers. 

During your stay in Jersey you may choose to join one of 
the optional excursions on offer, which can be booked at 
the hotel reception. These include visits to the Jersey War 
Tunnels, Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Mont Orgueil 
and Elizabeth Castle. 

Alternatively you may like to hire a car to explore the 
island at your leisure, again this can be booked at the hotel reception and the car will also be brought 
to the hotel for your convenience. 


£349 



You have two hotels to choose from, both located in 
St Helier and a short walk from the town centre. The 


Mayfair Hotel is near to the famous Howard Davis Park 
while the Metropole is set within its own beautiful 
gardens and boasts an outdoor swimming pool. 

Departure dates offered are April 15, October 13 and 14 
(four nights), May 20 (six nights), June 19 and 23, July 
21 and 24, August 25 and 26, September 22 and 23 (all 
seven nights). Alternative dates and durations are 
available on a request basis from Modern Travel Centre. 




Organised by Modern Travel 
(ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 


Centre 


Afternoon tea and stay Manchester Ship 
at the Waldorf Hotel Canal Cruise 


Two days departing May 5 


Two days departing May 11 and Sept 7 



PRICE FROM 


£209 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
Waldorf Hilton Hotel, London 
•Afternoon tea in the Waldorf Hilton, Homage Grand 
Salon Restaurant 

•Guided walking tour of the Waldorf Hilton Hotel 
•Free time in London 

•Services of a tour driver and tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal 
•Visit to Chester 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Torquay 

Cruise and Steam 

Four days 

departing April 19, July 12 and 19 


Easter break 

Walking on the Gower & 
Pembrokeshire Coast 

Four days departing March 29 



PRICE FROM 


£239 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Visits to Torquay, Dartmouth, Buckfast Abbey, Plymouth 
and Exeter 

•Journey on the Dartmouth Steam Railway 
•Cruise on the River Dart 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£255 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Two guided walks 

•Visits to Cardiff and The Mumbles, The Gower 
Peninsular and The Pembrokeshire Coast 
•Services of a tour driver 
•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement 
applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Spring Gardens of Kew 
and Hampton Court 
Palace Gardens 


Settle Carlisle Railway 

and Pennine Waterways 


The John Smith’s 
Grand National 


London Shopping 
Breaks 


Two days departing April 13 


PRICE FROM 


£115 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Entrance to Kew Gardens and Xstrata Treetop Walkway 

•Entrance to Hampton Court Palace Gardens 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Four days departing Apr 19, Jun 21, Sep 13 




PRICE FROM 


£249 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 

•Journey on the Settle-Carlisle Railway 

•Cruise on the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

•Visits to Ingleton, Skipton and Haworth 

•Services of a tour driver and tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Two days departing April 6 



PRICE FROM 


£125 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Steeplechase enclosure (upgrade to 
Tattersalls enclosure offered) 

•Visit to Chester 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£99. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 
•Dates offered March 9 and 30, April 6 and 27, May 4 
and 25, June 1 and 29, July 27, August 24 and 
September 21 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Lake Garda, Venice 
and Verona 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£599 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 
•Tour of Lake Garda 
•Guided tours of Verona and Venice 
•Tour of the Dolomite mountains 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


The Rhine Valley 
and Strasbourg 
by Eurostar 

Seven days various departure dates 


£629 


•Return standard class seat on Eurostar and TGV 
•Return rail connection to London (selected dates) 
•Coach travel overseas 

•Six nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Two dinners 

•Visits to Aachen, Colmar and the Black Forest 
•Guided tours of Heidelberg and Strasbourg 
•Tours of the Rhine Valley and the wine route in Alsace 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744) 


New England 
in the Fall 


Eight days departing in October 



PRICE FROM 


£969 


•Return flights 

•Six nights room-only hotel accommodation 
•Full-day tour through the Mountains of New Hampshire 
and Vermont including the Kancamagus Highway 
•Drive to Portsmouth and through the New Hampshire 
Lakes’ region 

•Morning visit to Manhattan, New York city 

•Full-day trip to Boston 

•En-route stop at the Yankee Candle Factory 

•Services of a tour manager in the USA 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Time warp classic 
that is timeless 

The Rocky Horror Show, 
New Alex, B-ham 

CELEBRATING its 40th 


Classic Christie whodunnits 


Felons’ farce is 
criminal genius 


The Ladykillers, 
Grand W-ton 

SCREENWRITER 


year, Richard O’Brien’s 
cult hit The Rocky Horror 
Show remains the sexiest 
stage musical on the 
planet. 

For the uninitiated, it is a 
hilarious celebration of the 
B-movie, following newly 
engaged couple Brad and 
Janet as they take shelter 
at the home of a mad trans¬ 
vestite scientist, Frank-N- 
Furter, who has been 
building the perfect muscle 
man. 

The latest production, 
directed by Christopher 
Luscombe, will not have 
disappointed die-hard fans 
who, as always came 
dressed, in their wigs and 
suspenders and rocked 
along to the Time Warp. 

Of particular note were 
Roxanne Pallet, playing 
Janet, Ben Forster, as Brad, 
and Philip Franks narrat¬ 
ing. Rhydian kept up with 
the best of them. 

As is traditional, the 
audience interjected with 
regular vulgar outbursts 
(leave the kids at home for 
this one). Rocky Horror 
runs until Saturday. 

Will Ackermann 

Diamond tribute 
sparkles in show 

Real Diamond, 

The Grand, W-ton 

NEIL Diamond fans were 
rewarded with a real gem of 
a show, celebrating the 
singer's 73rd birthday. 

John Hylton's vocal 
tribute to his hero was as 
near as one can get to the 
legend himself. 

Les Jowett 


bring mystery and murder 


MYSTERY grips two theatres in the region with 
the arrival on tour of a pair of Agatha Christie 
plays, one of them the most famous whodunnit 
in British stage history. 

The Mousetrap, the longest running show in the West End 
with more than 25,000 performances during 60 years, is 
coming to Birmingham New Alexandra Theatre as part of its 
first UK tour, to mark its diamond anniversary. 

It’s at the Alex from Monday to Saturday with a cast includ- 


Rock and soul 
gigs to relish 

AN EXCELLENT late 
winter and spring for gigs is 
in prospect in the Black 
Country and Birmingham. 

Highlights include a visit 
by legendary Stax and Blues 
Brothers guitarist Steve 
Cropper, teaming up with 
members of The Animals at 
The Robin 2 in Bilston 
tonight (Thursday). 

Chart-topping teenaged 
singer-songwriter Jake Bugg 
is at Birmingham HMV Insti¬ 
tute on February 19. 

BBC DJ and former Fun 
Lovin’ Criminal, Huey 
Morgan brings his New 
Yorkers to the Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, on March 9. 

Welsh rockers The Stereo¬ 
phonies road test new album 
Graffiti On The Train at 
Wolverhampton Civic on 
March 16. 


ing Karl Howman (from TV’s 
Brushstrokes), Bruno 
Langley (Coronation Street), 
Graham Seed (from radio’s 
The Archers) and former Eas- 
tEnders Elizabeth Power, 
Steven France, Jemma 
Walker and Clare Wilkie. Bob 
Saul reprises his West End 
role as Sgt Trotter. 

Daughter 

The Mousetrap is also 
going to be staged at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand in late May. 

Meanwhile, The Official 
Agatha Christie Theatre 
Company bring Go Back To 
Murder, in which a daughter 
seeks to clear her mother’s 
name, to the Grand from 
Monday to Saturday. 

The star-studded cast 
includes film and TV actors 
Sophie Ward (Land Girls), 
Lysette Anthony (Three Up 
Three Down), Robert Duncan 
(Drop The Dead Donkey), 
Ben Nealon (Soldier Soldier), 
Gary Mavers (Peak Practice) 
and Smethwick-born Liza 
Goddard. 


\ 



Opera and family combine in a poignant theme for comedian Mark Thomas 


Bravo idea 
for comic’s 
latest tour 

COMEDIAN and activist Mark 
Thomas has exposed arms 
dealers and abuses of civil liber¬ 
ties and is as handy with a mega¬ 
phone as a microphone - holding 
the world record for the most 
individual protests held in a day. 

In recent years he has been 
rambling along the Israeli border 
and travelled around Britain col¬ 
lecting clauses for his Manifesto, 
on BBC Radio 4. 

But the theme of his latest tour 
is a more personal affair, the story 
of Mark’s father, a builder with a 
love of opera. It tells of the come¬ 
dian’s attempt to put an opera on 
at the Bournemouth bungalow 
home of his father, who has a 
degenerative disease. 

It is about love, death, fathers 
and sons, and the search for 
peace... with quite a few gags 
thrown in. 

The Bravo Figaro tour brings 
him to Stourbridge Town Hall on 
Friday, February 15. Meanwhile, 
he will be back to his Manifesto at 
the Glee Club in Birmingham on 
Thursday, March 7. 


William Rose's original 
black comedy, about a 
criminal gang posing as a 
string ensemble to fool 
their elderly landlady, is 
given a broad farce treat¬ 
ment aiming for big 
laughs, which it achieves. 
An excellent cast and an 
ingenious set ensure a sat¬ 
isfying production. 

Paul Bown is a treat as 
the slightly deranged 
would-be criminal master¬ 
mind whilst Michelle 
Dotrice is his delightful 
nemesis as the semi- 
senile, stubborn senior. 

The rest of the gang are 
colourful characters too, 
William Troughton as a 
pill-popping young villain, 
Cliff Parisi as a word-man¬ 
gling Romanian cut¬ 
throat, Clive Mantle as a 
nervous conman with 
transvestite tendencies 
and Chris McCalphy as a 
punch-drunk former 
boxer with a soft streak. 

The other star is 
Michael Taylor's award- 
nominated set, a lopsided 
and subsided skewiff Vic¬ 
torian house. This is an 
exuberant play and runs 
until Saturday. 

Leon Burakowski 

Singers to bring 
sound of musicals 

STARLIGHT Singers will 
perform numbers from 
musicals at Stourport 
Civic Hall on February 9. 

Tickets for the event, 
costing £9, are available by 
calling 01562 638864 or 
07746 675314 or from the 
Civic Hall Box Office. 


SELL rr OR 

PAWN IT! 

We lend on diamond rings, watches, gold coins inc. 
sovereigns, all hallmarked & unhallmarked 
gold & Asian gold jewellery 

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT ♦ IDENTIFICATION WILL BE REQUESTED ♦ INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED 

THE GOLD BUYERS 
YOU CAN TRUST 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR UNWANTED 
GOLD, ASIAN GOLD & SILVER 
ANY CONDITION 











































Page 26 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 2013 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 2 . 02.13 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Britain’s Brightest 
BBC1, 7pm 

Given his offbeat turns on 
Mock the Week, it’s little 
wonder Milton Jones’ star 
has been on the rise for 
some years now. This week 
he’ll be helping to raise a 
few laughs on Clare 
Balding’s puzzle-themed 
show, and with next week’s 
final being the main focus 
for the final six contestants, 
it’ll be intriguing to see who 
has the right stuff to make 
it through to the series end. 
Aside from Mr Jones, other 
challenges involve those 
nutty boys/men Madness, 
and a German bottle band. 
As ever the self-confessed 
brainboxes aim to get that 
one step closer to claiming 
the prize of £50,000. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 The Good 
Cook. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 12.15 
Football Focus. 1.00 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. 3.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. 5.55 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

6.15 Pointless Celebrities. With 
brother and sister Colin 
Jackson and Suzanne 
Packer. (R) 

7.00 Britain’s Brightest. The last 
six contestants compete for 
the remaining place in next 
week’s final, taking on 
challenges involving pop 
group Madness, comedian 
Milton Jones and a German 
bottle band. 

8.00 The National Lottery: In It to 

Win It. Dale Winton presents 
the quiz in which five 
contestants pit their wits to 
scoop a big cash prize. 
Includes the National Lottery 
draws, presented by Myleene 
Klass. 

8.50 Casualty. Jordan’s return to 
Holby reaches a dramatic 
climax when he is called 
upon to save the life of the 
person who killed his 
girlfriend. Michael French 
stars. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Rory and 
Dino have a bust-up, Mark 
and Betty announce their 
imminent departure to 
Australia and a strange 
phone call causes the Brown 
children to suspect one of 
them may be adopted. (R) 
10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Including 
action from Fulham v 
Manchester United; National 
Lottery Update. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 

1.15 Weatherview. 1.20 BBC News. 


6.00 Film: Devil’s Canyon. (1953) 

7.30 Great British Menu. (R) 8.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 8.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 9.00 Great British 
Menu. (R) 9.30 Great British Menu. 
(R) 10.00 A History of Britain by 
Simon Schama. (R) 11.00 Meet the 
Ancestors. (R) 11.30 Map Man. (R) 
12.00 Indian Food Made Easy. (R) 

12.30 Mastermind. (R) 1.00 
University Challenge. (R) 1.30 
Talking Pictures. 2.10 Film: 
Anchors Aweigh. (1945) 4.25 Final 
Score. 5.30 The Great Comic Relief 
Bake Off. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! James Lewis and 
Kate Bliss value items in 
Stroud. (R) 

7.00 Top Gear. The motoring 
magazine returns. Jeremy 
Clarkson builds a small car 
and pitches the concept in 
the Dragons’ Den, and 
Damian Lewis is the Star in a 
Reasonably Priced Car. (R) 
8.00 Dad’s Army. Sergeant 

Wilson joins the aristocracy. 

(R) 

8.30 Natural World: Kangaroo 
Dundee. Part two of two. 
Brolga continues to raise the 
three joeys he rescued in his 
one-room tin shack in the 
Outback, but one of them is 
seriously ill. 

9.30 Howard Goodall’s Story of 
Music. The composer 
examines the extraordinarily 
fertile musical period 
between 1650 and 1750, 
which saw innovations 
including the orchestra, the 
overture, modern tuning and 
the piano. Also on BBC HD at 
11pm. 

10.30 Ql XL. With Nina Conti, Sean 
Lock and Bill Bailey. (R) 

11.15Film: The Good Shepherd. 

(2006) Fact-based spy 
drama, starring Matt Damon 
and Robert De Niro. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.10 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 

6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Victorious. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 Saturday 
Cookbook. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 1.25 Countrywise. (R) 1.40 My 
Tasty Travels with Lynda 
Bellingham. (R) 2.40 Dinner Date. 
(R) 3.45 Film: The Flintstones. 
(1994) 5.30 Regional Programme ; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 New You’ve Been Framed! 
Top 100 Talent. 

7.00 Splash! The final, which sees 
the four remaining celebrity 
divers attempting to 
somersault, twist and pike 
their way to victory. Last in 
the series. 

8.30 Take Me Out. A guitar 

teacher, a 999 call operator, a 
choir leader and a butcher 
enter the love lift in the hope 
of impressing 30 single 
women. Paddy McGuinness 
presents the dating show. 
9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
The host chats to comedian 
Eddie Izzard, broadcaster 
and naturalist David 
Attenborough, stand-up- 
turned-actor Russell Brand 
and action-film star Dolph 
Lundgren. With music by 
Pulp. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Pride and Prejudice. 

(2005) Period drama, 
starring Keira Knightley. 

1.25 Jackpot247. 2.55 In Plain 
Sight. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.05 Sali Mali. (R) 6.10 The Hoobs. 
(R) 6.35 The Hoobs. (R) 7.05 
Beach Volleyball. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 Frasier. 
(R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Undercover 
Boss Australia. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.00 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 4.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 5.05 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 5.35 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 

6.05 Come Dine with Me: 

Ireland. Former lawyer Fiona 
Buckley, now a nut trader, 
hopes her belly of pork main 
will be enough to win her the 
1,000 euro prize as she hosts 
the final dinner party in Cork. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.05 4thought.tv. People of 
different faiths talk about 
how their religion views the 
consumption of alcohol. 

7.10 Film: Crocodile Dundee. 
(1986) An Australian hunter 
with a larger-than-life 
reputation accompanies a 
reporter from the Outback to 
the urban jungle of 
Manhattan. Comedy, starring 
Paul Hogan and Linda 
Kozlowski. 

9.00 World Without End. Mother 
Cecilia sends Caris to France 
to petition the king, who is 
desperate to find a way for 
his army to cross the River 
Somme, otherwise they will 
be trapped and under siege. 
10.00 Film: Along Came a Spider. 
(2001) Detective thriller, 
starring Morgan Freeman. 
12.05 Film: Chatroom. (2010) 

1.50 Film: Birthday Girl. (2001) 
Comedy, with Nicole Kidman. 3.20 
Hollyoaks. 5.25 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.10 Inside Hollywood 2013. 
11.20 The Gadget Show. (R) 12.20 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.20 Film: 
Mrs Caldicot’s Cabbage War. 

(2000) 3.30 Film: Desperate 
Escape. (2009) 5.15 Film: By 
Appointment Only. (2007) 

6.50 5 News Weekend. 

6.55 NCIS. (R) 

7.45 NCIS. Gibbs sends DiNozzo 
and Ziva on a decoy mission 
to retrieve top-secret 
information from a secure 
military base, in a bid to 
expose a spy in NCIS. (R) 

8.40 Law & Order. A cop is 
murdered during a botched 
robbery, triggering an 
investigation that leads Green 
and Cassady to a paparazzo 
who may have compromising 
photos of a celebrity. (R) 

9.40 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit. New series. 

The detectives are forced to 
rely on an officer from 
another district when a rape 
victim refuses to talk to 
anyone but him, while 
introductions to the new ADA 
go badly. 

10.40 Law & Order: Criminal 
Intent. New series. Part one 
of two. Goren and Eames 
investigate an illegal arms 
deal. 

11.35 True Crimes: The First 72 
Hours. A sexual predator is 
caught by behavioural and 
geographical profiling. 

12.05 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.25 
Divine Designs. (R) 4.50 County 
Secrets. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show. (R) 

5.40 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 7.45 Doctor Who 8.35 
Film: Cool Runnings (1993). Fact- 
based sporting comedy, starring 
John Candy. 10.10 Russell 
Howard’s Good News Extra 10.55 
Family Guy 11.40 American Dad! 
BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Volcano 8.00 
The Treasures of Ancient Rome 
9.00 Borgen 11.00 Queens of 
British Pop 

ITV2 

5.50 Film: Toy Story (1995) 7.35 
Film: Back to the Future Part II 
(1989). Sci-fi comedy sequel, 
starring Michael J Fox. 9.45 Take 
Me Out-The Gossip 10.30 Fake 
Reaction 11.15 Film: Wanted 
(2008). Action adventure, starring 
James McAvoy and Angelina Jolie. 
ITV3 

2.50 A Touch of Frost 5.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
9.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Film: The Graduate (1967) 

ITV4 

2.30 Live Africa Cup of Nations. The 
opening quarter-final (Kick-off 
3.00pm). 5.15 Cheers 5.45 World 
of Sport: Footballing Upsets 6.00 
Live Africa Cup of Nations. The 
second quarter-final (Kick-off 
6.30pm). 9.00 Champions League 
Heroes 10.00 Film: Nighthawks 
(1981) 

E4 

3.35 Rules of Engagement 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Happy 
Endings 8.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.30 2 Broke Girls 9.00 
Film: Top Gun (1986) 11.10 The 
Big Bang Theory 
Film4 

3.05 Murder Ahoy (1964) 4.55 
Little Manhattan (2005) 6.40 Mona 
Lisa Smile (2003) 9.00 The A-Team 
(2010) Action adventure, starring 
Liam Neeson. 11.20 Orphan (2009) 
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Th® Children’s 
Family Trustt 

A family for life 

Ever thought about fostering? 

Do you have room in your 
heart to care for one, or 
possibly more, children so 
that brothers and sisters 
can stay together? 

If you have a spare room 
why not get in touch? 

Some children need a caring 
home for a few weeks, while 
others need a New family life 

In return you will receive a 
weekly payment of over £410 
per child, plus in-depth training 
and an excellent level 
of support. 


For further information, please call: 

01905 798229 

Em; «qul(1©*6th@cfL@rg,iik 
Wet www.thecfL@rg.uk 


■fi-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

► 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

► 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

► Document L Compliant 

► Shoot Bolt Locking 

► Sight Line Glazing 

► Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


r\ ^ 

Ut*i 


***£«#*«» 

a A 

, £240 




Over 5,GOO installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

B3 B 0 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! t 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN ' 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 3.02.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Brian Cox 


Wonders of Life 
BBC2, 9pm 

Professor Brian Cox is 
everywhere at the minute. 
University lecturer by day, 
stargazer and the Beeb’s 
most intriguing presenter 
by night, it’s little wonder he 
finds the time to fit it all in. 
But that he does, and he 
stretches himself even 
further as his new series 
Wonders of Life continues. 
The physicist is making his 
way around the globe, on a 
mission to investigate 
whether the emergence of 
life was an inevitable 
consequence of the 
physical laws that rule the 
universe. This week, Brian 
finds himself doing what 
most of us often dream of; 
tripping across America. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Sunday Politics; Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.25 Countryfile. 
(R) 1.25 Call the Midwife. (R) 2.25 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 5.00 
Africa. (R) 

6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Blandings. David Walliams 
returns as no-nonsense 
secretary Baxter. 

7.00 Countryfile. Items from the 
snowy Yorkshire Dales, 
including cheese-making at 
Jervaulx Abbey in the style of 
the Cistercian monks and 
following a veterinary couple 
on their farm rounds. 
Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Jenny is 
seconded to a short-staffed 
hospital in London, but 
intimidating surgeon Mr 
Tracey leaves her reluctant to 
carry out her duties. 

9.00 Ripper Street. Reid senses 
something amiss when a 
Jewish anarchist is found 
dead, leading the team into 
the murky world of the 
British government’s fight 
against international 
terrorism. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Including highlights of 
Manchester City v Liverpool. 

11.15 Room 101 - Extra Storage. 
With Cilia Black, Hugh 
Dennis and Mel Giedroyc. 

11.55The Sky at Night. From the 
Royal Observatory, 
Greenwich. 

12.15 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 
1.40 Six Nations Rugby Union. 2.25 
Weatherview. 2.30 BBC News. 


6.00 Close. 6.50 Film: A Walk in 
the Sun. (1945) 8.45 Life in a 
Cottage Garden with Carol Klein. 

(R) 9.15 Ato Z of TV Gardening. 
10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.30 The Little Paris Kitchen: 
Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 
12.00 EastEnders. (R) 1.55 Coast. 

2.10 Natural World: Kangaroo 
Dundee. (R) 3.10 Natural World: 
Kangaroo Dundee. (R) 4.10 The 
Great Comic Relief Bake Off. (R) 

5.10 Songs of Praise. 5.45 Ski 
Sunday. 

6.30 Orbit: Earth’s Extraordinary 
Journey. Kate Humble and 
Helen Czerski follow the 
earth’s journey around the 
sun from the March equinox 
to the end of June. Last in 
the series. (R) 

7.30 Open All Hours. Granville 
tries to persuade Arkwright 
to buy a van, so he does not 
have to struggle with the 
shop’s outdated delivery 
bike. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and 
James May pilot three front- 
engined supercars on a road 
trip from Las Vegas to Palm 
Springs via Los Angeles. 

With drummer Mick 
Fleetwood. 

9.00 Wonders of Life. Professor 
Brian Cox encounters 
extraordinary creatures in 
the US as he investigates 
how the senses evolved, 
charting life’s journey from 
single-celled organisms to 
sentient beings. 

10.00 A Night with the Stars. 

Professor Brian Cox explores 
challenging concepts in 
physics. (R) 

11.00 Live American Football: 
Super Bowl XLVII. San 

Francisco 49ers v Baltimore 
Ravens (Kick-off 11.30pm). 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.10 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.15 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 9.00 
The Aquabats Super Show. 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 House Guest in the Sun. 
(R) 10.25 60 Minute Makeover. (R) 
11.25 May the Best House Win Vive 
la France. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal. (R) 1.35 Rosemary & Thyme. 
(R) 2.35 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
3.05 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. (2001) 5.50 
Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 
With actress Samantha 
Womack and McFly’s Tom 
Fletcher. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. The two lowest-scoring 
contestants perform new 
routines, with the judges 
deciding which couple 
deserves another chance and 
a place in next week’s show. 
9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry hits rock 
bottom after a confrontation 
with Rose, who has received 
a visit from his mistress Ellen 
Love, while Agnes falls out 
with Victor when she returns 
to the store. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 It’ll Be Alright on the Night. 

Celebrity bloopers with Griff 
Rhys Jones. (R) 

11.15Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 
Union. 

12.10 The Store. 2.15 Monk. (R) 

2.55 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.05 Will & Grace. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.35 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 

(R) 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.05 
Film: Star Trek II: The Wrath of 
Khan. (1982) 4.20 Time Team. 

5.20 Deal or No Deal. 

6.20 Channel 4 News. 

6.50 4thought.tv. Alcohol 
consumption and religion. 

6.55 The Political Slot. A day in 
the life of Conservative Party 
Chairman Grant Shapps. 

7.00 Come Dine with Me. A week 
of dinner parties in 
Edinburgh, featuring an 
around-the-world menu, a 
“sweetie darling” theme and 
a stab at some Heston 
Blumenthal-style cooking. 
8.00 The Hotel. Mark wants 
Christian to become more 
cost-conscious and gives 
him a chance to prove 
himself by asking him to 
organise a wedding fair and 
oversee a local couple’s 
nuptials. 

9.00 Film: Source Code. (2011) 
Premiere. A pilot investigates 
a bombing by having his 
mind transferred into one of 
the victims for the last eight 
minutes of his life. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Jake Gyllenhaal. 

10.50 Film: The Accused. (1988) 
Oscar-winning drama, 
starring Jodie Foster. 

12.55 Film: Rebound. (2005) 
Comedy, with Martin Lawrence. 

2.20 Smallville. 3.00 Coming Up. 
(R) 3.30 St Elsewhere. 4.15 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 5.10 Countdown. (R) 

5.55 Quick Bakes with Eric Laniard. 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.30 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.40 Milkshake! 
Monkey. (R) 7.45 City of Friends. 
(R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.10 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Mio Mao. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Milkshake! 

Show Songs. (R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. 
(R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.25 Little 
Lodgers. (R) 9.30 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 9.45 Jelly Jamm. 10.00 
Power Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.10 Looney Tunes. (R) 11.20 
Once Upon a Time. (R) 12.20 Film: 
The Princess Bride. (1987) 2.10 
Titanic. (R) 5.25 5 News Weekend. 
5.35 Film: The Witches. (1990) 

7.15 Film: The Time Machine. 
(2002) Sci-fi adventure, 
based on the HG Wells novel. 
9.00 Person of Interest. The 

Machine directs Reese and 
Finch to protect a lawyer who 
specialises in suing on behalf 
of convicts who claim they 
were wrongfully imprisoned. 
10.00 Film: Rambo. (2008) Action 
sequel, directed by and 
starring Sylvester Stallone. 

11.45 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 

12.45 How Do They Do It? (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Michaela’s Wild 
Challenge. (R) 4.25 Divine Designs. 
(R) 4.50 County Secrets. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 The 
Milkshake! Show. (R) 5.40 Thomas 
& Friends. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 2011: 
Not in 3D 7.05 Wallace & Gromit: 
The Wrong Trousers 7.35 Film: 
Superman Returns (2006). 10.00 
Being Human 11.00 Family Guy 

11.45 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Story of British Pathe 8.00 
Harlots, Housewives & Heroines: A 
17th Century History for Girls 9.00 
Frank Sinatra: The Voice of the 
Century-Arena Special 10.35 
Film: The Salt of Life (2011) 

ITV2 

3.55 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
4.40 The Best of You’ve Been 
Framed! 5.40 Film: Back to the 
Future Part III (1990) 8.00 You’ve 
Been Framed! Calendar Special 
9.00 The Magaluf Weekender 10.00 
Film: The Bourne Identity (2002) 
ITV3 

3.35 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.45 
Murder, She Wrote 6.40 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 9.00 David Jason’s 
Greatest Escapes 10.00 Film: 
Schindler’s List (1993) 

ITV4 

2.30 Live Africa Cup of Nations. 

5.15 Cheers 5.45 Greatest FA Cup 
Finals 6.00 Live Africa Cup of 
Nations. 9.00 Anglo-Welsh Cup 
Rugby Union 10.00 Film: The 
Magnificent Seven (1960) 

E4 

5.00 Revenge 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.00 New Girl 8.00 Film: 
Romancing the Stone (1984) 10.05 
What Happens in Kavos 11.05 My 
Mad Fat Diary 
Film4 

3.05 Because of Winn-Dixie (2005) 

5.10 The Honeymooners (2005) 

6.55 Shopgirl (2005) Romantic 
comedy, starring Claire Danes and 
Steve Martin. 9.00 Assault on 
Precinct 13 (2005) 11.10 
M*A*S*H (1970) 
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Vernon /agner|Q121 520 


As seen on 




the 

big 

build 


y Supply Only or Full Installation 
y Buy With Confidence 
y Well Established Family Business 
y Friendly and Professional Service 
y Plumbing, Tiling and Electrics 
y Free Design / Home Visits 
^ No Pressure Sales 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 



• Motor Body Work Specialists 30 lfGflPS EXPEPlGIIGG 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Grange 

Landscaping 


Every aspect 
in landscaping 



• Patios •Brickwalls •Fencing 

• Turfing • Block Paving 

• Shed Bases • Edgings 

• Specialists in Decking 


For great ideas call for a FREE quote anytime, 
7 days a week. Est. Since 1978 

Call: 01384 824809 / 07889 817996 


S. 




Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages 
from £499 


(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom 
(opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Complete Rubber 
Roofing In One Piece 
With ISIo Joins 


• ISIo Obligation Quotes 
• Professional/Reliable 

• Qualified Roof Installer 

• ISIo Obligation Quotes 



Ultimate Rubber 
Roofing Services 


□ 121 544 7485 
07905 845 885 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

The Punisher, Channel 5,10pm 

FBI agent Frank Castle enrages a powerful 
gangland kingpin when a gunfight accidentally 
causes the death of the mobster’s son. The crime 
boss retaliates by wiping out Castle’s entire family, 
but the lawman reinvents himself as a vigilante, 
acting as judge, jury and executioner to the 
underworld. Thriller based on the Marvel comic¬ 
book anti-hero, starring Thomas Jane, John 
Travolta, Will Patton, Rebecca Romijn and Roy 
Scheider. (2004) 

TUESDAY 

Rumble in the Bronx, BBC1,11.35pm 

A Hong Kong cop visits New York to attend the wedding 
of his uncle, who has just sold his market store to an 
entrepreneur. The policeman volunteers to stick around 
to help get the business running, but they soon fall foul 
of a local biker gang. Martial arts adventure, starring 
Jackie Chan, Anita Mui, Francoise Yip and Bill Tung. 
(1995) 


Pick of the Week 


9 * 


The Matrix Reloaded, Thursday, Channel 5,10pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Black Death, BBC1,11.40pm 

As the bubonic plague sweeps across medieval Britain, 
one isolated community seems to be completely 
unaffected. A naive monk is sent to accompany a band 
of mercenaries to the village to determine if they have 
used witchcraft to ward off the disease. Thriller, starring 
Sean Bean, Eddie Redmayne and Carice van Houten. 
( 2010 ) 

THURSDAY 

The Matrix Reloaded, Channel 5,10pm 

As the machines threaten the last refuge of humanity, 
a party of freedom fighters journeys into the virtual 
world of the Matrix to find a means to end the war 
once and for all. However, the computer programme 
Agent Smith, once a tool of the machines, has 
returned from the dead with his own plans for the 
world. Sci-fi thriller sequel, starring Keanu Reeves, 
Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fishburne and Hugo 
Weaving. (2003) 

FRIDAY 

Bad Boys II, Channel 5, 9pm 

Two mismatched undercover cops set out to halt an 
underground gang war and bring down a drug lord 
attempting to flood the market with a deadly form of 
Ecstasy. However, a romantic interlude threatens to 
drive the investigation off course. Comedy thriller 
sequel, starring Will Smith, Martin Lawrence, 
Gabrielle Union, Jordi Molla and Peter Stormare. 
(2003) 


Clunes 
for his 

M artin Clunes couldn’t be less 
like Gary, his Men Behaving 
Badly character, if he tried. 
While Gary would like nothing 
more than to be drinking with his 
mate Tony, Martin would prefer to be 
on his Dorset farm, hanging out with 
his wife, producer Philippa 
Braithwaite, their daughter Emily and 
his ever-growing menagerie of 
animals. 

Martin is besotted by his furry, four¬ 
legged friends. In fact, when he isn’t 
making Doc Martin or some other 
I TV drama, he can be found 
surrounded by them, either at home 
or while making a documentary. 

Over the past few years he’s 
featured in various programmes 
about dogs and lemurs - just last 
week he narrated another about 
canines. 

Now he’s back with a rather more 
personal project. 

This second string to his media 
career has come as a surprise, but 
he loves every minute of it: “It was 
never part of the plan, but I’d really 
miss presenting and the 
opportunities it’s given me. It would 


in the saddle 
new adventure 


be silly of me to say, ‘I won’t do that 
because this might spoil my chances 
of another acting job; because I 
might miss out on one of the biggest 
experiences of my life.” 

Two years ago, Martin adopted a 
couple of young Clydesdale draught 
horses - called Bruce and Ronnie - 
and they’re now at an age where 
they’re getting a little bored with just 
trotting around an empty field; their 
besotted ‘father’ describes them as 
“lovable but uncontrollable 
teenagers’’ 

To give the duo some focus, 

Martin has brought in Robert 
Sampson, an equine expert who will 
turn ‘the boys’ into useful working 
horses - he’ll coach Martin how to 
drive them properly too. 

“If you’d said 10 years ago that I 
would be driving a seven and a half 
ton truck with my own two young 
Clydesdales and taking them to hoof 
camp, I’d have laughed in your face,” 
claims Martin. “But it is a reality and 
it’s very exciting.” 

Much of the programme is 
dedicated to following the progress 
of all three novices, but there’s also 


a chance to find out how working 
horses are employed across the 
globe, including by the Amish and - 
in stark contrast - Budweiser in 
America. However, it’s a trip to an 
Italian vineyard that proves most 
eye-opening. 

‘A day working in that Italian 
vineyard is enough for me to 
think that having working horses 
on my farm can only be a good 
thing,” laughs Martin, as he 
watches the animals driving carts 
while fertilising the land at the 
same time. 

Then it’s back to Blighty to see 
how Ronnie and Bruce are getting 
along - and the answer is very well. 
In fact, Martin’s gentle, quiet 
approach to life seems to suit 
working with the duo rather well. 

“I found this new speed quite 
shocking to begin with, very slow,” 
he admits. “But I have a six month 
ban on my driving licence, so this 
speed could be my future - staring 
at my horses’ bums as they plod me 
around the countryside. 

“It’s quite a nice way to go. Three 
cheers I say.” 



Martin Clunes - Heavy Horse Power, Thursday, ITV, 9pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

Dancing on the Edge 
BBC2, 9pm 

If there was ever any doubt that writer-director 
Stephen Poliakoff’s name carries a lot of clout, just 
look at the cast list for his new drama, which stars 
everyone from Chiwetel Ejiofor and Matthew 
Goode to John Goodman and Jacqueline Bisset, 
via Jane Asher and new Doctor Who assistant 
Jenna Louise Coleman. Perhaps the impressive 
cast were also attracted by the plot, which follows a 
black jazz band in 1930s London. Led by Louis 
Lester (Ejiofor), the group find a champion in music 
journalist Stanley (Matthew Goode), and some 
unlikely fans among the upper class. But even with 
wealthy patrons on their side, they still have to deal 
with the racial inequalities and shifting moral values 
of the time. 

Richard III: The King in the Car Park 
Channel 4, 9pm 

It’s amazing what you can find in car parks these 
days; abandoned shopping trolleys, cigarette ends, 
the skeleton of one history’s most infamous 
monarchs... This documentary looks at the search 
for the final resting place of Richard III, who was 
killed at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485. His 
body was buried in Greyfriar’s Church in Leicester, 
but in the centuries that followed, the building was 
demolished and its exact location was lost to 
history. But all that changed in 2012 when 
archaeologists finally worked out that Greyfriar’s 
stood on what is now a council car park. Here, we 
follow the scientists who are trying to establish if the 
male skeleton found at the site really is Richard III. 


TUESDAY 

Brain Hospital: Saving Lives 
Channel 5,10pm 

As we return to Liverpool’s Walton Centre, 
this inspiring series introduces Martin and 
Marc who are undergoing brain treatment. 

Marc suffers from a chronic tremor which became 
worse during his teens. Surgeons hope that a 
‘deep brain stimulation’ operation will help him 
control his condition. The engineer has already 
given up his job and lost the ability to do everyday 
tasks, so this treatment is crucial. Martin, a 
university dean and father of three in his fifties 
who has been diagnosed with cancer is equally 
optimistic. This operation will hopefully remove 
the malignant brain tumours, which if left 
untreated will only spread throughout his 
body. 


WEDNESDAY 

Live International Football 

ITV, 7pm 

The England national team return to 
action this evening as they face 
Brazil in a friendly match at 
Wembley Stadium, organised as 
part of the FAs 150th 
anniversary celebrations. 

England’s last outing was a 
friendly away to Sweden last 
November, which will be 
remembered for the 
performance of Zlatan Ibrahimovich, 

who scored all of his team’s _ 

goals in a 4-2 victory, including 


a spectacular over-head volley from long distance. 
As with that game, the outcome of tonight’s clash 
is not critical, but Roy Hodgson will appreciate the 
opportunity to gather his squad together for the 
first time this year, and see this as a good test 
against quality opposition before resuming the 
World Cup qualification campaign. 

Holiday Hit Squad 
BBC1,8pm 

You wouldn’t want to get on the wrong side of 
Angela Rippon, Helen Skelton or Joe Crowley. 
They’ve made their names in tough-talking telly, 
so throw them all together on the 
same project and there’s every 
chance they’re quite the force to 
be reckoned with. This new 
series combines journalism and 
travel advice to ensure we’re fully 
clued up in making sure our 
holidays - no matter where in the 
d we find ourselves - live 
up to their promise. As Angela 

joins the professionals who 
devote their lives to 
helping British 
tourists in Majorca, 
Helen meets 
unhappy 

holidaymakers, and 
* Joe joins hotel 
inspectors in top 
holiday hotspots to 
learn about the 
■ hidden horrors. 



Holiday Hit Squad, Wednesday, BBC1,8pm 


THURSDAY 

How to Build a Bionic Man 
Channel 4, 9pm 

The medical experts featured in this documentary 
are using £1 million-worth of cutting-edge artificial 
limbs and organs in an attempt to create a bionic 
man that will then be displayed at London’s 
Science Museum. This summer’s Paralympic 
Games demonstrated how far modern technology 
has come in its ability to replace body parts and 
improve abilities, but presenter and psychologist 
Bertolt Meyer - who has a bionic hand - wants to 
find out how such technological developments 
may impact on the human race in the future. 
Whatever conclusions he draws will be fascinating 
- but not as intriguing as seeing how the bionic 
man at the centre of it all turns out. 

FRIDAY 

Ice Road Truckers 
Channel 5, 8pm 

It’s Friday night, which only means one thing on 
Channel 5 - a good dose of heavyweight trucking 
that frankly makes us thankful for our safe-as- 
houses desk jobs. And for Dave it’s not just the 
conditions through which he drives that are icy. In 
Prudhoe, he’s having trouble making friends with 
his new colleagues, and when his brakes freeze, 
he’s given little help by his fellow drivers. Things 
are going a little better for Lisa, though, when 
she’s given the responsibility of driving half of the 
biggest load of the season so far. Meanwhile Alex 
Debogorski is given an 800-mile three-day trip to 
deliver vital food supplies to a remote outpost in 
Tadoule Lake. 


|4I 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 


DOMCSTICS 

Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 



Larders From £89 

Freezers From £99 

Large Selection of 
Vacuums From £39 


Cookers From £139 

Dryers From £99 

Spinners From £99 


Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 



Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 0EA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 



ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
B.M.W., SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPTO 70% DISCOUNT 

Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 



I All made to measure - 




0 Washable Blinds Available 
0 Friendly, Personal Service 
0 Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 lOOO • 07956 416016 



^0 M . 

To advertise in the 
Sandwell Chronicle 
please call Tracey Simkins on 
01384 353258 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

14 

2 

15 

M 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

A 

12 

25 

13 

26 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 




CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


SEVEN G REAT GAMES IN ONE! 

H SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 



oU\. 


uo^- 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Pacific people would 
favour this - and I’m 
master for a change 
( 11 ) 

9. Practise extortion 
- public instrument 
for cutting needed! 
(7) 

10. The kind of physical 
impulse to provide 
resolution (5) 

11. Parts of ships 
looking smooth and 
glossy when turned 
round (5) 

12. His room is ar¬ 
ranged in North 
African style (7) 

13. Mitigate an outburst 
of passion (6) 

15. Keep on pestering a 
nocturnal animal (6) 

18. If asked his occupa¬ 
tion, would he give a 
stock answer? (7) 

20. Andersen named 
the medicinal plant 
inside (5) 

22 and 23 Ac. Suffer¬ 
ing from no heavi¬ 
ness at the core? 
(5-7) 

24. A state in which em¬ 
ployment would be 
out of the question? 
( 11 ) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Book-keeping (11) 

9. Ennui (7) 

10. Less wet (5) 

11. Plant spike (5) 

12. Outermost (7) 

13. Innumerable (6) 

15. Landed property (6) 

18. Towing vehicle (7) 

20. Forebode (5) 

22. Meeting-place (5) 

23. Subtle discrimina¬ 
tion (7) 

24. Fraternity (11) 


Down 

2. She’s held by their 
enemies (5) 

3. Different traits 
revealed by eastern 
performer (7) 

4. Guiding principles 
for the production of 
machine-guns (6) 

5. Just the food to 
provide a guy with 
energy (5) 

6. Giving patient atten¬ 
tion (7) 

7. Strictly regulates 
one’s operations, but 
strives to hold sway 
(5,2,4) 

8. Capture the wom¬ 
an’s estates for a 
European country 
( 11 ) 

14. Is able to cope, but 
the fellow looks older 
(7) 

16. Don’t! It’s a ban, 
maybe (7) 

17. Bends the back and 
vaults! (6) 

19. If a man stays here, 
he mixes with a lot! 
(5) 

21. Records brought up 
when radio is operat¬ 
ing (5) 


Down 

2. Freight (5) 

3. Defining position in 
series (7) 

4. Figure (6) 

5. Examine accounts 

(5) 

6. Wild fancy (7) 

7. Hindering (11) 

8. Liberal (4-7) 

14. Coach (7) 

16. Trusty (7) 

17. Small amount (6) 
19. Handle (5) 

21. Plaster of Paris (5) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Straight; 5 Drop; 9 Free; 10 Suborder; 11 Divan; 

12 Extract; 13 Undercurrents; 18 Scarcely; 19 Pile; 20 Abridge; 21 
Sweep; 22 Tome; 23 Asterisk. Down: 2 Torsion; 3 Average; 4 House¬ 
builders; 6 Redrawn; 7 Pirates; 8 Mortar; 13 Upstart; 14 Diagram; 15 
Recede; 16 Empower; 17 Tillers. QUICK - Across: 1 Spotless; 5 Maim; 
9 Acts; 10 Palettes; 11 Comic; 12 Defence; 13 Rough and ready; 18 
Solution; 19 Best; 20 Drained; 21 Wagon; 22 Echo; 23 Properly. Down: 
2 Piccolo; 3 Testing; 4 Standing order; 6 Antenna; 7 Mastery; 8 Heifer; 

13 Residue; 14 Unleash; 15 Hating; 16 Embrace; 17 Despoil. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 


mark? /AJ L 

AR B \ 

LAST WEEK’S [ L 1 ( 

SOLUTION: V 

A\ B S 

The letter \ G/|ki 

represented by \ 

the question j 

1 — 1 

mark is R. Bosworth, V 
Flanders, Waterloo, V ■ 
all names of battles. \J 

1 O] 

L_cy 

ALL YOUR PUZZLE 

NEEDS IN ONE 


HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



SUPPLYING TRADE & PUBLIC 

WITH 

• GRANITE • 

• MARBLE • 

• SLATE • 

• TRAVERTINE • 

• QUARTZ • 

FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
BARS & RESTAURANTS 


UK GRANITE.COM 

SOLUTIONS IN STONE 




TEL: 0121 520 1155 EMAIL: INFO@UKGRANITE.COM WWW.UKGRANITE.COM 

VISIT US AT 5IMEX CENTRE DUDLEY PORT ROAD DUDLEY PORT DY4 7RQ 
MANUFACTURERS OF GRANITE WORKTOPS & SUPPLIERS OF NATURAL STONE FLOORING 




NG HOME 


Providing Superior Nursing & Residential Care 24 Hours a Dag 

• Competetive Private Fees 

• Beautiful Gardens * Care Home for the Elderfy 

• Palfiative Care & Disabled Adults 




CARING 


See our video on website 
www.newburymanorhome.co.uk 


• Friendly, fun, relaxed atmosphere 

• Experienced, caring staff 

• Daily interactive activities & 
full social calendar 

• Fresh home cooked food 

• En-suite facilities in all 
bedrooms 


Newbury Lane, Oldbury B69 1HE | Tel: 0121 532 1632 | Fax: 0121 533 0727 


Email: newburymanonr@btconnect.com 


• Respite & intermediate care 


HomeofProperty - 
the key to finding 
your next home 


homeofproperty.co.uk 



Searching for a 
home has never 
been easier 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 
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CRADLEY HEATH, TINSLEY AVENUE 

Modem link detached house set in a cul de sac location. Within walking 
distance to Cradley Heath town centre and train station, this lovely home 
features guest w.c, lounge, fitted dining kitchen, 3 bedrooms, master bedroom 
with en-suite shower room, family bathroom, gas central heating, double 
glazing, front and rear gardens and side garage with driveway. EPC = C 

£650 PCM 


ROWLEY REGIS, ST GILES CLOSE 

Driveway for 3 cars. An unfurnished detached house 
situated in a quiet cul-de-sac comprising of: through 
lounge/dining room, modern fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with jacuzzi bath, 3 bedrooms, gas central heating, double 
glazing, garage and driveway parking, rear garden. EPC = D 

£650 PCM 


HALESOWEN, TANHOUSE LANE 

Ideally located for Colley Lane Primary School, local shops in 
Colley Gate, bus routes to Halesowen, Stourbridge and Merry Hill, 
this lovely semi-detached home features 2 good size bedrooms 
with 2 having fitted wardrobes, modern fitted kitchen, 3 good size 
lounges and conservatory. Well worth viewing. EPC = C 

£600 PCM 



MERRY HILL, MADISON AVENUE 

Flexible accommodation. A spacious unfurnished modern 
townhouse, within walking distance of Merry f"" 
shopping centre, featuring kitchen, downstairs WC, dining 
room/study, lounge, bathroom, 3 bedrooms, master en- 
suite shower room, allocated parking space. EPC = C 

£595 PCM 


HALESOWEN, WROXLEY HOUSE 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This superb luxury ground floor 
apartment offers spacious accommodation including open plan 
lounge/kitchen and diner with balcony, 2 double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, further well appointed bathroom with shower, gas 
central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. EPC = B 

£595 PCM 



HALESOWEN, LINNET CLOSE 

Desirable cul-de-sac location. Situated in a very popular area of the Lodgefield 
Estate with easy access for Halesowen and Cradley Heath, this unfurnished ser' 
detached house features gas central heating, spacious living room, fittf 
breakfast kitchen with appliances, 2 bedrooms with 1 having wardrobes, modern 
bathroom with shower, front & rear gardens and driveway parking. EPC = E. 

£575 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, HALESOWEN ROAD 

3 bed family home. Located on this popular road, with easy access to 
Halesowen, Cradley Heath and local train station is this lovely semi detached 
house which features 2 double bedrooms and a single bedroom, spacious 
e, dining room, fitted kitchen, house bathroom with shower, front and 
s, parking to the rear and on road. Well worth a viewing. EPC = D 

£575 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, BARRS ROAD 

Beautiful living room. An end terraced unfurnished property, 
recently refurbished to a high standard and situated in a 
popular residential area which is ideal for Timbertree Primary 
School. Featuring 3 bedrooms, fitted kitchen with white goods, 
2 reception rooms, off road parking with rear garden. EPC = D 

£595 PCM 




TIPTON, PEARTREE AVENUE 

Cul-de-sac location. This deceptively large 3 bedroom 
terraced house which is undergoing a re-decoration and 
re-carpeted features a spacious lounge, large modern fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, nice side garden, 
driveway parking and in a cul-de-sac location. EPC = C 

£550 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HAGLEY STREET 

Fantastic refurbishment over 2 floors. A fully refurbished 
modern duplex apartment above an electrical shop in the 
very centre of Halesowen, featuring a large open plan living 
area with modern fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, By agreement £40 fixed electric charge. EPC = C 

£550 PCM 




HALESOWEN, FAIRMILE ROAD 

Beautifully furnished. Situated in a popular residential area of Halesowen, 
with easy access to buses to the town, is this modern furnished first floor 
apartment comprising of: 2 bedrooms, excellent natural light in lounge, 
modern fitted kitchen, bathroom with a shower, gas central heating, 
double glazing, garage parking, and communal gardens. EPC = E 

£525 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, DELINGPOLE WALK 

I Located on a popular development, close to 
Old Hill train station and local shops, featuring 
I 2 bedrooms, gas central heating, living room, 
I fitted kitchen, downstairs wc, bathroom with 
| shower, rear garden. EPC = B 

£475 PCM 



HALESOWEN, BLOOMFIELD STREET NORTH 

Extremely well presented and surprisingly large end terrace with off road 
parking. Within walking distance to Halesowen, local bus routes and shops, 
comprises 2 bedrooms, nice lounge, attractive fitted diner/kitchen with 
white goods excluding washing machine, utility room, house bathroom 
with shower, a glorious court yard garden and gated driveway. EPC = E 

£550 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, PRINCE STREET 

Refurbishment almost complete. Ideally located close to Cradley Heath town 
centre for the shops and train station, this unfurnished semi detached house which 
has had a complete re-decoration and new carpets, benefits from gas central 
heating, large lounge, new fitted kitchen, downstairs w.c., four bedrooms, shower 
room, front and very low maintenance rear gardens, driveway parking. EPC = C 

£545 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, PROSPECT GARDENS 

Desirable Oldswinford location. Close to Stourbridge Town 
Centre this newly redecorated, unfurnished mid terraced 
house comprises of 2 bedrooms, fitted dining kitchen, cosy 
lounge, gas central heating, double glazing, bathroom with 
shower, small rear garden, parking space to front. EPC=D 

£525 PCM 



BRIERLEY HILL, FOXDALE DRIVE 

Freshly redecorated and within 5 minutes drive of Brierley Hill town centre 
and few minutes more from Merry Hill shopping centre, we have this 
unfurnished end terraced house, comprising of: 1 double bedroom and 1 
single bedroom, 1 with fitted wardrobes, house bathroom with shower, 
nice sized lounge, fitted kitchen, allocated parking, no garden. EPC = C 

£475 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, CHAPEL STREET 

A three bedroom link detached house within walking 
distance to lye shops, buses and train station, comprising 
of: lounge, kitchen, 3 bedrooms and bathroom, electric 
heating, double glazing, rear garden with patio, blocked 
paved driveway for two cars. Available immediately. EPC = F 

£495 PCM 



DUDLEY, SOUTHGATE WAY 

A stunning and spacious well presented unfurnished third floor 
apartment features 2 double bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen,, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking space. 
Viewing highly recommended. Available immediately. EPC = B 

£450 PCM 


HALESOWEN, MANOR LANE 

furnished flat above shop, briefly 
I comprising of: Gas Central Heating, Living 
Room, Large Fitted Kitchen, Double Bedroom, 
| Shower Room, Secure Parking. EPC rating = C 

£440 PCM 




HALESOWEN, NETHEREND LANE 

Well presented throughout. This unfurnished ground floor I 
apartment is within walking distance to Cradley heath | 
train station, comprising of: modern fitted kitchen, 
lounge/dining room, bathroom with shower, one bedroom | 
with built in wardrobes, en block garage. EPC rating = E 

£380 PCM 


HALESOWEN, APPERLEY WAY 

location. An opportunity to acquire a spacious first floor apartment. Part I 

I furnished to suit tenant, on the ever popular Homer Hill estate, comprises: 1 double 
bedroom with fitted wardrobes, lounge with dining table and chairs/side table/coffee 
table, fitted kitchen with white goods, modern house bathroom with shower, f 
driveway parking, available immediately. Ideal for first time renters. EPC = F 

£375 PCM 



IVHomeofProperty 

connecting people with property ■ i:n*j»npsniaii* w 


Top guide for Dudley, Halesowen, 
Sedgley, Kidderminster, Stourbridge 


Ideal housing 
by woodlands 
to suit families 



The Briars development in Kidderminster has homes priced from around £259,995 



The intimate development has homes available through a part-exchange scheme 


FAMILIES who want to get 
away from it all can make 
their nest at The Briars in Kid¬ 
derminster, where some of 
the homes back on to wood¬ 
land. 

The popular development from Elan 
Homes is ideally located so that resi¬ 
dents are able to enjoy the great out¬ 
doors close to home while also 
benefitting from easy access to the 
town centre and beyond thanks to the 
strong transport links. Plus with local 
schools with good reputations nearby, 
it’s perfect for those with children. 

It’s not just the location that ticks all 
the right boxes for buyers - the homes 
enjoy a high specification that needs to 
be seen to be appreciated. 

But with only a handful of properties 
available, each with four-bedrooms, 
those who want to move to The Briars 
need to act fast to avoid disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Andrew Robertson, senior sales 
manager for Elan Homes in the North, 


says: “Choosing a home in which to 
raise a family can be tricky and people 
may fear they have to compromise on 
style or space to buy a home in the right 
location, but that’s not necessarily the 
case. The Briars is within the catch¬ 
ment area of some fine local schools, 
several of which have been rated as 
‘outstanding’ by Ofsted. 

Comparison 

“The homes are also competitively 
priced from £259,995 in comparison 
with other properties in the area as 
according to Zoopla the average asking 
price for a four-bedroom house in Kid¬ 
derminster is £319,654.” 

If the location, specification and 
value for money wasn’t enough, Elan is 
offering part exchange to help people 
climb the property ladder. 

Designed to help speed up the home 
buying process, part exchange is ideal 
for those who but don’t want to be held 
back from moving because they need to 
sell their current home. 

With part exchange Elan will 
arrange for the customer’s home to be 


valued by two local agents before 
making an offer on that property to 
help facilitate a move. The transaction 
could be complete in as little as 28 days 
with no hidden costs or hold ups. The 
developer will pay for the survey and 
the agent’s fees and customers will 
even be able to stay in their current 
property until the new one is ready. 

Located in Habberley Road, The 
Briars is an intimate development of 
just 13 four-bedroom homes ideally 
placed between the Worcestershire 
countryside and Kidderminster town 
centre. 

Easy access to the ring road and the 
M5 has attracted interest from com¬ 
muters who work in Birmingham but 
want to raise their families away from 
the hustle and bustle. 

To be in with a chance of purchasing 
one of the final homes at The Briars, 
visit the sales office, open Thursday to 
Monday from 10am to 5pm. 

Alternatively, call 0845 250 8679 or 
visit the website www.elan- 
homes.co.uk 
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Halesowen Office 0121 6964053 
Dudley Office 01384 849067 





Estate Agents 


Doin?More... 


The Broadway 


Kenilworth Close 


Wrens Avenue 


Red Lion Close 



Offers Over £200,000 


Detached three bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, modern kitchen, downstairs shower room, 
family bathroom and rear garden. 


Offers Over £180,000 


Detached four bedroom property briefly comprising 
dining room, extended lounge/diner, extended 
kitchen, downstairs shower room and rear garden. 


£170,000 


Detached three bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, kitchen, conservatory, family bathroom, rear 
garden, driveway and garage. 


£150,000 


Detached three bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, conservatory, front and rear gardens. 


MacDonald Close 


Whitehall Drive 


Eagle Close 


Fairfield Road 




Offers Over £ 140,000 


Detached three bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, extended kitchen, conservatory and a integral 
garage. 


Long Lane 


Offers Over £40,000 


One bedroom second floor flat briefly comprising 
entrance hall, kitchen, lounge/diner, bedroom, 
bathroom, communal gardens and parking. 


Cherry Orchard Crescent 


£205,000 


An extended traditional end terrace house with 
accommodation comprising lounge, three bedrooms, 
rear garden and garage. Halesowen 


Gawne Lane 


Offers Over £150,000 


End terrace three storey, three bedroom 
property briefly comprising lounge/diner, 
kitchen and master bedroom with en-suite. 



£195,000 


A three bedroom detached property.To the front are 
electric gates providing access to the driveway which 
leads to the garage. Halesowen 


£185,000 


A three bedroom semi detached property 
comprising lounge, dining room, kitchen, driveway, 
garage and an extensive rear garden. Halesowen 


Offers Over £180,000 


Modern extended detached house with 
accomodation comprising lounge, four bedrooms and 
garage. Halesowen 


Lodgefield Road 


Meres Road 


St. James Avenue 


Halesowen Road 



£180,000 


Three bedroom detached property lounge, kitchen, 
first floor bathroom, double glazing and central 
heating (both where specified). Halesowen 


Offers Over £120,000 


Four bedroom end terrace property which has 
undergone a refurbishment program.The property 
comprises lounge,front and rear gardens. Halesowen 


£90,000 


Modern semi detached property with accommdation 
comprising lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms, drive, 
garage, front and rear gardens. Halesowen 


£80,000 


Traditional mid terraced property with 
accommodation comprising two reception rooms, 
kitchen and three bedrooms. Halesowen 


dixonsc 


Q property wide™** Zoopla^ ® 
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MotorMarfcet 


Scan to view 
all stock! 


www.motor-market.net 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 

01384 411119 


Proud Sponsors 
of 


CHRONICLE MOTORING 

Kia Spoilage shines 
in crossover market 


SOME companies are finding 
the going a bit tough in the 
Crossover market but the 
most recent Sportage is 
proving just how far Korean 
giant Kia has come in the UK. 

Competition in the crossover sector 
is extremely fierce and the Sportage 
has been slowly carving out its own fan 
base and the arrival of the new KX-4 
shows what a practical and smart con¬ 
tender this vehicle really is. 

On sale since July in the UK there’s 
a model to suit most pockets ranging 
from £17,300 to £28,500 and this 
compact SUV comes with a new diesel 
engine and higher standard of kit. 


Four wheel drive is now standard 
and the Sportage KX-4 has a new 
181bhp diesel engine producing 47bhp 
more than the former CRDi model. 

And if you want to be noticed this 
might just be the car for you with 
futuristic styling ensuring you stand 
out in any company 

And while there’s not a great deal of 
equipment inside this Kia’s controls 
are refreshingly uncomplicated. Stan¬ 
dard equipment includes leather 
upholstery, 18-inch alloy wheels, 
privacy glass, satellite-navigation, 
xenon headlights, automatic lights and 
wipers, panoramic sunroof, dual-zone 
climate control, heated front and rear 
seats and a reversing camera. 


I’m not a massive fan of the revers¬ 
ing camera system but the Kia system 
is about as good as it gets. Handling is 
typical for the crossover sector and 
there is nothing to say this Kia is better 
than the opposition. 

I find all crossovers a bit too bouncy 
once you’re off the ‘A’ roads and the 
KX-4 is no exception. 

Seating is comfortable enough in all 
departments and there’s plenty of head 
and leg room while the driver’s seat 
offers lots of adjustment while the 
steering wheel is easily adjusted for 
both reach and rake. 

Isofix 

Sportage comes with a full array of 
safety kit. There are front, side 
and curtain airbags, as well as 
active front head restraints, along 
with Isofix child-seat mountings 
for the outer rear seats. 

Stability control and a hill-start 
system come as standard, too, as 
does a maximum five-star Euro 
NCAP crash-test rating. 

Deadlocks, an alarm, locking 
wheelnuts and a visible VIN help 
to deter thieves. 

The range-topping Sportage 
‘KX-4’ boasts clever technology 
including an engine start/stop 
button with Smart Entry system, 
which means searching for your 
keys is a thing of the past. 

There’s also Parallel Park Assist 
System (PPAS) which steers you 
automatically into a space. 

You need the confidence to 
tackle this but once you have mas¬ 
tered the system it’s a dream. 

Probably the best Kia I have 
driven, this Sportage is right up 
there with the best in class but the 
range topper may be out of the 
reach for some pockets. 



Good looks with the performance to match sums up the Kia Sportage 


WHEEL CHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 



Help Us to Help You, FraSI 

The Route To Meeting Your Mobility Needs f 

The Area’s Leading Specialists in Pre-Owned Wheel Chair Accessible Vehicles 
The Best Prices For Low Mileage, One Owner Wheel Chair Accessible Vehicles 
Every Vehicle Comes with A 12 Month Comprehensive Warranty From The AA 
Every Vehicle Comes With 12 Months MOT 
Every Vehicle Fully Serviced 

The Majority Of Our Vehicles Are One Owner With Full Service History 

If You Claim the Higher Rate Motability You May Use This To Purchase Your Wheel Chair 

Accessible Vehicle Without The Worry Of Credit Checks 

Other Forms Of Specialists Finance Available 

Wheel Chair Accessible Vehicles Wanted, Firm Prices Given And Collection Available 
We Are A Small Friendly Company That Has Been Offering New And Used Vehicles Via 
The Motability Scheme Since 1995 
Prices Starting From £5499 

For More Information Contact Our Motability Specialist Tony Walsh 
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Our prices are melting away!!! 


'Savings ngwj^pjg£2500i 






WAS 

NOW 

SAVE 

AGILA & CORSA 




1111 

AGILA SE 1.21 6V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 10,500 MILES 

£7495 

£7195 

£300 

0959 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.216V3DR STAR SILVER ONLY 4,100 MILES 

£7495 

£6795 

£700 

1059 

CORSA SE 1.416V 3DR SILVER LAKE 16,000 MILES 

£7695 

£6995 

£700 

1010 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 20,000 MILES 

£8195 

£7495 

£700 

1060 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR FLAME RED 15,000 MILES 

£8495 

£7995 

£500 

1111 

CORSA EXCITE 1.416V 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 16,500 MILES A/C & B’TOOTH 

£7995 

£7495 

£500 

1161 

CORSA S 1.216V 5DR SILVER LAKE 29,000 MILES A/C0N 

£7195 

£6695 

£500 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 12,800 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.216V 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 7,000 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.216V 5DR SILVER LAKE 7,000 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 9,000 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR SILVER LAKE 15,000 MILES PARKASSIST & BLUETOOTH 

£9295 

£8995 

£300 

1161 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 4,000 MILES PARKASSIST & BLUETOOTH 

£9695 

£9195 

£500 

12 61 

CORSA SE 1.41 6V 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 13,500 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

12 61 

CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR SILVER LAKE 12,000 MILES 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

12 61 

CORSA SE 1.41 6V 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 13,500 MILES UPGRADE ALLOYS 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 

1212 

CORSA SE 1.216V 5DR SILVER LAKE 8,500 MILES 

£9595 

£8895 

£700 

1212 

CORSA LTD EDITION 1.216V 3DR RED & BLACK 5,300 MILES 

£10495 

£9695 

£800 

1212 

CORSA SRi 1.416V 3DR CHOICE OF COLOURS FROM 11,000 MILES 

FROM 

£9695 


1212 

CORSA SRi 1.416V 5DR SILVER LAKE 8,000 MILES 


£9695 


ASTRA 




0909 

ASTRA ACTIVE PLUS 1.616V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 43,000 MILES 

£6495 

£5995 

£500 

0909 

ASTRA BREEZE 1.616V 5DR SILVER LAKE ONLY 12,000 MILES 

£7495 

£6795 

£700 

0959 

ASTRA DESIGN 1.616V 5DR PANACOTTA SILVER 39,000 MILES 

£6995 

£6495 

£500 

1010 

ASTRA DESIGN 1 .8 16V TWIN TOP PANACOTTA SILVER ONLY 11,500 MILES 


£8295 


1010 

NEW ASTRA SRi 1.616V WTi 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 32,500 MILES 

£9695 

£8995 

£700 

1010 

NEW ASTRA SE 1.616V WTi 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 30,500 MILES 

£9995 

£8995 

£1000 

1160 

NEW ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.7CDTi SPORTS TOURER SILVER LAKE 43,000 MILES 

£9995 

£9395 

£600 

1111 

NEW ASTRA SE 1 .7CDTi 125ps SPORTS TOURER SOVEREIGN SILVER 40,500 MILES 

£10995 

£10295 

£700 

1111 

NEW ASTRA SRi 1 .7CDTi 125ps SPORTS TOURER SOVEREIGN SILVER 34,500 MILES 

£11695 

£10695 

£1000 


MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

07 57 MERIVA ENERGY 1.3CDTi ULTRA BLUE 31,000 MILES 
09 59 MERIVA CLUB 1.616V 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 41,000 MILES 

09 59 MERIVA DESIGN 1.616V 5DR AIR BLUE 31,000 MILES 
1010 MERIVA DESIGN 1.616V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 44,000 MILES 

10 60 NEW MERIVA SE 1.416V lOOps SILVER LAKE 42,000 MILES 

11 60 NEW MERIVA EXCLUSIV1.7CDTI 130ps TECHNICAL GREY 36,000 MILES 

11 60 ZAFIRA ELITE 1.7CDTi IIOps SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,000 MILES FULL LEATHER 
1111 ZAFIRA SRi 1.816V XP SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,000 MILES BODY KIT & 18” ALLOYS 
1111 ZAFIRA SRi 1.7CDTi 125ps SOVEREIGN SILVER 27,000 MILES 
1111 ZAFIRA ELITE 1.7CDTi 125ps BLACK SAPPHIRE 16,000 MILES SAT NAV PARKASSIST 

11 61 ZAFIRA ELITE 1.7CDTi 125ps BLACK SAPPHIRE 10,000 MILES PARKASSIST 

INSIGNIA & AMPERA 

09 09 INSIGNIA EXCLUSIV 2.0CDTi 160ps AUTO SILVER LAKE 13,000 MILES 

1111 INSIGNIA SRi 2.0CDTi 160ps 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 17,500 MILES 

1212 INSIGNIA EXCLUSIV 2.0CDTi 130ps 5DR PANACOTTA SILVER 8,500 MILES OUR DEMO 

1212 INSIGNIA SRi NAV 2.0CDTi 160ps 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 12,500 MILES 

1212 AMPERA ELECTRON AUTO 5DR ELECTRIC/1.4150ps WHITE FANTASTIC ECONOMY 12,000 MILES 

OTHER MAKES 

05 05 CORSA BREEZE 1.216V 3DR EASYTRONIC BLACK SAPPHIRE 31,000 MILES 

06 06 TIGRA SPORT 1.416V METRO BLUE 43,500 MILES 

09 09 CITROEN C4 EXCLUSIVE 2.0HDi 5DR 45,000 MILES 

09 59 RENAULT MEGANE COUPE DYNAMIQUE 1.616V IIOps CAYENNE ORANGE 

09 59 BMW 123d M SPORT 3DR SILVER 13,500 MILES 

11 60 SEAT IBIZA 1.416V SPORT 3DR WHITE 20,000 MILES 

1010 MINI ONE 1.6 BLACK METALLIC 19,000 MILES 

1010 CHEVROLET SPARK PLUS 1.0 5DR SILVER 26,000 MILES 

MOTORHOMES 

02 02 FIAT MC LOUIS 2.0TD LAGAN 410 WHITE ONLY 30,500 MILES 
07 07 FIAT BESSACARR E560 2.3TD WHITE ONLY 9,000 MILES USUAL FEATURES 
08 08 FIAT ACE AIRSTREAM 680FB WHITE ONLY 9,300 MILES USUAL FEATURES 
08 08 FIAT RAPIDO RANDONNEUR 2.3TD WHITE 19,000 MILES USUAL FEATURES 


TELEPHONE: 01384 288333 www.twa 


WAS 

NOW 

SAVE 

£5995 

£5495 

£500 

£5495 

£4995 

£500 


£5695 


£6995 

£6495 

£500 

£8995 

£8295 

£700 

£8995 

£8495 

£500 


£10495 


£10995 

£10495 

£500 

£11995 

£11295 

£700 

£13995 

£12495 

£1500 

£13995 

£13295 

£700 

£9995 

£9295 

£700 

£11995 

£11695 

£300 

£13995 

£13495 

£500 

£14995 

£14295 

£700 

£31495 

£28995 

£2500 

£3995 

£3695 

£300 

£5695 

£4995 

£700 

£7695 

£7495 

£200 

£8495 

£7695 

£800 

£14495 

£13995 

£500 

£8195 

£7995 

£200 

£9495 

£8995 

£500 

£4995 

£4495 

£500 

£15495 

£14995 

£500 

£33995 

£32995 

£1000 

£34995 

£32995 

£2000 

£35995 

£33995 

£2000 

/r^« 

I 


ft# 

/ 



SPARK 1.0+ 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 

-Oft PER MONTH 
L 5J £2,035 DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £7,975 


■ Electric Windows 

■ 119g/km - only £30 per year road tax 

■ 5-door practicality 

■ Central locking 

■ Fuel efficient: up to 55.4mpg 

■ CD-Radio with Aux input 

■ MP3 & USB connectivity 



AVE01.2 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR THAT’S FUN TO DRIVE 
PER MONTH 

t I O 9 £1 - 995 DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £10,295 


■ 5* NCAP 

■£30 a year road tax 

■ Air conditioning 

■ Start/Stop technology 

■ Electric Windows 

■ Cruise control 


Picture for illustration purposes only 



Picture for illustration purposes only 


HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road West Midlands B63 3NH 

" 0121 462 2914 

CHEVROLET www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 


Spark1.0+ and Aveo 1.2 LS shown feature metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. Offer available until March 31st 2013. *0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer (UK) pic, RH11SR. Offers available 
at participating Dealers only and not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 5 years or 100,000 miles, whichever 
occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with 
a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations and at participating Dealers only. Prices 
correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/10Okm) and C0 2 emissions (g/ 
km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) CO emissions 119g/ 
km. Chevrolet Aveo Range: Urban 34.0 (8.3) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban 55.3 (5.1) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 44.8 (6.3) 
- 78.4 (3.6), C0 2 emissions 147 - 95g/km. 
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Local Tradesmen 



AERIALS 


CARPENTRY 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 


PAUL LAPPIN AERIALS 

HALESOWEN - Mob: 07864 590543 

0121 445 1382 


FREE QUOTES 
OAP DISCOUNT 
SAME DAY 
SERVICE 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


3 for 2 on selected blinds 

Fittings available in January, 2013 


r 1 



SM CARPENTRY & BUILDING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^s. 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices ^- 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 


DECORATING 


shteu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 




Blinds 


■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
designs and materials FREE 

Guarantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

■ Call 0121 624 2053 

L a www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


r 


GLOBAL BLINDS 

VERTICAL. ROLLER AND VENETIAN 


6 Verticals FOR ONLY £199 


T W Di 


i tang 


irvici 


Painting and Decorating, 
and General Maintenance 
Professional ant! Reliable 


We cover all aspects 
of internal & external 
decoration. 

SxfcvUettced team aj 20+ cyeane 

O.A.P DISCOUNTS 


Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 

"We will 
beat any 
like for 
like 
quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 


Call 

01902 500204 
or 07966 502518 
www.blinds4less.co.uk 




LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


S. K. Smith 
Building Services 

THE COMPLETE 
BUILDING SERVICE 

Any job - any size! 

Extensions, Brickwork, Patios, 
Fencing, Roofing, Plastering, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

For a Free No 
Obligation 
Quotation call 

0121 5857206 

Visit us at 
sksmithbuildingservices.co.uk 


2 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

0.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 20671 3 / 
Q1 21 550 5784 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: M — 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk M2 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

s Call Dan on: 

EBB = 01384 263357 
BBS or 07866 886364 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


r.HW.. 


ELECTRICIANS 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House / 

Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the 
home, garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Emergency call outs-7 days a week 

• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 


www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


I! 


email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

Office: 0121602 8088 • 07967 650 567 


Electrical 

” Kingswinford Limited 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years Experience 


+-- +- 01384 278471 


FENCING 


L-E&TFencing 

AN types of quality 
fencing supplied 
R & erected 

Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01394 242891 or 07970 300586 


Bow's 
U niversal 
D omestic 
I nstalls 


COOKER 

INSTALLS 



Gas, Electric and LPG 

Built-in Ovens and Hobs f|| COO Tilt 17Q 
Range Cookers and Hobs U I uOt #411/0 

Washers, Dishwashers, 07973534527 

Televisions, Wallmounts 1)7(100 7001101 Has Sate 
also installed U/uu£/£uUDI Register506334 

www.bowsuniversaldomesticinstalls.com 


GARAGE DOORS 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of dooii 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs! 

For a free survey zmd 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


GARDENING 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


• Tree Surgeon Specialist 

• Stump Grinding/Root Removal 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped 

• Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes J 

• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting 

• Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a 
No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age Concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Sii-SJ 




poverty 


m 



€ »7'TiH 4 fimn L'i^cn 11 ^ i W 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Tiling 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

• Laminate Flooring • Plastering 

• Decking • Fencing 
• Brickwork & Alterations 
• Extensions 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

For a FREE no obligation 
quote call Wayne on 

T: 01384 572628 
M: 07973 855569 



Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 
supplied &fitted / 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling ‘Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 


0121 505 3334 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,1 I potential customers 



Call us on... 

01384353227 




E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 




Post to... T 

Ryan Cooper; Halesowen Chronicle / Black Lake , 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB ^ 
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Local Tradesmen 



KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


PLASTERING 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


ROOFING 


MarkWedgbury 

FITTED KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND BEDROOMS 
Made to measure 


li) 



IL 


FREE QUOTATION • NO OBLIGATION 

07973 766215 01384 620509 

mrk_wedgbury@yahoo .co.uk 

Fit pre-purchased - Est Since 1990 


MOTORING 


MOT 


with this advert 

E RE-TEST 


Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


E3 


Spares & Repairs 

Unit 9 Powke Lane Ind Est 
Powke Lane Rowley Regis 

Competitive Rates on 
All Repair Work & MOT 
Failures 

Comprehensive Range 
Ford Spares 
Air bags Engines Alley 
Wheels etc 

asm T: 0121 559 7625 r=] 
Ufcl M: 07785 724167 ™ 




KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


HANDYMAN 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


-' ■ I J I' Li, j ; I ! 

AN types of plastering wort 
=- uniter taken ~ 
OVER 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 


Cl PLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex and Artex 
Removed 

Insurance work undertaken 
Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


m 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


Knight Gas 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


mu 

J ARTEX MAN l 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

* FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley + 

: (01902)675144/ * 

* 07890 655189 * 


OH PLASTERERS 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


i 


skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Q3J 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 



PLUMBING & HEATING 


Gas Heating Services 


Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 

Central Heating • Gas Fitting ^ 

Plumbing 

Gas Appliance Servicing 
Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 
Specialists in Combination Boilers 
Fully Trained Engineers 

Family Run Business FREE 

driiams quotes 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 Mobile:07584 070 475 
www.gas-heating-services.net 


OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ^ E st^ 
Supply and fit or fit only ^£94^ 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-601 6767 

^^LMcww.household-plumbing.co.uk^^ 




CEE* 


^FORCESTER 

Accredited 

Installer 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
24 years experience - ex British Gas 
Glow Worm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 



Fascias • Sof its * Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 




PAVING 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 

CONTRACT '^"DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

a Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
\or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmJ 



Slating Tiling New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Gating Ridges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES'FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 


@0121 4201582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


ROOFING 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


Home: 01384 892963 
Mobile: 07584 081228 




R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


All Size Skips 
All Areas 
Best Prices 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 
Scrap Cars removed for FREE 
For more details call: 

T: 07920 885774 
01384 482542 






Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Shed shop 


All size sheds 

Playhouses, Summer houses etc 
Fitted, delivered and Erected 

All at competitive prices 
Call now on 07920 885774 or 
01384 482542 


roofing Cont»*actoi»* 

Gutters Cleared £15.00 
Roofing Repairs £15.00 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Felt Roof, Tiling, Slating 
PVC Fascias, Gutters 
Fibreglass Flat Roofing - 
20 Years Guarantee 

Telephone: 0 1384 345209 
07773 001859 anytime 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories! 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 Or 07890 894631 


y > 

i. M e r 
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_ ft ft ^P ft ft There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

ClQSSITIGCl 01902 317878 


www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


ONLIN E/? PREE ADVERTS) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

v^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u m 

a a m 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 



(Conditions apply) 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 



personal 




* % 

FUTURE STARS 
FOOTBALL COACHING 

Stay and play community 
project includes free taster 
session starting Saturdays 
from February 2, 9.30 to 10.30 
reception and year 1, 10.45 to 
11.45 year 2 & 3, 

Wobaston Road, WV9 5HQ, 
£3.50 per session. 


collectables & 
memorabilia 


LARGE COLLECTION OF 
DOCTOR WHO 
MEMORABILIA 


Originally cost over £20,000. 
Open to serious offers. 

All proceeds to 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
For E-mail listings with many 
extras not on listing. 
Phone Janet on 07817 657474. 


MUST BE SEEN 


education & tuition 


For more info Call 
07760 663737. 


www.futurestarsfootball- 

coaching.co.uk 

HOLIDAY for senior citizens, 

Eastbourne, September 1-8. 
Four places remaining. 

01902 762500. 


© 


YOUNG BUCKS FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 


Fun Football Coaching 
Sessions for children aged 
18months - 5 years on 
Saturday mornings at 
Aldersley High School. 

FA Qualified, 1st Aid 
Qualified and CRB checked 
Coaches 


For more information call 
Chris on 07746 781500 or 
01902 741189. 


c.buckard@youngbucks 

football.co.uk 



aerials 


HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


elderly & disabled 


ACORN STAIRLIFT, suitable for 
straight staircase, 14 months old, 
£500. Buyer to collect. 

Telephone 01902 783435. 

INVACARE COMET Scooter, 4- 
8mph, very good condition £400 
ono. Call 01543 876481. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01902 569216/ 07831 246292 

RISER RECLINER electric chair, 
2 seater and single chair, by Sher- 
bourne, 6 months old, £500. o.n.o. 
01902 324985. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 273617 


furniture 


BRUSSELS 3 and 2 seater sofas, 
drawers under, wood frame, 
leather, antelope colour, cost 
£2,790, sell £1,200. 01902 724912. 

CREAM LEATHER 3 piece suite, 
settee and 2 chairs, good condi¬ 
tion, £150 ono. 01384 375092. 



A A DIGITAL 

JhhaeriausI 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

SAME DAY SERVICE 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 
01543 439095 
O 1022K1S O29 
07833 738857 


DINING TABLE 

Morris of Glasgow, mahogany, 
oval, 6 chairs, extends to 
8, also display cabinet, 75ins(h) 
x 59ins(w), very good 
condition. 

£275. 

Telephone 01902 418715. 

ELECTRIC recliner chair x 2 as 
new, dark brown leather, 8 
months old, from DFS, £800 ono. 
01543 503650 or 07582 866031. 
LEATHER 3-piece suite, choco¬ 
late brown, totally unused, cost 
£1,300, genuine sale, can deliver. 
£390. 07586 533796 
THREE piece suite 3 seater settee, 
2 chairs, green/cream, excellent 



THREE PIECE SUITE, two seater 
and two chairs, light / beige, 
reversible, £250. 

01902 334891. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 


L.K.B Aerials 


• OAR Discount • Free Quotes 

• 2 Year Guarantee 


8 till Late - 7 days a week 
www.digitalaerialfitter.co.uk | 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted 
01384 918671-07572 838893 




household appliances 


PUT ft PRESENT 



DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD 


New Graded & Re-Furbished Appli 
Sales & Repairs 
Local Delivery Available^^ 


24-26 Church Street 
Bilston, Near Wolverhampton 
WV14 0AH 

Tel/Fax: 01902 403770 


BELLING INTEGRATED 
DOUBLE GAS OVEN 

12 months old. 

As new condition. 

Can be seen working, 
Half price, £275 ono. 
01902 863388 / 07736 631519 


kitchens & 
bathrooms 

BIRMINGHAM Kitchens Sale 

8 units: £595. 18mm Fully Assem¬ 
bled. Soft close as standard. All 
quotes beaten.Call 0121 259 0426. 


SMALL TUMBLE DRYER, good 
working order, possible delivery, 
£30. 01902 569139. 


music shop 


items for sale 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 


LOOKING FOR STOCK OR JUST 
A MID WEEK MOOCH? Visit us 
at The Reclamation Centre, Two 
Woods Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 
1TA. Indoor and next to Merryhill 
Shopping Centre. Open Mon-Sat. 
Find us on Facebook! 


WANTED HORNBY train sets, 
locos, coaches and trucks. Good 
condition. Cash paid. Will collect. 
01562 829537. 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 



ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS WANTED 
ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam. 

Also, Diecast, Dinky, Corgi, 
Spot On. 

Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121602 2569 or 07891 713547 


PIANO, Barrat and Robinson, 
walnut finish, excellent condi¬ 
tion, buyer to collect, £350. 
Telephone 01902 789955. 


removals 



REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Single Items to Full Removals. 

01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 
6060. 


All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Relaible service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


specialists at your 
service 



New stores opening 
in your area 
See website for details 



TRAILER WANTED. Erde/ 
Daxara or similar, any galva¬ 
nized, up to 7x4. 07752 805267. 


URGENTLY REQUIRED. DVDs, 
CDs and Blu-rays, good prices 
paid, can collect. Please call 
07889 467889 or 01905 20821. 


alarms/security 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing repairs 


regTTfie] 

\f030im 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

[01902 H889I5I 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gas fitting 



guttering 

A* GUTTERING: Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning. Conserva¬ 
tories, Drives etc: 07969 117656. 

plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All 
things roofing, flat roofs/fascias 
and guttering, 38 yrs experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


tv/home 

entertainments 


service 



commercial 

premises 

BLACK HEATH - 4000 & 2000 Sqft 
Secure industrial Units. £150 / 
£120 per week ex. 07787 831407 


CHEAP SMALL 
INDUSTRIAL UNITS 

for rent in Brierley Hill 
suitable for storage 
from £20 + VAT p/w 

Call Ronnie 07966 468 861 


public & legal 
notices 

ERNEST DAVID 
BASTERFIELD (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 111 
Fallowfield Road Halesowen West 
Midlands B63 1 BY, who died on 
31/12/2012, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 12/04/2013, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

PEARSON ROWE SOLICITORS 

56 St Paul’s Square 

Birmingham B3 IQS T369698 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



car boot sales 


BEST SATURDAY B00TSALE 

10am, A454 Hilton, between 
Wolverhampton & Bridgnorth. 
10am, A454 Hilton, between 
Wolverhampton & Bridgnorth. 

SATURDAY & WEDNESDAY B00TSALE 

10am Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield. 

SUPER EVERY SUNDAY B00TSALE 

10am Cocksparrow Lane, 
Huntington, Cannock. 

Details: 07890 267041. 
www.bestbootsales.com 


caravans / 
motorhomes 


COMPASS AVANTGARDE 300 5 

berth motorhome, Peugeot boxer, 
2.0 HDi, 03 plate, 18,000 miles, 
£18,450. 01384 833558. 


equestrian corner 


BEST QUALITY hay for sale, £4.50 
collected, £5 delivered. Please 
call 07835 743571. 


guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


in your garden 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


employment 

wanted 

ACTIVE PENSIONER SEEKS 

employment. Part time van 
driving, clean license. 01902 
332968. 07842 431058 
CARPENTER requires full time 
work, over 25 years experience. 
Property maintenance, kitchens, 
second fix, etc. 07761 501701. 
HGV 2 HIAB / grab / tipper driver. 
22 years experience. Clean 
licence, seeks employment or 
casual. Steve 07935 443358. 


LOOK 

LADY, 59 YEARS OLD 


ADORABLE rag doll kittens, red 
point boy £200, blue point girl 
£300, house pets, loyal, genuine 
companions, dog like in nature. 

Telephone 07436 002565. 

CAVICHON PUPPIES Bichon 
cross Cavaliers, first vacc, health 
checked, £350. 07972 604503. 

CHIHUAHUA CROSSES very 
small, minute, first vaccs, £250, 
07972 604503. 

GERMAN SHEPHERD quality 
pedigree bitch pups, black and 
tan, KC applied. 07779 742080. 

GOLDEN RETRIEVER cross 
Border Collie pups, Mother reg¬ 
istered Border Collie, Father KC 
Reg Golden Retriever, Parents 
fantastic temperaments, calm 
and can be seen. Puppies resem¬ 
ble Retriever, reared in loving, 
Family home, wormed every 2 
weeks, used to home activities, 3 
blue merles, 6 black and whites, 
born December 20, 2012, ready 
February 14. 01630 661740. 

GOLDEN RETRIEVER pups, KC 
reg, vaccinated, vet health 
checked, £600. 01952 850318. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 

TOME FOR’Jess’ Rescue Staffie x, 
12 months, bitch, brindle, vac’s, 
chipped, spayed, lovely nature, 
homes vetted. 07791 616591. 

PEDIGREE Chihuahua Puppies, 1 
boy, 1 girl. 

Telephone 07952 926466. 

SHIH TZUS good colours, boys and 
girls, first vacc. health checked, 
£350. 07972 604503. 

SHIH-TZU PUPPY 10 week old 
girl, genuine reason for sale, 
£350. No offers. 07544 543250. 

STAFFIE, female, 6 months old, 
black and tan, good with children 
and other dogs, £100 no offers 

Telephone 07765 584684. 

TWO TERRAPINS, tank, 4ft x 2ft x 
18 in, filter, heater and unit 
included, £160. 01902 561779. 

YORKIE CROSS CHIHUAHUA 
DOG one only, 8 weeks old. £160. 
07960 615172. 



Is seeking full time 
employment in the Retail 
Industry as a Sales Assistant. 
Ideally in Wolverhampton, Wil- 
lenhall and surrounding 
area’s. 

Please call Linda on 
07970 691287. Anytime. 



accommodation to 
let 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


A ONE BED fully furnished flat, 
middle age/single person, £95pw, 
off Stafford Road. 01902 238770. 

CASTLECROFT 1 bed flat, clean, 
refurbished, CH, DG, £100pw. 
01902 340073 or 07770 660636. 

DUDLEY. Fhrnished bed sitting 
room, own kitchen/bath, £65pw 
+c/tax, no DSS. 07512 038976. 

ONE BED FLAT Eastfield, £395. 
Two bed flat, Wednesfield, £450. 
Bedsits, Bilston, £85pw bills inc. 
Please call 07775 801766. 

TWO BED FLAT unfurnished,1st 
floor, north of Halesowen. 
£375pcm excl. 0121 422 3311. 

VERY NICE house with garage, 
Dudley area, £550pcm or seper- 
ate rooms £70pw. 07851 608515. 

W-TON 2 bed house, unfurnished, 
GCH, carpets, off road parking, 
close to shops, buses, schools, 
suit workers with deposit/refs, 
£475pcm. Call 07944 472948. 


properties wanted 


Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer. Up to 
100% of market value ! Call Sue 
on 0121 285 0317. 

PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 
6410 



CENTRAL 
TRANSPORT 
TRAINING 

HW.PCI.AU UCCHCf CATEMMI 
:*c mo um csuiu* 
uununnmciimt 


0800 9T5 7121 

pr»*t» ft< :»fc 

:H VNU POM Uk INfctMUCfC 





























































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

clissified 


Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^■Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 



houses for sale 



MANOR FARM, SWINDON 


Farmhouse and Stables 
with full planning permission 
for the development of 3 apart¬ 
ments and 4 cottages in desir¬ 
able village location. Viewings 
and particulars 

available on request. 

www.nextphase 

development.co.uk. 

Offers invited in excess of 
£550,000. 

01543 478787. 

mobile homes 




MOBILE HOME 

One bed, Coven Heath. Fitted 
kitchen, fitted wardrobes, 
immaculately decorated.Own 
drive, private garden, over 
50’s, no dogs. Must see. 
£50,000 ono 

07955 614242 / 01902 791233. 


MOBILE HOME 

One bed, Coven Heath. Fitted 
kitchen, fitted wardrobes, 
immaculately decorated.Own 
drive, private garden, over 
50’s, no dogs. Must see. 
£50,000 ono 

07955 614242 / 01902 791233. 


overseas property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

mobile mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 

cars over £1500 


BMW 323i silver, W, 2000 reg, two 
owners from new, 130k miles, 
alloys, sunroof, leather interior, 
£1,595. 07521 411373. 


EXCELLENT CONDITION 


FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 
DYNAMIC 1.2 

3 door, 56 plate, 44,000 miles, 
metallic grey, abs, electric 
windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, pas, tax, alloys, 
stereo, CD, petrol, 
serviced, new tyres, well 
looked after car. 

£3,100 ono. 

07768 340929. 



MINI COOPER SJCW 


03 reg., 86,000, Sat Nav, half 
leather, alloys, FSH, tax, MoT 
July. 


01562 740422. 


NISSAN NOTE 

1.4 Acenta R, 07 (57), 38,000 
miles, FSH, HPI clear, MoT 
November, remote CL, EW, 
bluetooth radio, AC, alloys, 
privacy glass, very good 
condition, £3,995. 
Kidderminster 07971 561112. 



RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 

Fantastic family car with low, 
low mileage 39,000 miles, 2006, 
blue, electric windows, airbag, 
air con, FSH, MoT, central 
locking, 8 months tax, stereo, 
CD, petrol, abs, recently serv¬ 
iced, 2 new tyres, cambelt 
replaced, non 

smoker, no pets. 

Reduced price, £3,199 ono. 

07922176792. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 Club 

Twinport, 05, full MoT, tax, 1 
owner, 99k, service history, 
silver, new shape, immaculate, 

£2,650 ono. 07846 498946 - 0121 
4225503. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.8VVT 

Twin top (Design) 2007, 62,000 
miles, black sapphire, abs, e/w, 
airbag, e/m, a/c, fsh, alarm, long 
MoT, metallic paint, c/1, pas, 
tax, alloys, stereo, CD, spots, 
ietrol, keyless entry, auto 
auto wipers, 1 h leather 


petrol. 

lights, 


start/stop button. 

£4,995. 07590 197291. 


VAUXHALLCORSA 
CLUB 1.4 

Auto, 2009, 18,000 miles, tax 
May 2013, MoT Nov 2013, 
aircon, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, 

£5,095 ono. 

01902 865389. 


VAUXHALLCORSA 
CLUB 1.4 

Auto, 2009, 18,000 miles, tax 
May 2013, MoT Nov 2013, 
air con, electric windows, 
electric mirrors. 

£5,295 ono. 

01902 r“-~~ 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 2008, diesel, 
hatchback, blue, 1.3, 5dr, 43,305 
miles, full service history, MoT 
and tax, £5,295 ono. 

07809 412650. 


classic cars 




SAAB 900SE, 1993, abs, auto, 
sunroof, alloys, petrol, MoT 
March, £395 ono. 01743 793822. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


BMA Established 25 years 
Wide range of vehicles 
£700-£1500. 

FU11 Mot / Warranties 
Major Credit cards 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 
01902 490555 
Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


FIAT PUNTO Hatchback, 03, 60k, 
warranted, tax, MoT, lovely con¬ 
dition, £950. 01384 440258 - 07882 
413544 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC Estate, 
1796cc, 1999, 80,000 miles, MoT, 
new battery, £595 ono. 

01902 866280. 

FORD KA, 2001, 62K, tax, MoT, 
colour coded, £750. 

07778 294979. 

FORD KA COLLECTION, 2002, 
colour coded bumpers, 6 months 
MoT, good condition, £750 ono. 
07747 159364 

NISSAN MICRA 1000S, 2001, 3 
door, tax, MoT, 84,000 miles, fsh, 
good 1st car or run about, £395 
ono. 07745 444291. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 LX. 2000, 3 door, 
new MoT, 6 months tax, 105k, 
good condition. £750. 07958 
768030. 

ROVER 45, 03 reg, auto, MoT May, 
tax March, 59k, all electric, £650 
ono. 07931 319651. 

ROVER 75 Connoisseur, 03, auto 
diesel Estate, 11 months MoT, tax 
August, 110k, very good condi¬ 
tion, £1,400. 07913 671164 

VAUXHALL ASTRA EST 1.6. 
Auto, 52 reg., 84k, Tax/ MoT. £895. 
Genuine calls only. 07730 899325 


VAUXHALLCORSA 

Elegance, 2001, 5-dr, blue 
metallic, only 30k, aircon, fsh, 
electrics, two owners, recent 
cambelt, tyres front pads, 
MoT May, tax October, 
£1,350 ono 

01902 620591.07989 850121. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA SXi, 1.8, 
2003, tax till May, MoT till April, 
FSH, very good condition, £1,250. 

01384 830793. 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF CL diesel, 
1900, 10 months MoT, drives 
perfect, alloys, CD player, 
bargain, £575. 01902 789624. 

commercial 

vehicles 

CITROEN BERLINO Diesel Van, 
2002, long MoT and tax, very 
clean and tidy, £850. 

07879 733558 

RENAULT KANGOO 1.9 diesel, Y 
reg, fully boarded, has engine 
problem, doesn’t start, £350 ono 
spares/repairs. 07944 432032. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA diesel van, 
2001, 11 months MoT and tax, all 
good, drives nice, £795. 

07966 500252. 


motorbikes 


YAMAHA YBR125, 2006, 12 
months MoT, very good condition, 
serviced, 14k miles, new tyres, 
£1,095. 07776 231300. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 
Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


FANTASTIC OFFERS 1st four 
lessons from £6.50 each. From £14 
therafter. Call: 01384 886108. 


scrap vehicles 


TOP PBICE PAID FOB SCRAP CARS 

NO WHEELS? NO KEYS? 

NO PROBLEM! 

24hr collection, 7 days, any area 

07500 042351 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 MPI 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 ) D aytime 
0121 525 5813J y 
01902 659775 - evenings 

vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 


119.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

^ nights Free if you do not sell! 

^0^* Includes 1 week online and your local Chronicles 



classified 


There's nothing like if for 
buying and selling 
01902 317878 
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LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS 


Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you 
will see the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for 
Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper 
package or choose your price band for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre 
Weekend package. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


J 


For a theatre brochure please call 
(01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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TYLaJktia, 

Friendsiy 



PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 

REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 



FEMALE looking for some much 
needed tic with similar laidback male. 
Likes nights in/out, socialising, romance 
etc. 



To view these members 
and others go to: http:// j 
<J j t i ng. c xpr cssandstarcomj 


CARING loving, loyal male, seeks 
younger female for friendship, fun and 
■ maybe more. 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. Or call 0906 
635 0510. 

(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 



LIZ 42, black, divorced, seeking male, 
44-54 for kind, sincere, honest, open 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400949 g 

JANINE petite cute female who loves 
meals in/out, romantic strolls, WLTM 
interesting appreciative, independent 
man for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400803 

JULIE 30's female looking for some 
much needed tic with similar laidback 
male. Likes nights in/out, socialising, 
romance etc, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400487 

62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals 
out, dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394106 g 

KATHY 38yrs, knows what she wants 
out of life, wltm similar genuine male to 
wine/dine enjoy travel, share ambitions 
and hopefully fall in love with. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400793 

CHANTELLE 40yr old slim sensual 
confident female who loves to party, 
seeking older male for fun dates 
without complications. Any age/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400465 

JACKIE lonely discreet 30's female 
with many interests, WLTM kind 
professional male to share nice times 
with. Status/age/looking unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400451 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 

CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, 
curves in all the right places, nice 
personality, good company, looking for 
caring fun man for fun times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400263 

CLARE 37 attractive slim with long 
dark hair and big brown eyes, WLTM 
genuine male who is honest, sincere 
and won’t waste my time or break my 
heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400199 

TRACY 26, pretty petite brunette, 
possibly looking for LTR but definitely 
looking for fun times with outgoing guy. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397027 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy hour 
glass, loves to be tactile, OHAC, 
WLTM caring male for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399047 g 

PAULA 37, WLTM male companion for 
meals out, social drinking, weekends 
away, hopefully leading to a 
meaningful friendship with benefits! 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:398503 

MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life 
with similar romantic, caring guy. 
Single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398349 


CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 

50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3968371 

NATASHA single professional 39yr old 
brunette looking for fun and friendship 
with genuine guy, 30-50yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395719 

TRISH tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves tic, WLTM male 
who also likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 3975791 

CARING lady, 52, brown hair/eyes, 
seeks male, 30-60 for socialising, 
meals out, cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 3928831 

LOVING caring young 68yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim-medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well dressed guy 
with GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399923 g 

ANGELA green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind 
gentleman for good times and more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed brunette, 
sporty, well maintained 25yr old uni 
student looking for older male for 
discreet dates. Status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, 
GSOH, N/S, loves the simple things in 
life looking for similar soul mate to be 
happy together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single mum 
looking to find love so thought I would 
give this a go, please don’t make me 
regret it, someone call me pis. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 3961271 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you hear? 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat in/out, 
share a nice flirty glass of large wine or 
two with good company and am eager 
to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single mum 
looking for adult companionship and 
strictly no strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, outgoing, 
discreet, looking for fun times only with 
male over 40yrs, call to find out more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398759 

HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed beauty. Call 
me if you have a happy outlook and 
are seeking some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate evenings in 
with great food and conversations. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397485 g 

CAROLINE 42yrs, slim attractive 
blonde. Varied interests and solvent. 
WLTM honest male of any age. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395675 


MARIA French female looking for 
mutually convenient companionship, 
very friendly, very discreet and very 
interested in meeting with you! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397451 g 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed black 
female, very tactile, seeks mature 
honest white male for loving fun times. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, single, 
very lonely and looking for love, fun 
and male companionship, pis get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 

HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in and fun- 
loving relationship. Any age/looks/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397489 g 

TINA young attractive 27yr old single 
female looking for older friendly loving 
male for adult fun and good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, 
likes music, travel, animals, cosy 
nights in front of a log fire, looking for 
affectionate male for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

MICHELLE attractive 30's female, 
blonde, leggy and very much single, 
seeking quality company, hopefully 
more with nice romantic male. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at heart, 
honest, caring, likes outdoors, cinema, 
theatre, meals out, seeks likeminded 
male/soul mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 357919 

VICKY honest caring female 33yrs, 
GSOH, loves meals in/out, travel, 
cinema, WLTM someone to enjoy nice 
things in life with and romance. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 383911 

DENISE tall leggy good looking single 
mum, easygoing, enjoys nights in/out, 
animals, WLTM tall male for fun times 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 391873 

JENNY blue eyed cuddly independent 
female, loves countryside, animals, 
cooking, WLTM older male to spoil and 
look after. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 378481 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 323543 g 

FUN loving lady, outgoing, honest, 
caring, likes socialising, seeks older 
male, 50-70. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 383325 g 

SHAPELY attractive, light skinned 
black female, 39, seeks attractive, fit, 
male, 30's, builder type, tanned, 
rugged for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 231152 

LOUISE 43, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
GSOH, kind, caring, honest, genuine, 
loving, WLTM male, 43-55 with similar 
qualities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 376165 g 

SUSIE gorgeously feminine and 
sensual, loves lazy summer days, 
misses male companionship WLTM 
someone with sense of adventure and 
lust for life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394117 


KAREN witty female who loves to 
laugh, WLTM similar male to share 
interests, romance, cosy nights in and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:393125 

WIDOW 70, genuine, kind, caring, 
laidback, seeking male for friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
387013 

MANDY 36, size 10, looking for 
relationship with open-minded man. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360317® 

ALICIA 19yr old green eyed female, 
very attractive, slim, long hair, 
independent, looking for fun with 
mature male, no time wasters. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 390059 

I'M Julie 36yrs old, attractive, fit, 
blonde, solvent with OHAC seeking 
man to spoil and enjoy good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395051 

EASYGOING down to earth female, 
likes cooking, exploring new things in 
life, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 386893 | 

LADY young 60, outgoing, friendly, 
smart, likes cinema, shopping, meals 
out, seeks similar female friends for 
days out and evenings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 387117 

PAULINE attractive petite nurse, loves 
evenings in/out, looking for honest 
male to share loving friendship and 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 379535 

BLONDE attractive educated lady 50, 
young minded, seeks professional tall 
male, 45-55 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3918181 

CATHY is a slim attractive lady with an 
open minded attitude to life, she WLTM 
a man of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395657 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
long dark hair, smoker, seeks smart 
gent who wants to get out and about 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396409 

SINGLE MEN 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

MALE 50, genuine, honest, many 
interests, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394232 

MICHAEL 50, nice eyes, seeking 
female companion for holidays and 
weekends away, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401479 g 

STEVE 60, likes sports, meals out, 
seeks similar female for permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401441 

STEVE single dad, slim, 45, looking for 
girl who wants fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400257 g 


RICHARD 48, dark hair, brown eyes, 
olive skin, WLTM lady, 40-50 for LTR, 
size unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401431 g 

ATTRACTIVE tall, Indian professional 
male, GSOH, easygoing, likes sports, 
socialising, good company, seeks 
female with GSOH who enjoys life. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401385 

TALL mature, solvent male, seeks to 
wine and dine younger lady. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401241 

YOUNG 70's male, widower, own 
transport, active in business, likes 
weekends away, seeks honest, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:401203 

RICHARD 39, honest, caring, likes 
cosy nights in/out, seeks lady, 35-40 
for good times in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4011451 

IAN 6ft, likes meals out, weekends 
away, seeks female, Midlands. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394134 g 

IAN tall, medium build, brown hair, blue 
eyes, caring, genuine, loving, tender, 
happy go lucky, likes music, theatre, 
meals out, romantic nights in, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401065g 

DAVE happy go lucky, sociable, seeks 
attractive young lady, 35-40 to pamper 
and cook for. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4010431 

NEW Year new start. Romantic white 
male, 47, 5ft 11 ins, likes holidays, keep 
fit, music, cinema, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401013 

KEITH white male, 49, handsome, 6ft 
2ins, seeks buxom black female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 3940941 

MALE 39, 6ft 2ins, honest, loyal, 
caring nature, seeks similar female 
with view to permanent, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400703 g 

FRANK tall, distinguished 68yr old 
mature, professional gent, sensual, 
tactile, seeks similar, warm, responsive 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400967 

KARL 28, black hair, brown eyes, 
smart, 5ft 3ins, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400953 

PAUL 52, looking for friendship, 
possible relationship with someone 
who can make me happy in 2013. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 400849 g 

MALE 60, 5ft lOins, loving, caring, 
seeking genuine female, any age, 40- 
60 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400513 g 

MALE seeking blonde female, 55-60 
for discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400435 g 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400389 g 

MALE 58, good looking, placid, seeks 
honest, loyal, caring female with view 
to becoming soul mates. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400313 g 

MALE fun, outgoing, easy-going, 
seeking female for good times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393346 g 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400389 g 


GARY 46, loyal, genuine, GSOH, Bl 
down to earth, seeking attractive lady 
for relationship. South Shrops/North 
Herefordshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400237 

STEVE 49, fed up, seeking female for 
fun and friendship, possible LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 393218 g 

57YR old male, good looking, seeking 
female for fun times and nights in. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397463 

GARY 39, seeks female, 30-50 for LTR 
and fun. Single mum welcome. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398747 g 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, GSOH, 
attractive, seeks lady for discreet fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399091 | 

TAYLOR 50, tall, athletic, GSOH, 
WLTM female, attractive, curvy for 
friendship, maybe more, food, 
communication, evenings out, travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3990671 

STEVE 54, attractive, seeks older lady, 

55-75 for mutual adult fun. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399755 g 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393766 g 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft 1 ins, caring, 
romantic nature, seeks female, single 
mum welcome, 25-55, any 
nationality/Foreign for nice times in 
and out. Genuine replies only. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398671 

BRIAN 60's, intelligent, many 
interests, loving, affectionate, WLTM 
West Mids lady for sharing occasional 
meetings/weekends. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400115 | 

52YR old single parent, 5ft 11 ins, slim, 
likes most things, walks, nights out, 
cinema, animals, seeks caring, honest, 
trustworthy female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400039 | 

BRIAN 73, fit, N/S, own home, likes 
walks, cycling, meals out, nights in, 
holidays, travel, seeks genuine, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:399667 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet or 
chat to other men, look no further. 

TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

STEVE 54 bi, non scene, seeking guy 
of similar age or older for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:401465g 

OLDER male, outgoing, sporty, 
seeking younger man for fun and 
friendship, slim-medium build, active, 
hairy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401225g 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:393208 g 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892© 

GAY male, 34, slim, toned, seeking 
older guy for fun, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
395735 g 

MALE 44, seeking male, 18-23 for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 3916261 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts 
£1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text 
STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may 
pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 28 01 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND JPRES followed 
by the box number of the 
person you wish to chat 
to and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

NATALIA, naughty but 
nice! Chat to me about 
anything you wish. Text 
JREPS 204332 to 66888 


JULIET, just left Boarding 
School, mature 18yrs 
seeking fun chat with 
guys. Text JPRES 
203779 to 66888 


SINGLE mum, bored at 
home, why not chat to me. 

Text JPRES 204464 to 
66888 


JANET, Glamorous 
grannie, v young looking, 
58 yrs, would love to chat 
to you. Text JPRES 
204219 to 66888 


CALLING ail men, Jas¬ 
mine is at home with the 
phone in her hand, await¬ 
ing your calls, she is 28yrs 
and is vibrant, attractive 
and fun loving. Text 
JPRES 204144 to 
66888 


JESSICA is a blonde 
bombshell, just waiting to 
chat to you. Text JPRES 
203858 to 66888 


PAULA is a petite black 
lady with a generous 
smile and luscious dark 
hair. Give her a call today. 

Text JPRES 203671 to 
66888 


TONI, stuck at home with 
nothing to do, pick up the 
phone send her a text. 

Text JPRES 203946 to 
66888 


STRONG minded lady, 
seeks easygoing, gentle 
type man to boss around! 
Why not text me. Text 
JPRES 204182 to 
66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND JPRES followed 
by the box number of the 
person you wish to chat 
to and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

SINGLE Dad, sincere and 
caring hopes that a nice 
single mum wants to chat 
with him, send texts etc. 

Text JPRES 204449 to 
66888 


ROGER is a solvent, busi¬ 
ness gent, very rich and 
generous, would love to 
romance a special lady of 
any age. Text JPRES 
204413 to 66888 


JON, Genuine caring 
man, give him a call and 
a have a chat. All texts will 
be returned. Text JPRES 
204416 to 66888 
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Colin Downey finds the 
going deep at Stafford 


Going is 
grim for 
runners 

MEMBERS of Stourbridge 
Running Club put their best 
foot forward in the Midlands 
Cross-country Champion¬ 
ships despite grim going. 

Freezing conditions, snow 
and mud greeted competi¬ 
tors at Stafford Common. 

First lady home for Stour¬ 
bridge was Joan Clarke, in a 
time of 35min llsec. 

Second was Natalie 
Dellar, exactly four minutes 
behind while Ruby Ooi was 
third in 56:28. 

Pete Walters clocked 
47:02 to be first man back 
for Stourbridge and their 
second runner home was 
Colin Downey, who stopped 
the watch at 57:31. 

It’s defeat 
without all 
Kings men 

Solihull Blossomfield 4 
Kingswinford 2 

KINGSWINFORD men’s 
hockey team were left to rue 
the unavailability of five 
first-team players. They led 
2-0 on Sunday, but could not 
stave off defeat. 

Kings started brightly 
with second-teamers Damon 
Johal, Sunny Uppal, Tarran 
Singh, Parj Sangha and 
Dulla Sandhu gelling well 
with their team-mates. 

The visitors went two up 
inside 15 minutes. The first 
goal was a superb solo effort 
by Ajay Sandhu, who twisted 
and turned three defenders 
and the goalkeeper before a 
spectacular diving finish. 

Minutes later, Kam Mann 
intercepted a pass to feed 
Cole Hickman for an easy 
finish. But Solihull fought 
back to take the win. 


Gethin has Lonsdale target 


BOXER Martin Gethin is likely to 
make the first defence of his British 
lightweight title in April. 

Gethin, who dropped in to the 
Wednesbury Boxing Academy, 
Wharfedale Street, with his title belt 
this week, claimed the vacant crown 
with a ninth-round stoppage of Ben 
Murphy at Walsall Town Hall. 

And the g;ame Murphy, from Sussex, 
has now retired after failing to become 
British champion a second time. 

That outcome marked the difference 
be-tween success and failure - and 
Gethin has already had proposals for a 
voluntary defence, to be staged in 
Birmingham during April, put to him. 


by Craig Birch 


The 29-year-old from Walsall has set 
his sights on winning a Lonsdale belt 
outright - but to do so must defend his 
championship successfully three 
times. 

He said: “I want to do that and then 
move on from there. I want to get as 
much out of boxing as I can and that 
means more titles, like the European. 

“To have a Lonsdale belt on my 
mantlepiece for the rest of my life 
would be special, I wouldn’t be able to 
wait to get up every day and look at it! 

“People are starting to recognise me 


now. When I start to beat the other 
British title contenders, they will 
recognise me even more.” 

Murphy’s last appearance saw him 
show true sportsmanship, despite his 
obvious disappointment at the result. 

Gethin was so elated at winning the 
title in front of his friends and family 
that he did not even notice his oppo¬ 
nent’s warm applause at the final bell. 

He said: “I always believed I could 
win but I didn’t think it would be by 
stoppage. I knew how strong he was 
and I had full respect for him and still 
have as a fighter. I didn’t actually 
realise how he reacted until after¬ 
wards. It was nice of him to clap.” 



Martin Gethin with belt at Wednesbury Boxing Academy 


I'm ready for pressure 
- new captain Morris 


ASHLEY MORRIS is ready to handle the pres¬ 
sure of leading Dudley Heathens into action 
this year. 

Morris takes over the captaincy of the former Cradley 
club following the departure of Adam Roynon. 

The 18-year-old was handed the No.l race jacket by the 
outgoing skipper at a club function. 

He knows how tough it’s going to be as he doubles-up with 
Premier League Workington - and he’s up for the challenge. 


He said: “I’m happy to be 
back. Obviously it’s going to 
be a big year for me with 
Workington and Dudley, 
where I am No.l and 
captain. I’m really looking 
forward to it and I just can’t 
wait for the season to start 
now. 

“I normally manage to 
deal with pressure reason¬ 
ably well. I know being No.l 
and captain will be some 
more pressure, but I’ll just 
carry on as usual and it 
should be OK. 

“I just want to keep the 
lads’ spirits high all the way 
through the season and 
score good points. 

“If I’m doing that then 
that’s all that counts, really. 

Joined 

“It will spur me on, obvi¬ 
ously, having some guys like 
Lewis Blackbird chasing me 
for my top spot. It will be a 
challenge but I’m definitely 
planning on keeping that 
spot for the whole season!” 

Morris will be joined by 
Dan Greenwood, Gareth 
Isherwood, Paul Starke, 
Lewis Blackbird, Max Clegg 
and Nathan Greaves. 

Only Morris and Green¬ 
wood are survivors from the 


Dudley Heathens 


rampant 2012 team that had 
to be decimated due to the 
team-building points ceil¬ 
ing, but the captain is confi¬ 
dent they can go one better 
and lift the title. 

“It looks like it will be a 
good team,” he said. “Hope¬ 
fully we will have a good 
team atmosphere like we 
had last year, and if we have 
that then I think that can be 
the key. 

“I’ll give the youngsters at 
reserve as much help as I can 
as well. Obviously I was 
where they are only a couple 
of years ago, so I’d like to 
think I can help them to do 
well. They look like they’ve 
got good potential.” 

Tickets are on sale for the 
season launch party at Crad¬ 
ley Heath Liberal Club on 
Friday, March 1. All the 
riders will be presented with 
their race jackets. 

The event also includes a 
raffle and auction. Tickets 
cost £3 HSSC members and 
£5 non-members and are 
available online at dudley 
heathens.co or by calling 
HSSC on 07766 745681. The 
money goes to the riders. 


Ladies get kitted up as date set for their big day 



Halesowen Town Ladies are keen to get back on the pitch after losing games to the recent spell of bad weather 


HALESOWEN TOWN LADIES are 
poised to get their big County Cup 
clash with Sporting Club Albion 
Ladies under way at last. 

The game against Sporting - West 
Bromwich Albion’s women’s side - ini¬ 
tially fell victim to the weather. 

But the fixture has now been 
rearranged for the evening of Wednes¬ 


day, February 6 at The Grove. And 
they should look the part as Hale¬ 
sowen Town sponsors, The Big Pet 
Store, have stepped in to buy them 
new kit as well as for Colts teams at 
under-eight and under-nine level. 

Participation mentor Sarah Titmus 
said: “Halesowen Town FC have spent 
a considerable amount of time work¬ 


ing with Halesowen Town Colts to 
rebuild the relationship between the 
two clubs. 

“Halesowen Town FC would like to 
thank both Halesowen Town Colts and 
The Big Pet Store for their continued 
support and we hope that the relation¬ 
ships that have been built will continue 
to grow over the coming seasons.” 


Chance 
still on 
to join 
runners 



THERE’S still time to enter 
the Action Heart five-mile 
run. 

It is the 23rd year that the 
event has taken place and it 
starts and finishes at Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital, Dudley. 

Runners get under way at 
9.30am on Sunday, February 
24. 

Entry forms can be down¬ 
loaded at www.actionheart 
running.com 

You can also enter online 
by visiting the website 
www.runbritain.co.uk and 
searching for the event. 

Action Heart will be offer¬ 
ing attractive incentives for 
sponsorship raised so do get 
busy with your sponsorship 
forms. 

Anyone collecting £50- 
plus qualifies for an adidas 
sweatshirt while bringing in 
more than £100 lands a pair 
of adidas running shoes. 

Support 

Members of the public are 
advised that there will 
inevitably be some traffic 
hold-ups near the hospital as 
the runners go around the 
course. 

Action Heart would like to 
say a big thank you to the 
local community for their 
continued support. 

It’s now week five in the 
training schedule and the 
programme is now demand¬ 
ing some sustained effort. 

However, if you have been 
building up gradually this 
will not be a problem. 

If it becomes too tough, 
you can walk the rest of the 
way rather than give up. 

The important thing is to 
finish each session so that on 
the race day you can go the 
distance and complete the 
five-mile course. 

For those beginners who 
have already entered the 
run, we hope that you are 
finding the training sched¬ 
ule useful. 

A word of warning to all 
you runners and joggers out 
there: Please do remember 
the importance of warming 
up those muscles before 
going out for your run, par¬ 
ticularly on cold mornings or 
evenings. 

Training: Week five 
Monday: Rest 
Tuesday: Two-mile jog 
Wednesday: Three-mile run 
Thursday: Rest 
Friday: Three-mile jog 
Saturday: Rest 
Sunday: Four-mile jog/run 




Corsa Energy 1 .Oi 12v ecoFLEX 

WITH 16” ALLOYS 

Bluetooth Mobile Phone System 


Save ‘Energy’ this... 


Astra Energy 1.4i 16v WT 

£1 ,000 SAVINGt 

To celebrate Astra production in the UK 


£169.00 per month 

over 60 months with £169 deposit* 
Features including: 

• Front Fog Lights 

• Steering Wheel Audio Controls 

• Air Conditioning 


£199.00 per month 

over 60 months, with £1400 depositf 
Features including: 

• Cruise Control 

• 17” Alloy Wheels 

• Electronic Stability Program 


Stourbridge Motor House Halesowen Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

High Street, Amblecote 01384 447 970 Dudley Road, Halesowen 0121 462 2914 Trindle Road, Dudley 01384 454100 

stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk dudleymotorco.co.uk 

* Customer deposit shown after deduction of £1,200 part exchange and £750 Vauxhall Finance Deposit Allowance, t Customer deposit shown after deduction of £1,200 part exchange £1,000 Vauxhall Finance Deposit Allowance. Finance offers are subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be aged 18 or over. Guarantee or indemnity may be required. 


T Wall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett 01384 672909 

twall.co.uk 
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On the ball 

Yeltz women set for 
biggest game yet 
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Pressure on 

But I’m ready, says 
Heathens skipper 
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Sports Desk 01902 319461 


e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Chris Truman - title chance 


Truman’s 
tilt at title 
after long 
lay-offf 

CHRIS TRUMAN is hoping 
to put a nightmare 2012 
behind him and become 
British Masters Champion, 
writes Daniel Mole. 

The Erdington-born light- 
welterweight (8-3-1) fought 
just twice last year, losing to 
Lenny Daws and Dave Ryan. 

He was due to tackle Ash¬ 
ley Theopane on the under¬ 
card of Ricky Hatton’s ill- 
fated comeback in Novem¬ 
ber but, after the Hitman’s 
surprise defeat, the rest of 
the show was cancelled. 

The decision left Truman 
and Theophane, who were 
warming up for their fight, 
with no other choice but to 
pack up and go home. 

It was a bitter pill to 
swallow and capped a miser¬ 
able year for the former 
Amateur ABC ace but now 
he is ready to make up for 
lost time when he faces Amir 
Unsworth (13-6-1) at the 
North Kesteven Centre, 
Lincoln, on March 2 for the 
vacant British Masters 
light-welterweight crown. 

“It’s a good title to have,” 
said 28-year-old Truman. 
“For both of us, it’s a step¬ 
ping stone to bigger things. 

“It seems like a long time 
since I was last in the ring. It 
has been really frustrating 
to be honest, not fighting. 

“The Theopane fight was 
a real farce but I’ve stayed 
focused throughout. I keep 
myself in good shape and 
have been sparring, so I’ll be 
ready.” 

Finally, it's 
Christmas 

NEW Birmingham speed¬ 
way asset Ben Barker gets 
his season under way a week 
tomorrow at Somerset. 

Barker is among the field 
for the twice-postponed 
Christmas Cracker individ¬ 
ual event. Other Midlands 
riders taking part include 
Dudley’s Ashley Morris and 
Jacob Thorssell of Wolves. 


Rowe scents a place for Gornal in next round 


GORNAL manager Ian Rowe today chal¬ 
lenged his players to fly out of the traps in 
the FA Vase on Saturday after their fourth- 
round preparations went to the dogs. 

The Peacocks squad were due at 
Monmore Green greyhound track in 
Wolverhampton this evening for a team 
night out as part of the build-up to the re¬ 
arranged clash with Wisbech at Garden 
Walk. 

And Rowe hopes a night on the town can 
help his side sniff out a place in the last 16 
on Saturday and an overnight trip to 
Bodmin seven days later. 

Rowe, whose side were due to play 


FA Vase 


Alvechurch on Tuesday, said: “There will be 
a bit of rust in the players because we have 
had a few games called off. 

“But hopefully we can start quickly and 
get ourselves a place in the next round. 

“We did well in the FA Cup and we’ve had 
a good run in the Vase, so there is nothing to 
fear. 

“We know Wisbech are one of the big- 
hitters in their league and we are expecting 
a tough game, but there is no pressure on us. 

“We’ve done really well to get this far - 
but it would be great to keep it going.” 


Gornal’s game against Wisbech has been 
postponed twice because of the recent cold 
snap but they are hopeful of the tie finally 
etting the go-ahead this week, barring 
eavy rain in the next 48 hours. 

Meanwhile, fellow Vase fourth-rounders 
Walsall Wood are taking inspiration from 
the FA Cup giant-killings. 

Wood host Hanworth Villa in the fourth 
round of the FA Vase on Saturday having 
already gone further than ever before in the 
competition. 

They beat Wigan Robin Park 2-0 in the 
last round and club secretary Bill Shaw said 
the team will draw strength from the FA 


Cup shocks provided by Luton, Oldham and 
Leeds. He said: “Hanworth are a level 
higher in the pyramid and they should be 
favourites, but you never know what could 
happen in the cup competitions - look what 
happened at the weekend. 

“We are playing very well at the moment 
- for what games we’ve played - and we’ve 
only lost once in the league this season. 

“The league is the priority, but who 
doesn’t want to get to Wembley?” 

The winners face Rocester or Runcorn 
Town in the fifth round next Saturday and 
will bank £2,000 - on top of the £4,800 they 
have already won. 


CLARKE CALM OVER 
ODEMWINGIE SAGA 


BOSS Steve Clarke insists Peter Odem- 
wingie’s bust-up with Albion will not derail the 
club’s Premier League season. 

Clarke admitted the Baggies have discussed potential 
replacements for the Nigeria international who has been 
pursued by Queens Park Rangers. 

But the Hawthorns head coach reiterated he wants the 
want-away forward to stay and claimed “there is a way 
back” despite the player’s Twitter outbursts against the 
club and fans in the wake of his rejected transfer request. 


Odemwingie upset fans 
with derogatory tweets that 
are also believed to have 
angered some team-mates, 
but Clarke is adamant he 
can keep his side on course 
in the wake of the saga. 

That applies whether the 
player stays or goes - the 
deadline is 11pm tonight. 

“My group are too strong 
to be destabilised,” said 
Clarke. 

“They’re too strong and 
too experienced and they 
know the ropes. 

“I’m sure the players are 
disappointed in him, but 
that’s normal. 

Disrupt 

“You would have to be dis¬ 
appointed with some of the 
comments. 

“But there can always be a 
way back. 

“I haven’t sat down with 
the squad and discussed the 
situation, because we have 
to see what the resolution is. 

“At the moment there is 
no real indication whether 
they are with, against or 
whatever. 

“It does disrupt things, 
but this is a challenge for 
me. This is my first job and 
it’s the first time I’ve come 
across anything like this, 
but I will find a way to deal 
with it.” 

Clarke ruled out a Twitter 
ban for Odemwingie, who 
missed last night’s sched- 


by Steve Madeley 


uled Premier League game 
at Everton after sitting out 
training for three days fol¬ 
lowing complications with 
his new-born son, who was 
finally allowed home late on 
Monday. 

The Scot said the ball was 
“in QPR’s court” after the 
Londoners had £2m and 
£3m bids rejected - and 
admitted it would be diffi¬ 
cult to replace the player so 
late in the transfer window. 

Meanwhile, cult hero 
Darren Moore has left The 
Hawthorns to join former 
team-mate Michael Apple- 
ton at Blackburn. 

The ex-Baggies centre- 
back, who returned to the 
club last summer to work 
with the youth team, has 
been appointed Rovers’ new 
first-team coach. 

Appleton is reshaping his 
backroom staff at Ewood 
Park after leaving Blackpool 
to replace Henning Berg in 
charge of the former 
Premier League champions. 

Moore, who will work 
alongside Appleton and 
assistant Ashley Westwood 
at Rovers, became a fans’ 
favourite at The Hawthorns 
during four-and-a-half years 
as a player and returned last 
year after hanging up his 
boots. 


Yeltz are now raring to go after the snow 



_ 


Halesowen Town have emerged from the snow ready to resume their Evo-Stik First Division South campaign. 
The Yeltz prepared for Saturday’s trip to Loughborough Dynamo (3pm) by hosting a friendly against AFC Wulfru- 
nians at The Grove on Tuesday. Michael Thompson is pictured scoring as Halesowen ran out 3-2 winners. 


The wind 
is taken 
out of 
title hope 

DAMIEN BLACKBURN 
was halted in the last round 
by a telling blow in the West 
Midlands final of the ABA 
Schoolboys competition, 
writes Craig Birch. 

The Wednesbury ABC 
fighter took a shot bang on 
the sternum which took all 
the wind out of him and he 
failed to recover in time to 
avoid the stoppage. 

The 60kg contest took 
place in Class One - for 
boxers born in 2000 - at the 
Donnington Sports & Social 
Club in Shropshire last 
Sunday afternoon. 

Blackburn was in with 
Adam Smith, from Capitol 
ABC, Coventry, and had 
fared well in the first two 
rounds until the fight¬ 
ending punch came along. 

Feet 

With the scores close, 
Blackburn tried to pile the 
pressure on and his 
attempts to come forward 
left him open to a body shot, 
but he stayed on his feet. 

The referee pulled him out 
for his own safety and 
handed Blackburn, 12, his 
first defeat in his fourth 
fight as an amateur, but his 
first in the competition. 

The Willenhall Compre¬ 
hensive student had 
received byes through to the 
area title decider but gave it 
a good go in a tight contest. 

The Sandwell area will 
still be represented by club- 
mate Jack Bennett and 
Liam Gould, of William 
Perry ABC, Tipton, when 
the national stages begin. 

Both walked over with no 
opponent to box at 57kg. 

Bennett was in Class Two, 
for boxers born in 1999, and 
Gould in Class Three, for 
fighters born one year 
earlier. 
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